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Extra copies of the concert exercise “Search the 
Scriptures,” by Mrs. Hyatt, given by us on another 
page, can be obtained of E. Shute, 36 Bromfield 
Street, Boston. et . 

And now the story is, that all the keepers of low 
dram-shops in New York City are putting up more 
or less bunks for lodgers, and proposing to call their 
establishments ‘“ hotels,” so as to come within the 
requirements of the law, and to have the sympathy 
of the “ moderate temperance men” who favor hotel 
bar-rooms and oppose dram-shops. If the change of 
name puts an end to crime in New York City, what 
a good thing it will be! 


It was on one of the trains of the Vermont Central | 


Railroad, leading into the White Mountain region. 
Runners from the various mountain hotels were can- 
vassing the passengers for boarders. As one of them 
waxed eloquent over the attractions of the house he 
represented, in his conversation with two undecided 
travelers, he wound up his description with this 





emphatic declaration: “I tell yer, gen'lemen. The 
Pro-fyle House is the gran’ me-nadg-ge-ry of the 
mountains; an’ ev'ry thin’ else is side shows.” 
There was an illustration which was intelligible and 
to the point. To theaverage New Englander it was 
as expressive as it was forcible. If anything had 
been said about a “star actor,” or the “ prima donna” 
of the opera, it would not have touched the personal 
experience of all. But who has not seen the big 
tent of the traveling menagerie—the “great moral 
show” of the country,—surrounded by the little 
tents of the prize ox, and the fat woman, and the 
two-headed calf, as the side shows. If you want to 
be effective in presenting or enforcing truth, use 
illustrations that both you and your hearers are 
familiar with. 


No one sphere is better than another sphere for 
the disciple of Jesus, provided only it is always the 
sphere of duty. The great thing is to be where the 
Lord would have us, whether it is here or there or 
elsewhere. We are not to say that we are peculiarly 
honoring the Master, or being honored in his service, 
or accomplishing most for his cause, because we are 
preaching the gospel, or teaching a Sunday-school 
class, or editing a religious paper, or writing good 
books for children. Nor are we to say that we are 
of little account in his work because we never speak 
in meeting, or teach in the Sunday-school, or write 
for the press. If God wants us to be prominent, 
seclusion is to us asin. If he would have us un- 
known, we should do wrong to put ourselves forward. 
The man whom God calls to be a foreign missionary 
can never be so useful or so happy as in preaching 
the gospel to the heathen. The man whom God 
tells to live and die on the homestead farm would 
be out of place and away from duty in a foreign 
field. His work may be to help support the mis- 
sionaries abroad. He has no right to neglect that 
duty, or to think that some other work would be 
better for him. It is a very common mistake, and a 
very great one too, for a young disciple, especially 
one who is yet pursuing his studies, to suppose that 
he is to decide for himself where he will go and 
what he will do in the Lord’s service. It is for him 
to seek direction and to be ready to follow it. He 
is to ask, like converted Saul, “Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to do?” not to say,“ Lord, I have 
made up my mind where I can do most good in the 
world, and I cannot take orders to go elsewhere.” 
He who wants to do the Lord’s will need not be in 
doubt as to what the Lord’s will is. The Lord will 
show the path of duty to all who would walk therein. 
It is right to do the work which is at hand for the 
hour, until God calls to another work. There is no 
work in the world so honorable, so enjoyable, so 
useful to the true child of God, as the work to which 
he is set of God. 


A letter has just been received by Professor 
Osborn, of Oxford, Ohio, written from Jerusalem, 
giving details of a visit to the Tomb of David. The 
writer, Dr. De Haas, United States Consul at that 
place, says that the visit was made during the recent 
Passover. The building is about five hundred feet 
south of the Zion gate, itself the most southern gate 
of Jerusalem. It has long been known as the Tomb 
of David, and contains an upper chamber, where, 
according to tradition, the Lord’s Supper was insti- 


tuted. The building has massive foundations, and 
the “ upper room”’ is constructed with heavy groined 
arches. The so-called tomb is made of marble and 
porphyry, covered with a pall of embroidered cloth 
with the Arabic letters in gold, ‘‘O David! verily 
thou art a sovereign prince inall theearth.”” Professor 
Osborn states that the tomb was visited by a lady 
whom he met in Jerusalem some years ago, and with 
much the same results as to observations, except that 
Dr. De Haas has discovered a door walled up, leading 
from the crypt containing the tomb. This walled-up 
way is supposed to lead to the actual tombs of the 
kings, and the so-called tomb is only a cenotaph. 
Some time ago, a plan made by a Turkish architect, 
of the tombs at Hebron mosque, was obtained and 
published by Professor Osborn, in his geographic 
notices of the city, the accuracy of which was 
testified to by Dean Stanley in his account of the 
visit of the Prince of Wales. In this latter place, of 
the Hebron tombs, is also a closed subterranean 
passage ; and the inference is that, in both places, the 
true tombs, and probably the actual remains, of the 
kings and patriarchs, at this tomb of David and at 
Hebron, are yet unbroken, having never been visited 
in the cavernous sepulchres. Here is work to be 
performed in opening these tombs which will create 
a sensation in the archeological world unequaled 
by anything discovered at Troy or Mycene, 





ST. PAUL IN SOCIETY. he 


You would not have expected of him any great 
social success. He did not seem to have the peculiar 
talent for it. His persona! appearance was not pre- 
possessing. When you came to hear him talk, you 
found a great falling-off from the style of his letters. 
He seemed to have no pleasantry—no faculty of 
agreeable trifling, such as makes one a social favorite. 
There is a dash of sarcasm now and then in his 
letters, and reading them in the original we come 
sometimes on a play upon words that brightens up 
the seriousness of the argument ; he is something of 
a punster, but not much. His conversation, to judge 
from his letters, is not characterized by any particu- 
lar smartness in his way of putting things, but by 
the simple gravity of a man in serious and sober 
earnest. You would hardly say that he was a man of 
social gifts. 

Withal he was—that terror of the social circle—a 
man of one idea. He had immense advantages,—the 
highest education that the age could give, a life of 
stirring adventure, opportunity of seeing the best that 
the world could show in art and scenery and historic 
monuments—but he does not seem to turn them to 
account, ina social way, as he might. He touches 
incidentally on a great variety of interesting topics, 
but always comes right back to his one idea. He 
talks in a great variety of ways,—in the Jewish way 
to Jews, and in the Greek way to Greeks; he is all 
things to all men, but always with reference to his 
one idea. You would say that this man might be 
mighty in argument and discourse, but that he could 
“not accomplish much in the way of social conversa- 
tion—with no talent for society, nothing sparkling 
or brilliant about him, and the slave of one idea. 
Society would be inclined to vote him a bore. 

But just observe. Wherever he goes there is an 
undeniable social power about the man. In the most 
unpromising circumstances he meets with recognition 
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and peculiar deference as a gentleman. He is 
dragged by the police out of a street fight at Jerusa- 
lem, torn, dusty and bruised; but the colonel 
(chiliarch) in command recognizes him at once for a 
person of consideration, as soon as he hears him 
speak, He is sent in handcuffs, in a gang of prison- 
ers, to be taken to Rome for trial; but he soon wins 
the personal friendship of the military commandant, 
and when they come into danger from the storm, 
officers and all hands seem to be looking to him for 
orders. It is confessed that there was nothing pre- 
possessing in his appearance, but somehow there was 
certainly that in himself and in his talk that did 
wonderfully win men and hold them to him. 

It is even a fair question whether this man, whose 
influence on society and on the course of the world’s 
history has been greater than that of any man since 
his time, does not really accomplish more with his 
own generation by his social talk than by his 
speeches and his sermons, or his letters, weighty 
as these are. We get no report of his conver- 
sation. At Athens, we only get a report of 
his speech on Mars’ Hill; but for days before 
that he had been sitting in the synagogue, or among 
the crowds in the forum, talking, and talking with 
individuals or groups, until such an interest had 
been stirred up in the subject of religion that there 
was a general demand for a public meeting and an 
address from the stranger. Afterwards, at Ephesus, 
for two of the best years of his life, his chief daily 
business was to drop in at the sort of literary club- 
room kept by Tyrannus, and there talk of religion 
with all comers, and to go from house to house on 
the same errand. And at Rome he spent a like 
period, a prisoner in his own lodgings, and his house 
was a common resort for those who wished to con- 
verse about the kingdom of the Christ. And see 
what this all accomplished! From that conversation 
room—that public parlor in Ephesus, “ all they which 
dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, 
both Jews and Greeks.” 

How did he do it,—this sober, grave, not brilliant 
nor sprightly, gentleman of one idea? If Luke, 
beloved physician, had given us some such report of 
the ‘disputes’ (it is dialogues in the Greek) that 
took place in the school of Tyrannus, as Xenophon 
and Plato have given of the conversations of their 
master, Socrates, how much we might have learned! 
But he has told us the secret of it himself, in his 
brief directions how to converse, given to the Colos- 
sians: “Let your speech” (not your speeches, but 
all your talk)‘ be always with grace, seasoned with 
salt.’ It must have its true Christian meaning and 
feeling shining from within, and not the semblance ot 
them put on from without. It must have them 
always, and not assume them for Sundays and 
prayer-meetings and revivals. It must not be 
insipid, but have a good relishable flavor. This is 
God's law against cant, Cant is not necessarily 
insincere, though it is very apt to be; but some of 
the most intolerable cant is talked with the sincerest 
heart in the world. Cant is chanting or singing over 
the old song that one has heard from others, to the 
same old tune, without varying it to suit the ears of 
different hearers; the saying over of the old formula 
without flavoring it with the salt of your own wit, 
so as to fit it to the occasion and enable you to 
“answer every man” instead of merely talking at 
mankind in general. He was 
He was all things to all 
But the man who learns one set of phrases 


Paul never canted. 
nothing if not opportune. 
men, 
out of Paul, and is the same thing to everybody, is 
Gou's apostle to no one, but is unfaithful to the 
precept and the example of the apostle to the 
Gentiles. 

There is immense comfort in this picture of Paul 
talking, to some of us who cannot make speeches, 
and cannot even do very brilliant things in the way 
of conversation. but who can talk a little in a plain 
way, when the class is not too large, and who would 
like to help in the work of Christ's salvation. For 
it is not at all certain that the sober, grave earnest- 
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ness, without emartness and brilliancy, with which 
Paul tried to “ answer every man "—that is, to give 
the right word to the right person—was not an 
actual element of his power; whether a little more 
sprightliness and piquancy, and genius for illustra- 
tion, and cleverness in retort, than we find any evi- 
dence of in his writings and his Acts, might not 
have been more a hindrance than ahelp. The “ sober 
earnest’ of one who has neither talent nor disposition 


to be witty and eloquent, isa great attractive and | 
y . . | 
effective power towards those who are in sober | 


earnest themselves, and desirous, not to be astonished 
and entertained, but only to be guided and helped. 
We have heard shrewd political managers say that in 


a really earnest campaign the best speakers are those | 


who do not make the crowd laugh. Certainly we 
have all known cases in which the plain preacher 
has had the great success that made all the world 
wonder how he won it, while the brilliant and 
ingenious man—faithful, too, and earnest, like his 
neighbor—has failed. Have we never seen plain, 
earnest teachers, that could not make speeches, nor 
tell stories, nor originate striking illustrations, whose 
speech, nevertheless, was always with grace and 
seasoned with salt, and who always had the right 
word for the right scholar, and who were successful ? 





GREET THE STRANGER. 


At this season of the year there are more strangers 
visiting the churches and Sunday-schools in rural 
and seaside communities, than in all the rest of the 
year besides. Hence now is the time for our friends 
in the country to show Christian courtesy to 
strangers. 

We would not be understood as intimating that 
there is any peculiar lack of Christian courtesy in 
the country, in contrast with city communities; but 
we speak of the opportunity now offered of exhibiting 
this grace just there. There is quite too little of 
kindly attention (o strangers in both city and coun- 
try. The difference in the two communities is com- 
monly this: In the city, a stranger coming into a 
church is hardly noticed at all. Perhaps an usher 
shows him to a seat, in a business-like, matter-of-fact 
way, but no one else looks at him. He comes and 
goes unnoticed, feeling that he is a stranger for 
whom no one there cares particularly. In the 
country, on the contrary, a stranger is sure of a 
certain sort of attention. Everybody looks at him. 
He may have to find his own seat, but he will be 
watched while he is doing it. If he thinks of the 
matter at all, he knows that he does not come and 
go unnoticed But this inquisitive attention is, after 
all, not more of an exhibit of Christian courtesy to 
the stranger than is the cold neglect with which a 
city congregation would treat him. There is some- 
thing better than either; and ‘hat it is to which we 
would direct the thoughts of our readers. 


The house of God is in a special sense the home of 
God's children. Any one of those children coming 
into it ought to feel at home there. He is with his 
brethren. They have a duty to greet him as one of 
the Christian household. If one who is not a child 
of God comes there, he ought to be welcomed as one 
who is wanted in the family. Those who appreciate 
the privileges of the household of faith ought to 
show by their every act and word that they would have 
others share their enjoyment. If Christianity is not 
made attractive in a Christian sanctuary, and if 
Christian graces do not manifest themselves there, 
where, indeed, may we look for the evidence and 
illustration of the beauty of holiness and the oneness 
of the followers of Jesus? 

Yet how often, in both city and country, Christian 
people seem to feel no responsibility to show Chris- 
tian courtesy to strangers in the sanctuary! It was 
in a city church of Old England that Sheridan per- 
petrated his famous pun, as, with a friend, he walked 
slowly up the aisle without being offered a seat, and 
when his companion whispered, “ Why don't you 





sit down?” replied, ‘“Pudor (pew door) vetat”’ 





—‘ Modesty forbids.” Again, it was in a country 
| church of New England that a stranger walked up 
|the main aisle and back again to the door without 
being invited into a pew; then stepping out he 
|took as large a boulder as he could lift from an 
|adjoining stone-wall, and carrying it back up the 
| same aisle laid it down before the pulpit, and seated 

himself on it, with a determination to hear the gos- 





| pel in that church in spite of all obstacles. It was 
in a city church, moreover, that the good pastor left 
his pulpit and came down to show into his own 
| pew a seemed to 
There are many churches now in city and 
|country, where a stranger is not sure of being 
promptly invited to a seat as he enters, at the hour 
of worship. 


stranger whom no one else 


| notice. 
| 


Yet the greatest lack at present is not 


in the seating of strangers, but in the giving them 
kindly greetings afterward. 

In every church there ought to be ushers,—per- 
sons whose duty it is to recognize strangers and to 
seat them promptly. And when strangers are in 
the seats assigned to them, you who are near them 
ought to give them such kindly attention as is prac- 
ticable. Offer them a hymn-book, prayer-book, or a 
Bible, as either may be needed in the service. At 
the close of the service, do not hesitate to say that 
you are glad to have seen them in your church 
home, and that you shall be pleased to greet them 
on the next Sunday, if they are to remain until then 
in the neighborhood. Tell them of the other ser- 
vices,—of the time and place of the Sunday-school, 
and the mid-week prayer-meeting or religious lec- 
ture—and invite them to a place there. Do not 
fear that you will show too much of Christian love 
and sympathy and of kindly interest toward stran- 
gers, in the house of their Father and yours, of their 
and your Saviour. 


If a stranger comes into the Sunday-school, he 
ought to be greeted pleasantly by the superinten- 
dent,—told that he is welcome there; invited to a 
place as scholar or teacher, as may seem best in the 
particular case; and made to feel that the influence 
of Christianity fills that room, rendering it a home of 
delight to every child of God, and to every one who 
feels the need of God’s blessing. 


Many a young man has been saved through a 
kindly greeting as he came a stranger into some 
church ort Sunday-school. Many another has been 
chilled by the lack of such a greeting in the house 
where he had hoped to find Christian recognition 
and sympathy. No one of any age or condition is 
above being gratified by the manifestation toward 
him of the spirit of Christ, and by the evidence of a 
kindly interest in himself as one who is loved of 
Christ. 

See to it, then, that the strangers coming into your 
church or Sunday-school this summer are greeted 
cordially, and made to feel that they are welcome 
with you for Christ's sake. Understand that by 
your treatment of them in the house of God, Chris- 
tianity is likely to be judged by those who come 
among you, and that by the same standard—and 
that not unfairly—will be also judged the reality 
and the power of your own Christian character. 


NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


$<» 


During the discussion in these columns of the right or 
wrong of 


| killin 


“deception,” the subject of “self-defense,” or of 
g another to save one’s own life, was casually intro- 
duced by an Ohio correspondent. Thereupon, a Sunday- 
school supefintendent in Canada is prompted to seek 
further light on the new question at issue. He writes 
The subject of “ deception’ has been fully discussed, and very 
many practical and useful ideas concerning it have been brought 
to view through the columns of The Times. The inquirer from 
Ohio, with the editorial comment on his letter, has brought the 
question close home to us. Yet he touched on another subject, 
which induces me to add a few thoughts as well as to ask a few 
questions. As the lessons in St. John, in the fall of 1875, clearly 
brought us into a higher view of the Christian life than is com- 


monly maintained, and as it cannot be ‘ 





universally conceded that 
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it is justifiable to take life in self-defense,” I, as a superinten- 
dent, want to be clear on these points: What view are we to take 
of Christ’s words: “I say unto you, That ye resist not evil,” and 
many other words of a like nature? As we have done with the 
Law, and now have the Gospel, what does the Gospel require ? or, 
what does it allow? If we should agree that it is justifiable to 
take life in self-defense, we surely could not condemn our young 
men and boys for carrying pistols to defend themselves; yet our 
judges in Canada are outspoken in condemnation of this practice, 
which results in a great increase of crime, and is degrading to our 
vouths. The view I have held is, that we, as Christians, are to 
live lives of faith, and are to trust Christ wholly—for the greatest 
emergency as well as for the least trial, The command is still 
binding on us, ‘“ Thou shalt not kill;’’ consequently we are not to 
think that we will trust the Lord just so far, and then lean 
upon our own strength for an emergency ; for Christ is able for 
every emergency. If life-taking is not always wrong, on what 
emergency would we be justified in taking life according to the 
gospel plan ? 

The question of the resistance or the non-resistance of 
evil, is one on which we can hardly hope to speak so as to 
satisfy all our readers. There are many who hold that 
the taking of human life is never justifiable; hence, that 
every capital execution is nothing more than a judicial 
murder. Such persons believe that the words of our Lord 
concerning quiet submission to injuries are of universal 
application, alike to the magistrate and to the private 
citizen. There are others who seem to look upon these 
words as if they had no special force, but were somehow 
to be taken in a general way as enjoining a loving spirit 
toward all, but not to be accepted in their literal sense. 
For ourselves, we believe that such gospel precepts should 
be taken literally, and that they do clearly forbid all per- 
sonal resentments, all resistance of purely personal injuries, 
all thought of striking at another merely in self-defense. 
We do not consider the “art of self-defense” as either 
“noble and manly,” or Christian. We do not think it is 
right to take another’s life merely to save one’s own. 
But we do think that both the words and the example 
of Jesus, and the teachings of the New Testament as a 
whole, approve and commend the execution of law, and 
the legal enforcement of public and common rights by 
We think that “ the 
powers that be””—the properly constituted civil authori- 


duly authorized ministers of justice. 


ties—‘ are ordained of God” for the resisting of evil, and 
for the punishment of evil-doers. When the government 
calls upon the citizen to aid it in the enforcement of right- 
ful laws, we think it is the citizen’s duty to respond to 
that call Civil governments can, moreover, delegate cer- 
tain of their powers. They doso. Hence there are times 
when the individual citizen becomes the representative of 
law, the magistrate, “to execute wrath upon him that 
doeth evil.” If it were right to take another’s life merely 
to save one’s own, then a condemned murderer would be 
justified by killing the sheriff who was to hang him; or 
the robber, who saw a pistol pointed at him, would do 
no wrong by killing the householder who threatened him 
with it. But if a private citizen should see a man about 
to murder an innocent woman and her children, we believe 
that it would be his duty to prevent that crime if possible, 
even if he must take the criminal’s life to do this. We 
are aware that there are Christians who would think this 
wrong, who, indeed, would not have one criminal life 
taken to save a hundred innocent persons; but- we are 
showing how others would reconcile the execution of law 
and the defense of the right with those precepts of the 
gospel which enjoin non-resistance of purely personal 
injuries. The Rev. Dr. Bushnell put the case very for- 
cibly in the characteristic expressions of one of his public 
prayers at the opening of the civil war in 1861. He said: 
“O Lord, thou hast taught us that the magistrate beareth 
not the sword in vain; and if he doesn’t bear it in vain, he 
must use it; and if he can’t use it alone we must help him 
use it.” Jesus Christ never resented a personal injury ; but 
he did use violence in punishing the lawless. It is in 
John’s Gospel, where the higher spiritual life is exhibited, 
that Jesus is represented as going into the temple with 
“a scourge of small cords,” and there pouring out the 
changers’ money, and overthrowing their tables, and 
driving out the unlawful dealers in various kinds of mer- 
chandise. 


He is as surely our example in this thing as in 
any other. 


He executed judgment against evil-doers 
because there was no other minister of the law ready to do 
it. It comes to this, then, that we do not think that 
young men, or older ones, can ever, in a Christian spirit, 
rise up to take the lives of others purely on the ground of 
acting in self-defense; but that they ought to be ready to 
stand and act for the execution of righteous laws, and for 
the protection of the common rights of citizens, even 
though their fidelity cost the lives of themselves or of 
others. It is indeed our duty to live lives of faith, and to 
trust our Saviour for strength, not only to endure evil, 


but to do right—even unto the death of ourselves or of 
others. 
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LIFE’S MYSTERY. 
BY M. A. 8. 
There are so many of us, and our lots are so different. —Gceorge Eliot. 

To one,—a life brimming with every joy : 

Health, friendship, home, and love without alloy ; 

Each angry wind lulled to a summer breeze, 

And life’s rude billows smoothed to calmest seas , 
Untouched by trouble, care, or cruel pain, 

The years a cloudless. peaceful, happy reign 


The other,—stripped of every kindly grace, 
And life but just a weary, hard-pressed race ; 
Oft sinking down, with courage almost gone, 
With faltering step, and garments travel worn 
Beaten, and baffled, by each wind and wave, 
Yet ever pressing on, with spirit brave. 


And yet it was a loving Father's hand, 

That with a heavenly wisdom kindly planned 
Each life, and in his own most righteous will, 
Purposed, and fitted with a wondrous skill 

To each its varied duties, with a care 

O’er both—the life so weary, or so fair. 


METHODS OF BIBLE STUDY. 
BY THE REV. HENRY S. DE FOREST. 


The International Lesson Series, of necessity, has to hop 
skip and jump through the Bible. The three hundred and 
fifty lessons allowed by the seven years only suffice to 
look at a small part of what God has written. And while 
no undue thought is given to the selected paragraphs, 
there is great risk that the Bible as a whole may be neg- 
lected. It is well to keep in mind methods of Bible study 
other and in addition to the preparation of the Sunday- 
school lesson. 

For one thing, the Bible should be read in course, over 
and over again, till we are well familiarized with the whole. 
Revelation was progressive. Like the rising of the sun, the 
light is dimmer at first than at high noon. The promise 
that the seed of the woman shall bruise the serpent’s head 
is the dawn. We find midday when in the fullness of time 
Christ came and brought life and immortality to light 
The Old Testament leads the way to the new, as a porch 
stands before a more stately temple. The Gospel according 
to John gives us views of Christ which we do not find in 
the synoptical Gospels. The Acts give us the growth and 
development of the church, whose foundation only is re- 
corded by the evangelists; and the great doctrines, as that 
of justification by faith, are presented in their fullness only 
in the Epistles. Then since revelation has been a pro- 
gressive work, to understand it well we need to begin at 
the beginning and advance to the end. 

Another reason for this systematic study of the Bible is, 
that without it we shall lose much of the rarest worth. 
For God’s word is a deep mine; its treasures are found 
where we do not expect; nuggets of the purest gold are 
hidden in the deepest depths; gems and sparkling jewels 
are found where we thought was nothing but sand and 
gravel,—mere débris. Now to get it all, we must explore 
the whole, and nothing that God has made in nature or 
written in his word is beneath our attention. Then early 
in life, while the memory is yet tenacious, let God’s word 
be read in itsentirety, and till it has become familiar. 

After mastering the Bible as a whole, we may well 
turn to those parts which are best suited to our present 
needs, and read them again and again with ever-increasing 
delight. The Bible speaks to all classes of men, and is 
adapted to the varying moods of each. It has been called 
a stream in which the lamb may wade, the elephant find 
depths to swim. To the wayfaring man it is a plain 
directory, while the philospher may test his strength in its 
inscrutable mysteries. So it is suited te cur different 
moods and changing emotions. David speaks to the soul 
cast down and disquieted within ; he also gives the impre- 
catory Psalms for the man fighting the enemies of God 
and of his country. Does the reader seek poetry? Job 
gives him Oriental imagery, and Isaiah Hebrew majesty, 
which the uninspired page has never equaled. Is he 
sententious and epigrammatic? Let him read the Proverbs 
of Solomon and he will find apothegms to his mind. Is his 
heart breaking over a new-made grave? Let him read in 
John of one who came from heaven, yet, standing with the 
sisters at Bethany, “ wept.” 
valley and shadow of death? 
third Psalm a rod and staff. 

But the death-bed suggests another method of Bible 
study, now-a-days too much neglected. Seriptwre should be 
committed to memory. 
an age of retaining. 


Is he going through the dark 
He may find the Twenty-< 


This is an age of reading; it is not | 
The memory once did stereotyping, 
now it is all done in the printing-office, and very little that 


we read is really our own. The Bible should be with us in 














read, when we cannot hear, when from sickness or the 
approach of death we are too weak to think, then, unbid- 
den and unsought, promises and consolations from God’s 
word should come floating into the darkened chambers of 
thought, and, like angels of light, they should minister to 
the sick and to the dying. They will not come then, unless 
we entertain them now. We must invite them till they 
are wonted with us and at home; then they will not fail to 
minister to us when our hand forgets its cunning and the 
tongue cleaves to the roof of our mouth. 

This memorizing some portion of God’s work should be 
a daily duty. Three hundred and sixty-five promises will 
in a year make a bundle of wealth. Pursue this course 
from early life, when the memory is especially active, till 
old age, and a man may not only come down to his grave 
like a shock of corn fully ripe, but he may carry with him 
a harvest of wealth, sheaf piled on sheaf in more than 
autumnal luxuriance. If the selection be made a pillow 
verse, and taken to bed with us, our couch will be softer, 
and our rising will be with a brighter light. 


CHILDREN AND THEIR ENVIRONMENT. 
BY GRACE WEBSTER HINSDALE. 


After the Lord had been welcomed by Zaccheus, he 
graciously said, “ This day is salvation come to this house.” 
When the prisoners, Paul and Silas, were released at 
Philippi, the rejoicing jailer was baptized, he himself 
believing and “ all his house.” A home-group of beliovers ! 
Does that describe your household? Were you ever a 
guest in a home where every one loved the blessed Jesus? 

There are several expressions in the New Testament 
which seem to refer to entire households in a state of grave. 
These expressions may mean that a// the members of these 
home-circles were converted, but, at least, they must 
mean that the Lord had come to abide with some one 
individual in each of these families. If, indeed, the Lord 
dwells in the heart of a parent or child, then salvation bas 
come to that house. There is, henceforth, an atmosphere 
of faith and godliness in that home, and we know that all 
who breathe an atmosphere of spiritual vitality are surely 
affected by it. The grace of God will work a blessed chaage 
by such a vital current of holy influence. 

The home is the child’s first school and the parents are 
its first teachers. They cannot help being so, for this is 
God’s plan. Describe faithfully a man’s early environment, 
and we can reckon pretty fairly the result of his condition 
and training. Fathers and mothers who are living with- 
out the recognition of God in the world, are rearing godless 
children. They know nothing of God as a being to worship 
and love; their interests and affections are all degraded, 
because a child learns to enjoy and love the things it has 
been led to think about. Its tastes are set and cultivated 
in its first surroundings, and by its earliest friends. We 
often see irreligious parents taking pains to put their chil- 
dren under religious influences. I know parents in a 
country village who send their boys and girls to church 
and to two Sabbath schools, but they do not go themselves. 
The child knows very well that the parent has no interest 
in these blessed privileges, and he does not count them of 
any value except for the amusement and change they 
afford him. It seems as if the girls regarded the Sabbath 
as a day for the exhibition of hats and ribbons. The father 
willingly spends his earnings that his children may step 
down from the piazza, where he sits reading his newspaper, 
as well dressed as their little neighbors. The bell is ring- 
ing, but there is no response in his heart, and he lets 
his little ones go alone to the house of God. How 
hard it is under such home influence for the pastor or 
teacher to gain any real attention ! 

All young people need a sympathetic interest from older 
minds in their studies, especially in their study of Bible 
truth. It is not in vain to try to interest them in all 
noble objects. Pure and holy tastes can be cultivated by 
those who get daily access to their pliable natures. 

There are no two plants, in this undergrowth of humanity, 
alike: they are a study well worth our gentlest observation, 
but they are all receptive. They take the ideas and feel 
the characters of those around them. Their account of our 
actions would be very imperfect in detail, but they feel the 
motives of our conduct, and are sharers and imitators of 
our spirit. 

What busy workers they are! Running over our houses 
on tiny feet, carrying out their droll imaginations. Keep- 


ing house ; selling goods; playing doctor; preaching ser- 





mons to unseen audiences. Ah, this wonderful power of 
[f you let it alone, it will work with evil 

Trained, controlled, used, it can do 
marvellous things for the best mental and spiritual develop- 
ment. It is that precious power which may well be called 
the mind’s telescope to bring the distant near. It gives 


the imagination ! 
force in the mind 





the dark and when the eyes are closed; when we cannot 


life to bare statement of facts ; by its help, under the power 
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of the quickening Spirit, you may lead the child over the 
paths which Jesus trod on his errands of love. Guided 
by the word, and aided by his capacity to conceive the 
picture you present, you may make the sacred record a 
glowing page of living power. What a mistake to let go 
out of our keeping this beautiful faculty of the mind! 
What egregious folly to allow it to be fed on whatever 
comes in its way! Children will make brain pictures of 
what they read, and frequently they will try to act out 
scenes and characters which this wonderful capacity 
induces them to assume. 

They are a community with open eyes and open ears! 
The believing spirit in them accepts all they hear.  Pic- 
tures are true presentations to their simplicity. Books 
must be credited without question, and the most extrava- 
gant stories are received with amazed but perfect confidence 
Who thinks to teach children the truth in narrative, in 
books, and pictures? I do not mean that they should not 
be entertained with fairy legends and fancy pictures in 
proper degree, but who takes the trouble to teach a child 
to distinguish between the true and the false? It is 
useful work to train a child to see and love the truth 
wherever he sees it. If a picture is untrue to nature, tell 
the young observer to examine the matter, as far as he can, 
and find out the mistake in drawing or color. Give him 
an object-lesson in this engaging way. His observing 
faculty will strengthen, and it will be of service to him all 
his life. 

A troop of children always remind me of a flock of 
sheep. They heedlessly follow each other's suggestions 
and hurry on after their chance leader, with no object in 
going, with no consideration of the point they will reach 
Over the stile and over the wall, half across the neighbor's 
field, and then a sudden halt, with shouts of laughter? 
Are there any careful shepherds who know in just what 
pastures the precious little flock are feeding? Brain and 
soul are getting food, and it is making character with fear- 
ful certainty and permanence. 

These social little folks will join in company to do what 
they never would have the courage to do alone. Compan- 
ionship will double the activities and force of each member 
of the group. Do not fail to notice how by this same 
pleasure of association they can be interested in efforts for 
usefulness suited to their years. You can put them to 
really helpful work for others, if you will only employ 
them in squads, A circle of young people will pay better 
attention than a single listener. They exchange glances of 
surprise and interest, and really learn more because together. 

Such faith in themselves, such happy confidence in their 
own efforts,—was it ever equaled in mature life! Aas, 
how soon their failures surprise and discourage them! It 
is piteous to hear them tell of their ill-success and defeats. 
Have you not overheard their wail, “It’s no use! The 
more I try the worse I am, and I don’t mean to try any 
more!” Is it fair in us grown people to let these young 
souls fail so often? We do not teach them the right way, 
—victory in Jesus! We send them out in their own 
strength to meet an enemy neither you nor I could 
overcome. We tell them to éry, but we forget to tell them 
to trust. What is your way of victory and success? Has 
salvation come to your house? Is there any one at your 
home who knows the way ? 


FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


ee eeese 
SUN SHOWERS. 


BY JESSIE GORDON, 
A bright blue sky and a dazzling sun, 
When suddenly thick clouds, grey and dun, 
Came scudding along in an angry race, 
And covered with frowns the heaven's fair face, 


And down came, chasing with petulant splash, 
Myriads of drops, in a way quite rash ; 

Then a sudden rift showed a strip of blue, 

And though drops fell fast, the sun smiled through, 
A child's fair face, and a merry shout 

Then suddenly frowns, and an angry pout; 

And a shower of tears follows pout and frown, 


Chasing each other swiftly down, 


But quickly the fair face lights again, 
And the sun gleams out through the clouds and rain; 
For though tears fall fast, yet a smile glints through, 


While, the frowns having flown, the eyes show blue 


THE TWO A’. 


BY THE REV. EDWARD A. RAND. 





in the sky, and caught the sound of a long-continued rumble 
as of a ponderous iron wheel rolling along the flooroverhead, 
Then a scowl began to spread over Willie’s face, like that 
spreading over the sky. 

“T thought as much!” he said. “A thunder-shower 
There goes our ride. Too bad!” 

Willie heard a step in the garden walk, and some one, 
springing lightly upon the piazza, pushed aside the honey- 
suckle vines as if they had been folds of tapestry, and 
entered the parlor. It was Willie’s father. 

“Sorry, Willie,” he said, “very sorry, but our ride has 
gone.” 

“T know it; and now I suppose I must be shut up, father.” 
“Oh! it won’t be the worst thing in the world to be kept 
in the house awhile.” 

“Don’t know about that, father,” he replied, as his 
father stepped out of the parlor. 

How the rain poured and rattled, ran and clattered on 
roofand pavement that afternoon. It seemed to have come 
fora good long stay also. What began as an apparent shower 
turned into a heavy, steady rain that lasted all the after- 
noon. A chilly wind set in from the east, swinging all the 
vanes about, and turning about also many other things. 
It turned people from their stores and farms and shops 
toward home, turned the ships toward a harbor, turned the 
cattle toward the barns, and with a drip, drip, drip, the 
rain splashed and saturated everything. 

“ Horrid chilly!” exclaimed Willie. 
“Horrid chilly?” asked his father. 

and he led him into the dining-room. 

Wasn’t that a splendid fire there? So many nimble 
little sprites in jackets of golden flame springing up from 
the hearth, chuckling away, laughing, shouting, roaring, 
mounting higher and higher, and hiding away at iast in 
the cosy nooks of the chimney above. . 

“Sit down here, Willie. Pleasant, isn’t it?” 

“T know it, father; but time seems lost this afternoon.” 


Is there 


coming ! 


“Come this way ;” 


“Oh, not at all? You can do something now. 
not something I can do for you?” 

Father was so good-natured and cheerful, Willie thought 
he could kindle a fire in any heart, no matter how much 
like a cold, dark fireplace it was. 

“Ts there anything you could do, father, did you ask ? 
You are real kind. Let me think. Yes, there is one thing, 
if you have time enough.” 

“Time, Willie? Oh! I guess so. What is it you want?” 

“ Well, our Sunday-school teacher said she wanted us to 
come next Sunday prepared to tell her about two great 
characters in God's church ?” 

“Oh! that’s easy. I will help you. 
know about the two A’s?” 

“Two A’s, father ?” 

“Yes, Augustine and Anselm.” 

“Say them again, please.” 

So the father repeated them. 

“ Au-gus-tine and An-selm,” added Willie. 
have them.” 

“All ready, Willie? I will begin here. Away back 
in the fourth century, there was a little fellow running 
about the crooked streets of Tagaste in Africa. I imagine 
he was a bright but mischievous lad, up to prank after 
prank, But he had a mother worth having. Her name 
was Monica ; and in her treatment of Augustine, she had 
something of that patience God has with us all. Augus- 
tine grew up only to try his mother very much. A young 
man, he strayed off in wild courses of sin. But Monica’s: 
prayers patiently followed him, At last Augustine went 
to Milan. A great preacher was there, Ambrose, and hé 
interested Augustine a great deal. He resolved to come 
back from his wanderings to God, but where should he find 
him? One day, he went all alone into a garden. In 
his distress he threw himself on the ground. He asked 
jod to help him. Suddenly, he heard a voice, and it 
seemed to say, ‘Tolle! lege !’” 

“ What does that mean, father?” asked Willie. 

“Tt is the Latin for the words, ‘take, read.’ But what 
was Augustine to read? He asked the advice of a 
friend, Alype. The Bible was put before Augustine, 
and he chanced to open it at this place, ‘ Let us walk 
honestly as in the day ; not in rioting and drunkenness. . . . 
But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not pro- 
vision for the flesh to fulfil the lusts thereof.’ Right there 
the wanderer touched the feet of Christ, weary and astray 
He had found forgiveness and hope at last.” 

«“ What did he do then, father?” asked Willie. 

“ Why, he was just as earnest in the doing of good as he 
had been in the doing of evil. And how glad his dear 
mother, Monica, was to see it. She had not wasted a 


Do you want to 


“Now I 


no longer. 





“ What's that?” said Willie Stuart. He listened at the 
window where the long honeysuckle vines drooped like 


banrers. He looked up to the black, heavy masses of clouds | and then he was made bishop, and the oversight of many 








single breath in useless prayer. The people in Hippo, 
| Africa, insisted that Augustine should be their minister; 


churches was given him. Such a busy man as he was, and 
such a great thinker and writer!” 
“ What did he write about?” asked Willie. 

“ About everything, I should say; but mostly on reli- 
gious subjects. I think of him in his long black robes, 
sitting in his plain little room, making his pen fly like a 
shuttle. His writings have had a great circulation, and 
have had a vast influence in the shaping of Christian 
opinion. 

“ Augustine lived to be an old man. He died at Hippo, 
where he was made bishop, in the year 430, at the age of 
seventy-six. Those long black robes that had been moving 
about so busily were seen at last no more in street or 
pulpit, for the old bishop lay dying. It was a sad day 
for Hippo in more ways than one. A wild army of barba- 
rians, called Vandals, had pitched their tents about Hippo, 
thirsting for its life. Augustine cared not for the great, 
rough mob outside the city walls. His soul was safe under 
the wings of God’s care, and no one could harm him. The 
story runs that the dying old man asked to have some of 
the Psalms so full of penitence written on the wall. There 
he lay, looking, reading, praying. The end came, and the 
beautiful Psalms were the rounds of a ladder, taking his 
weary feet up into the presence of God. He must have 
been glad to be home at last with the Saviour and his 
dear Monica.” 

“So that is one A, father,” said Willie. 

“Yes, and a great A too,” 

“ And the other?” 

“Oh! Anselm,—I must tell you about Anselm. He 
lived later than Augustine; but he loved Augustine, and 
loved and studied his writings. His cradle was rocked at 
Aosta,in Piedmont. 1033,—that is when he was born. I 
think of him as a boy of quiet, amiable disposition. Like 
Augustine, he was blessed with an excellent pious mother. 
Her name was Ermenberga. Anselm’s home was among 
the mountains. They rose far above him with summits 
of blue, like the domes and pinnacles of a sapphire city. 


“ Anselm used to watch the mountains when a boy, and 
dream about them. One of his fancies was, that just 
above the blue mountain tops was Heaven, and there God 
was on a throne of great majesty. In his sleep, too, he 
had a dream. Up, up, up, higher and higher it seemed to 
him that he went, till above the mountains he found God, 
and there God gave him bread from heaven. 

“Once it was very fashionable for people to be monks, 
to shave the top of their heads and go away into great 
religious houses honeycombed with cells. Some of the 
monks did well and some didn’t. The houses were hives, 
sometimes with many workers, and then what lazy, bad 
bees would swarm there! 

“So Anselm fell in with the fashion and became a monk. 
I believe he was an excellent monk. I should call hima 
large lump of the ‘salt of the earth.’ The monks made him 
their head, and a very bright and busy head they had. 
He was as industrious as Augustine, guiding the monks, 
teaching the youth, overlooking the queer old manuscripts 
handed down by previous generations, and writing works 
on Christian doctrine. 

“He was of a very loving turn of mind. A story is 
told of his care of a poor old man, Herewald. Anselm 
tenderly nursed him. He was so weakened by old age and 
disease that he could not move any member of his body 
except his tongue, but Anselm would press out the juice 
from the pulpy grapes and so nourish the old man. By and 
by Anselm went to England. There they made hima very 
high officer in the church,—the archbishop of Canterbury. 
The kings in England and the officials in the church didn’t 
always agree, and Anselm was obliged to leave England; 
but the king called him back, and the archbishop was at 
Canterbury again. The year 1109 came. In the arch- 
bishop’s house an old man lay dying. I wonder if he 
thought then of the blue mountains about his Piedmont 
home. Perhaps he lay there thinking of his dream in sleep 
when alittle boy. Up, up, he climbs again, weary asa child, 
higher still, away above the mountains, into the beautiful 
home of God where his sainted mother is. People may 
have gathered about the archbishop and called to him, but 
he had climbed the blue mountains, and, like Moses, never 
came down again. Anselm was dead.” 

“ What did Anselm write about, father?” said Willie. 

“Tf I should single out his special work, I should say it 
was in treating of Christ’s love for sinners and Christ’s work 
for sinners. Anselm loved Augustine, and though the two 
were unlike, Anselm has been called the Augustine of his 
age. They both did a good work, and in the doing of it 
lived to be of the same age, seventy-six. 
A’s in church history.” 

“Two great A’s, father, and.so much for Sunday-school.” 

“ Yes, Willie, and so much to show that a rainy after- 
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noon may not_be such a very bad thing after all.” 
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CONCERT EXERCISE. 





SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES. 


BY MRS. M. C. HYATT. 

Singing : 
How shall the young secure their hearts. 

Reading Scriptures: Exodus 19. 
Prayer. 
Singing : 

sities Father of mercies, in thy word, 
Leader: Who is the author of the writings that we are 

commanded to search? 
First teacher: 
All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable 


for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in right- 


eousness: that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly fur 
nished unto all good works (2 Tim. 3: 16, 17) 


Second teacher : 


For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but | 


holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost 
(2 Pet. 1: 21 
TITLES OF THE SCRIPTURES. 
Leader: Mention some of the titles given to the Scrip- 
tures. 
(Let the titles be given by the class in concert, and the 
texts by individual members of it. ] 


First class : 

1. Holy Scriptures: 

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated 
unto the gospel of God, (which he had promised afore by his 
prophets in the holy scriptures.) (Rom. 1: 1, 2.) 

2. The word of God: 

But he said, Yea, rather, blessed are they that hear the word of 
God, and keep it (Luke 11: 28) 

3. The word of Christ: 


Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; 
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord 
(bol. 3: 16). 

4. The word of truth : 

Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we 
should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures (Jas. 1: 18). 

5. The Book: 

Then said I, Lo, I come: in the volume of the book it is written 
of me, I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is 
within my heart (Psa. 40: 7, 8). 


6. The book of the law: 

And he read therein before the street that was before the water 
gate from the morning until midday, before the men and the 
women, and those that could understand; and the ears of all the 
people were attentive unto the book of the law (Neh. 8: 3). 

7. The oracles of God: 

What advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is there of 
circumcision? Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them 
were committed the oracles of God (Rom. 3: 1, 2). 

8. The sword of the Spirit : 


And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God (Eph. 6: 17). 


Singing: 

Holy Bible, book divine. 
CONTENTS OF THE SCRIPTURES. 

Leader: What do the Scriptures contain? [As before, let 
the class make the statement in answer each time, and 
let individual scholars give the texts. ] 

Second class : 

1. A revelation of God’s character : 

Speak unto all the congregation of the children of Israel, and 
say unto them, Ye shall be holy: for I the Lord your God am 
holy (Lev. 19: 2) 

2. His holy law: 

Behold, I have taught you statutes and judgments, even as the 
Lord my God commanded me, that ye should do so in the land 
whither ye go to possess it (Deut. 4: 5). 

3. The record of divine prophecies and their fulfillment 

We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do 
well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark 
place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts 
(2 Pet. 1: 19). 

4. The promises of the gospel : 

Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious 
promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, 
having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust 
(2 Pet. 1: 4). 

5. They reveal the way of salvation: 

To him give all the prophets witness, that through his name 
whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins 
(Acts 10: 43 

6. They tell us of the final judgment; its rewards and 
punishments : 

Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that 
are in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth ; they 
that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that 
have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation (John 5: 28, 29 
School : 


Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal 
life: and they are they which testify of me (John 5: 39 


DESCRIPTIONS OF GOD’S WORD. 


Leader : How is God’s word described? 





469 





| Third class: As pure,— 


The words of the Lord are pure words: as silver tried in a 
| furnace of earth, purified seven times (Psa. 12: 6). 


| Fourth class: As perfect,— 

| The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul (Psa. 19: 7). 
| Fifth class: 

| As true,— 

| Thy word is true from the beginning: and every one of thy 
righteous judgments endureth forever (Psa. 119: 160) 


Siath class : 


As sure,— 


Thy testimonies are very sure: holiness becometh thine house, O 


Lord, forever (Psa. 93: 9) 
Seventh class : 
As quick and powerful,— 


For the word of God is quick and powerful, and sharper than 
any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of 
soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner 
of the thoughts and intents of the heart (Heb. 4: 12). 
| Lighth class : 


| 
| 
As precious,— 


How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, O God! How 
great is the sum of them! (Psa. 139: 17.) 


Ninth class: 
As everlasting,— 


The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our 
| God shall stand forever (Isa. 40: 8). 


| Singing : 
How precious is the book divine. 
POWER AND SUFFICIENCY OF THE SCRIPTURES. 
Leader: What did God design that his word should do 
for man? 

[Have responses made by the class, and its individual 
scholars, as directed above. ] 
Tenth class : 

1. Give light: 


The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding 
unto the simple (Psa. 119: 130). 


2. Cleanse the heart : 


Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto 
you (John 15: 3). 


3. Cleanse one’s ways: 


Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking 
heed thereto according to thy word (Psa. 119: 9). 


4. Produce faith : 


But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life 
through his name (John 20: 31). 


5. Produce hope: 


Remember the word unto thy servant, upon which thou hast 
caused me to hope (Psa, 119: 49). 


6. Give wisdom : 


The testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple 
(Psa. 19: 7). 


7. Support life : 


But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by 
God (Matt. 4: 4). 


8. Promote growth in grace: 


As new-born babes desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye 
may grow thereby (1 Pet. 2: 2). 


9. Guide on to glory: 


Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterward receive me 
to glory (Psa. 73: 24). 


Class : 
But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God 
perfected ; hereby know we that we are in him (1 John 2 


2: 5). 


Leader: Does the gospel, as set forth in the Scriptures, 
meet all the needs of man’s spiritual nature ? 


Eleventh class : 


And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that 
cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me 


shall never thirst (John 6: $5). 
Singing : 
’Tis the promise of God full salvation to give. 
Leader : How should we search the Scriptures? 
Twelfth class : 
Prayerfully, —- 


Come thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of 
thy law (Psa. 119; 18). 


Thirteenth class : 
Depending upon the Holy Spirit for aid,— 














Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you 
into all truth; for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever 
he shall hear, that shall he speak; and he will shew you things 
come (John 16: 13) . : 


t 
to 


Fourteenth class : 


Earnestly ,— 
Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice 
for understanding ; if thou seekest her as silver, and searchest fo® 
her as for hid treasures ; then shalt thou understand the fear of 
the Lord, and find the knowledge of God (Prov. 2: 3-5 


~ v0 v) 
Fifteenth class : 
Carefully, — 
Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit 
which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely 


given to us of God. Which things also we speak, not in the words 
which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth ; 





compating spiritual things with spiritual (1 Cor. 2: 12, 13). 








bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 





Sixteenth class : 
Regularly,— 
These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they 


received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the 
Scriptures daily, whether those things were so (Acts 17: 11). 
Teachers: Taking nothing from and adding nothing to 
them : 
What thing soever I command you, observe to do it: thou shalt 
not add thereto, nor diminish from it (Deut. 12: 32). 
Singing : 


God in the gospel of his Son, 


OUR DUTY WITH THE SCRIPTURES, 
Leader: What are 


some of our duties after searching 
God’s word? 


(Class state each duty in concert, and individual scholars 
give the texts. | 


4 
Seventeenth class: 


1. We should lay up its words in our hearts: 

And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in 
thine heart (Deut. 6: 6) 

2. We should obey its teachings: 


But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 
your own selves (Jas. 1; 22 


3. We should talk of them and teach them to the chil- 
dren : 


And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and 
shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou 


walkest by the way. and when thou liest down, and when thou 
risest up (Deut. 6: 7). , 


4. We should teach them to all persons: 

So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and gave 
the sense, and caused them to understand the reading (Neh. 8: 8), 

5. We should use them against our spiritual foes : 

Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is 


written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt 
thou serve (Matt, 4 . 10), 


Class : 
And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirié, 
which is the word of God (Eph 6: 17), 
Leader ; How do God’s children regard his word? 
First class : 
They love it,— 


Oh, how love I thy law! It is my meditation all the day (Psa. 
119: 97). 


Second class : 

They delight in it,— 

But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth 
he meditate day and night (Psa, 1: 2). 
Third class: 

It is sweet to them,— 


How sweet are thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter than 
honey to my mouth! (Psa, 119: 103,) 


Fourth class : 
They trust in it,— 


So shall I have wherewith to answer him that reproacheth me: 
for I trust in thy word (Psa, 119: 42), 


Fifth class: They hope in it,— 

My soul fainteth for thy salvation; but I hope in thy word 
(Psa. 119: 81). 
Siath class: They rejoice in it,— 

I rejoice at thy word, as one that findeth great spoil (Psa. 
(119: 162). 
Seventh class : They are grieved when men disobey it,— 

I beheld the transgressors, and was grieved; because they kept 
not thy word (Psa. 119: 158) 
Eighth class: They desire to be taught by it,— 


Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy statutes; and I shall keep it 
unto the end (Psa. 119 : 33). 


Ninth class: They esteem it above all things, — 
Neither have I gone back from the commandment of his lips; 
I have esteemed the words of his mouth more than my necessary 
food (Job 23: 12). 
Singing: 
I love the volume of thy word. 


THE DANGER OF NEGLECTING THE BIBLE. 
Pastor : 


He that despised Moses’ law died without mercy under two or 
three witnesses: of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, 
shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son 


of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he 


was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the 
Spirit of grace’? (Heb. 10: 28, 29.) 








Leader : 
Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things 
which we have heard, lest at any time we should Jet them slip. 
For if the word spoken by angels was steadtast, and every trans 
yression and »becdience received a just recompense of reward ; 
how shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at 
he first began to be spoker by the Lord, and was confirmed unto 
us by them that heard hi: ( ulso bearing them witness 
oth with s i wonders id with divers miracles, and gifts 
the Holy , according to his own will? (Heb, 2: 1-4) 

Pastor : 

See that ye rm fuse not him that speaketh, For if they escaped 
not who refused him that spake on earth, much more shall not 
we escape, if we turn away from him that 


pe, if that speaketh from heaven 
(Heb. 12: 25) 
Singing : 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come, 


BENEDICTION, 
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STUDIES IN THE ACTS. 


[Third Quarter, 1877.) 
6. July 29.—The Yoke Brok 
6 Aug. 5.—Paul sent to Macedonia Acts 16: 1-15 
7. Aug. 12,—Paul and Silas in Prison Acts 16: 22-34 
8. Aug. 19.—Thessalonians and Bereans_......------.--Acts 17: 1-14 
9. Aug. 26.—Paul at Athens Acts 17: 22-34 
10, Sept, 2—Paul at Corinth Acts 18: 1-11 
ll, Sept. 9.—Paul at Eph Acts 19: 1-12 
12, Sept. 16.—Pewer of the Word Acts 19: 17-28 
13, Sept, 23.—Paul at Miletus Acts 20: 17-32 
14, Sept. 30.—Review. 


Acts 15: 22-31 





























LESSON 7. SIINDAY, AUGUST 12, 1877. 
Title: PAUL AND SILAS IN PRISON. 


GOLDEN TEXT: AND HE HATH PUT A NFW SONG IN MY MOUTH, EVEN 
PRAISE UNTO OUR GOD; MANY SHALL SEE IT, AND FEAR, AND SHALL TRUST IN 
Tux Lorp.—Psa, 40: 3. 


Lesson Topic: Christian Joy. 


1 In Suffering, v. 22-25. 
Outline : {2 In Ministering, v. 28-32. 
3 In Believing, v. 33, 34. 


HOME READINGS. 
Monday,’Aug. 6: Acts 16 22-34. Christian joy. 
Tuesday, Aug. 7 Matt 5: 1-12. Joy in suffering. 
Wednesday, Aug. 8 1 Thess. 2: 1320 Joy in ministering. 
Thursday, Aug. 9. Luke 10: 17-24 Joy in believing. 
Friday, Aug. 10: Neh. 8: 1-12. The power of joy. 
Saturday, Aug. 11: Isa. 35: 1-10. Promise of joy. 
Sunday, Aug. 12: Luke 2: 8-44. Good tidings of great joy. 


LESSON TEXT. 


[Acts 16: 22-34.] 

22. And the multitude rose up together against them ; and the 
magistrates rent off their clothes, and commanded to beat them. 

23. And when they laid many stripes upon them, they cast them 
into prison, charging the jailer to keep them safely : 

24. Who, having received such a charge, thrust them into the 
inner prison, and made their feet fast in the stocks. 

25 And at midnight: Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises 
‘uanto God; and the prisoners heard them. 

26. And suddenly there-was a great earthquake, so that the 
foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the 
doors were opened, and every one’s bands were loosed. 

27. And the keeper of the prison awakened out of his sleep, and 
seeing the prison doors open, he threw out his sword, and would 
have killed himself, supposing that the prisoners had been fled. 

28. But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no 
harm: for we are all here. 

29. Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and came trem- 
bling, and fell down before Paul and Silas. 

80. And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do 
to be saved? 

$1. And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved, and thine house. 

$2. And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to all 
that were in his house, ‘ 

83, And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed 
their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, straightway. 

34. And when he had brought them into his house, he set meat 


.. before them, and rejoiced, believing in God with all his house. 





BIBLE LIGHTS. 


Acts 16:22. The magistrates.——But beware of men: 
for they will deliver you up to the councils, and they will scourge 
you in their synagogues ; and ye shall be brought before governors 
and kings for my sake. Matt. 10:17, 18——In labors more 
abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in 
deaths oft. 2 Cor. 11: 23.——But even after that we had suffered 
before, and were shamefully entreated, as ye know, at Philippi, 
we were bold in our God tospeak unto you the gospel. 1 Thess, 2:2. 


V.23. Cast them into prison.—They shall lay their 
hands on you, and persecute you, delivering you up to the syna- 
gogues, and into prisons, being brought before kings and rulers 
for my name’s sake. Luke 21: 12.——I Paul, the prisoner of 
Jesus Christ for you Gentiles. Eph. 3; 1——I therefore, the 
prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the 
vocation wherewith ye are called. Eph. 4: 1——I suffer trouble, 
as an evil doer, even unto bonds. 2 Tim. 2: 9. 


V.24. The inner prison.—Thus saith the king: Put 
this fellow in the prison, and feed him with bread of affliction and 
with water of affliction, until I come in peace. 1 Kings 22: 27—— 
Wherefore the princes were wroth with Jeremiah, and smote him, 
and put him in prison in the house of Jonathan the scribe; for 
they had made that the prison When Jeremiah was entered into 
the dungeon, and into the cabins [margin, cells], and Jeremiah 
had remained there many days; then Zedekiah the king sent, and 
took him out. Jer 87: 15-17——Then took they Jeremiah, and 
cast him, into the dungeon of Malchiah, the son of Hammelech, 
that was in the court of the prison: and they let down Jeremiah 
with cords. And in the dungeon there was no water, but mire: 





so Jeremiah sank in the mire. Jer. 38: 6,——I called upon thy 
name, O Lord, out of the low dungeon. Lam. 3: 55, 

Made their feet fast in the stocks.——Thou puttest my 
feet. also in the stocks. Job. 13: 27——He putteth my feet in 
the stocks. Job 33: 11——Whose feet they hurt with fetters: 
he was laid in iron, Psa, 105: 18,——Then Pashur smote Jere- 
miah the prophet, and put him in the stocks that were in the high 
gate of Benjamin, which was by the house of the Lord, Jer. 20: 2, 
——Every man that is mad, and maketh himself a prophet, that 
thou shouldest put him in prison, and in the stocks. Jer. 29: 26. 

V. 25. At midnight.——Where is God my maker, who 
giveth songs in the night? Job 35: 10.——O my God, I cry in 
the day time, but thou hearest not; and in the night season, and 
am not silent. Psa 22: 2——I will bless the Lord at all times: 
his praise shall continually be in my mouth. Psa 34: 1——In 
the night his song shall be with me, and my prayer unto the God 
of my life, Psa, 42: 8——Call upon me in the day of trouble: I 
will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me. Psa. 50: 15. I 
call to remembrance my song in the night. Psa. 77: 6——I have 
remembered thy name, O Lord, in the night. Psa, 119: 55. 
At midnight I will rise to give thanks unto thee, Psa, 119: 62. 

v.26. A great earthquake. And, behold, there was 
a great earthquake. Matt 28: 2 And when they had prayed 
the place was shaken where they were assembled together 
Acts 4: 31——And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, 
and, lo, there was a great earthquake. Rev. 6: 12——And the 
same hour was there a great earthquake. Rev. 11: 18, 


Every one’s bands were loosed.—The Lord looseth 
the prisoners. Psa 146: 7——To open the blind eyes, to bring 
out the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in darkness 
out of the prison house. Isa, 42: 7——The Spirit of the Lord 
God is upon me; because the Lord hath anointed me to preach 
good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the 
broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the open- 
ing of the prison to them that are bound. Isa. 61: 1——By the 
blood of the covenant I have sent forth the prisoners out of the 
pit wherein is no water. Zech, 9: 11. 

















v.29. Came trembling. The Lord reigneth ; let the 
people tremble. Psa. 99:1.——My flesh trembleth for fear of 
thee. Psa 119:120.——Hear the word of the Lord, ye that 
tremble at his word. Isa. 66: 5.——Fear ye not me? saith the 
Lord; will ye not tremble at my presence? Jer. 5: 22. I 
make a decree, That in every dominion of my kingdom men 
tremble and fear before the God of Daniel. Dan. 6: 26, 


Fell down before Paul and Silas.——tThe sons also 
of them that afflicted thee shall come bending unto thee; and all 
they that despised thee shall bow themselves down at the soles of 
thy feet Isa 60: 14——I will make them to come and worship 
before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee, Rev. 3: 9, 

v.31. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.—He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved Mark 16: 16——As 
many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons 
of God; even to them that believe on his name. John 1: 12.—— 
For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life. John 3: 16.——With the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness. Rom. 10: 10, 


v.33. Washed their stripes.—When a man’s ways 
please the Lord, he maketh even his enemies to be at peace with 
him. Prov. 16: '7,——I was a hungered, and ye gave me meat: 
I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was astranger and ye 
took me in: naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick and ye visited 
me: I was in prison, and yecame unto me Matt, 25:35, 36-—— 
But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was; 
and when he saw him, he had compassion on him, and went to 
him, and bound up his wounds, pouringin oil and wine, and set 
him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care 
of him, Luke 10: 33, 34———By love serve one another. 
Gal. 5: 13. 

V. 34. Rejoiced. With joy shall ye draw water out of 
the wells of salvation. Isa. 12: 3——Ye shall go forth with joy. 
Isa. 55: 12 ——He went on his way rejoicing. Acts 8: 39,—— 
We . .. rejoice in hope of the glory of God. Rom 5: 2——The 
fruit of the Spirit is ... joy. Gal. 5: 22. 








INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT. 


Under the labors of Paul and Silas at Philippi, Lydia 
and her attendants received Christ, as we saw in the last 
lesson. After this, a female slave, who was possessed with 
certain superhuman powers, beset Paul and Silas, until they 
rebuked the spirit which dwelt in her, and it left her, so 
depriving her masters of this source of gain. As they suf- 
fered thus pecuniarily by the work of the apostles, they 
were very naturally enraged, and therefore they made an 
appeal upon false charges to the authorities. This unfair 
complaint led to the demonstration against Paul and Silas 
which is narrated in the opening verses of the lesson. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PROFESSOR A. 0, KENDRICK, D.D, LL.D. 


REVISED TRANSLATION. 


(22.) And along with these rose up against them the multi- 
tude; and the pretors, having rent from them their gar- 
ments, directed to beat them with rods: (23.) and having 
inflicted upon them many blows, they threw them into 
prison, giving orders to the iailer to keep them securely; 





(24.) Who, receiving such an order, threw them into the inner 
prison and secured their feet in the stocks. (25.) And at 
midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing praise to 
God, and the prisoners were listening to them. (26.) And 
suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the founda- 
tions of the prison were shaken: and immediately all the 
doors were opened, and the bands of all were loosed. (27.) 
And the jailer awakening from sleep, and seeing the doors of 
the prison standing open, drew a sword and was about to 
kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. (28.) 
But Paul cried with a loud voice, Do no harm unto thyself; 
for we are all here. (29.) And having called for lights, he 
sprang in, and, trembling, fell down before Paul and Silas, 
(30.) and brought them forth outside, and said, Sirs, what 
must I do that I may be saved? (31.) And they said, 
Believe on the Lord Jesus, and thou wilt be saved, and thy 
house: (32.) and they spake unto him the word of the Lord, 
together with all that were in his house. (33.) And taking 
them in that hour of the night, he washed them from their 
stripes, and was baptized himself, and the whole of his 
[household] immediately ; (34.) and bringing them up into his 
house, he spread a table for them, and rejoiced with exulta- 
tion, having, with his whole household, believed in God. 


NOTES. 


Verse 22.— With those : that is, with the masters of the dam- 
sel; the ignorant multitude were easily wrought upon by 
them. The more common rendering is “ rose up together ;” 
but it is much less probable.— The pretors. The Greek word 
mean strictly, “leader of an army,” “ general;” and it is 
the term by which the Greek historians of Rome generally 
designate those magistrates in the provincial cities, who, 
properly duumvirs, affected the title of pretors as a sort of 
“miniature consuls.” A colonial city modeled its govern- 
ment, as nearly as might be, after that of the metropolis. 
Hawing rent their garments: that the blows might be inflicted, 
as usual,on their naked bodies. Some have made the 
preetors rend their own garments; but this the verb will not 
allow, nor the purposes of the rending, which were practical, 
not emotional. This latter was a Jewish and Oriental (see at 
14: 14), not a Roman custom. The rending may have been 
done in ostentatiously prompt compliance with the demands 
of the populace, by the magistrates themselves, though this 
is by no means certain from the expression —Beat with rods: 
done 7. the lictors (rod-bearers, verse 35), who also very 
probably rent off their clothes. In 2 Cor. 11: 25, Paul men- 
tions three beatings with rods, of which this, of course, was 
one. The others Luke does not mention,—one among the 


numberless proofs that he and the apostle did not write in 
collusion. 


Verse 23.—Many : indicating great severity of punishment. 
The charge had been artfully transformed from the real one 
into a crime against the state, and the magistrates make 
haste to vindicate their loyalty. The haste with which it 
‘was done—they waited for no trial—may have been one 
reason why there was no protest on the part of the prisoners. 
—Prison : undoubtedly damp, dark, filthy, and unwholesothe, 
as ancient prisons, and, until very recently, modern prisons, 
generally were. Especially the inner prisons were “ pesti- 
lential cells, damp and cold, from which the light was ex- 
eluded, and where the chains rusted on the limbs of the 
prisoners” (Conybeare and Howson).—Securely : to give them 
no chance of escape, and possibly renew the scourging on 


| another day. ~ 


Verse 24.—Receiving such an order. There is no evidence 
that the jailer acted with wanton cruelty. He knew the 
stringency and the mercilessness of the law that controlled 
him, and perhaps simply took the needful precautions. — 
Inner prison: at once deeper, darker, and more secure.— 
Stocks : blocks of wood with holes into which their feet were 
thrust, stretched wide apart, thus serving at once for security 


and torture. They were used also to confine the hands and 
the neck. 


Verse 25.— Were praying, etc. Literally; while (or, amidst 
their) praying were singing praise: that is, were engaged in 
mingled prayer and praise. Outward afflictions and intense 
pain (from undressed wounds and the stocks) did not over- 
whelm them: he in whom they believed gave-them songs 
both “in the night” and in the dungeon.— Were listening : 
doubtless with mingled emotions of wonder, envy, and con- 
tempt. Whether in the same or different apartments we are 
not informed. The statement is intended to imply that their 
praying and singing, as it were, filled the prison; the Greek 
word means not merely “ hearing,” but “ listening.” 

Verse 26.—Earthquake: literally, shaking, and generally 
put for a shaking of the earth, an earthquake. There was here 
certainly an apparent shaking of the earth, and a real shak- 
ing of the prison, a phenomenon purely miraculous, and 
therefore not extending much beyond the precincts of the 
prison : if felt in the city, it may have had something to do 
with the prompt action of the pretors on the following 
morning. This miracle will stumble none who believe at all 
in the miracles of the Bible. Miracles, as a class, stand or 
fall together. One miracle, as the incarnation, or the resur- 





rection, or even the creation, carries with it all the rest. 
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Deny miracles, and the Bible becomes the most senseless and 
the falsest of books. The wonders of heathen mythology 
are explicable only on the supposition of their falseness : 
those of the Bible are wholly inexplicable on any hypothesis 
put that of their truth. Wrought by such a God, for such a 
purpose, and of such a nature, if they are falsehoods the 
falschood is more marvellous than the marvels which it 
records. That bad men should have fabricated such miracles, 
that good men should have fabricated any miracles, is alike 
incredible.—Opened: whether by the direct violence of the 
concussion, or as an additional result of divine power, it is 
difficult to say ; probably the latter. I think the shaking of 
the prison, the flying open of the doors, the loosening of the 
prisoners’ bands, were three concurring but independent 
miracles. Certainly the third was independent of the other 
two. 


Verse 27.—Being roused, by the violent shaking of the 
prison and the accompanying din and commotion.—Seeing. 
He evidently slept in, or in a room closely adjoining, the 
prison. A moment brought him to the scene.—Doors: the 
successive doors which led from without to the inmost prison ; 
so that all could have escaped. We know why Paul and 
Silas did not: the others may have been either dazed and 
bewildered by the event, or restrained by Him who had pro- 
duced it— Was about to kill himself: in anticipation of the 
fate that awaited him the next day in the event of the 
escape of his prisoners. This would imply that there had 
been no general earthquake, as then this particular scéne 
would be lost sight of in the general terror and commotion. 


Verse 28.—In the darkness Paul could see distinctly 
enough to‘discern his purpose, or it may have been divinely 
revealed to him.—Do thyself no harm: euphemistic for ‘ Do 
not kill thyself.” On the right of suicide the ancients hold 
loose notions. Plato argues azainst it on the ground that 
man, as a creature of God, has no right to leave the post 

_ which God assigns him without hi: \‘aster’s direction —All 

‘here. Paul recognized at once by divine intuition the 
scope and purpose of the miracle, and, whether he could see 
them all or not, knew that none had fled. 


Verse 29.—Calling for lights: fully to assure himself, and 
examine the condition of the prison—Fell down before them: 
in fear and reverence; knowing that it was for their sakes 
that the wonder had been wrought. 


Verse 30.— What must I do? etc. The abruptness of 
the question need occasion no difficulty. It regarded 
~ not his temporal but his spiritual salvation. In regard 
tothe former, his prisoners beimg safe, he was in no 
danger. In regard to the latter, he may well have known 
something of the apostles’ preaching during their stay in the 
city; he was aware, perhaps, of the real cause of their im- 
prisonment; he had doubtless heard some solemn words from 
them after they were delivered to his charge: and all this, 
with the accumulated wonders that now overwhelm him, 
‘May well explain, especially under the influences of the 
Spirit (that could work as it did in Saul) this abrupt and 
earnest question. 

Verse 31.— Believe: the one universal condition of salva- 
tion—And thy house. The language is elliptical; it implies 
that the same blessings, under the same conditions, shall be 
extended to all his household, whoever they may be. See the 

fame ellipsis, Acts 11: 14. The household would naturally 
consist of his wife, servants, and very probably children. 


Verse 32.—Spake the word. They followed up the brief 
general direction with a fuller exposition of the way of salva- 
tion, and of the character and work of its great Author. 
“The word of the Lord” (that is, the word or discourse 
Which-they had received from the Lord Jesus), or “the word 
of God" (God being regarded as its author (chap. 6:7; 12: 24), 
and often simply “the word,” had become standing phrases 
for the entire message of salvation. “Word” in this case 
always implies not merely the utterance, but primarily the 
Word as carrying in it thought and truth, and thus often 
equivalent to doctrine. Another term for the word (rhema) 
denotes siraply something spoken,—utterance, mandate (Matt. 
4:4; Rom. 10: 17, “hearing through the word or mandate 
of God").— Together with all. As the promise was equally 
toall, all united in listening, and received the same gracious 
influence. Apparently, though not certainly, this “speaking” 
Was in the house of the jailer. 

Verse 33.— He took them (to him or along), implying appa- 
Tently some removal from their immediate locality —Jn that 
Mur. The conversion had been thorough, and produced 
lmimediate fruits—— Washed them from : elliptical for “ washed 

' them and cleansed them from ” their stripes; from the blood 
tnd dust that irritated their’ undressed wounds. He did 

’ What he could to mollify and heal them. The word here 
‘ Wed for “ washing,” denotes washing the entire body, not a 
‘ art of it (see John 13: 10, 12), thus a virtual bathing — Was 
& The baptizing followed close upon the washing. 
He had ministered to them in carnal things ; they returned 
itseven-fold in spiritual things. He washed them from their 
outward stripes; they administered to him and his the bap- 
Which implied the cleansing and healing of the soul.— 

‘Gil his, The expression is brief but emphatic: “they 








that were his, the whole of them.” As they had with him 
listened. and believed, so with him they were baptized — 
Immediately. The evidences of conversion were too clear to 
require delay. 


Verse 34.—Bringing them up : the house, though adjacent 
to, was higher than the prison. Or the rendering may 
equally well be, “bringing them back,” the speaking having 
thus been in the house, and the apostles brought back to it 
after the washing and baptizing. I think this the preferable 
rendering.—Spread a table: literally, “placed before them a 
table,” furnished with food for his guests—Rejoiced exult- 
antly. The word is stronger than the ordinary word 
“rejoice ;” it is our “exult,” “delight one’s self” (Matt. 
5: 12, “rejoice and exult;” Luke 1: 47, “My spirit exulteth 
in God my Saviour;” John 5: 35, ‘‘ Ye would for a season 
exult in his light; ’’ Acts 2: 26, ‘‘ My heart was glad, and my 
tongue exulted.” It was the festal overflowing gladness of 
the newly found salvation— With his whole household: a 
very emphatic adverb emphasizing the complete transforma- 
tion in this lately heathen family. -It is interesting that two 
of these cases of household conversion and baptism occur in 
Philippi. We have already referred to one in Acts 16: 14, 
“Words by which thou shalt be saved, and thy house.” No 
doubt such phenomena were of no uncommon occurrence 
in the apostolic churches—Having believed: and conse- 
quently still believing. The act has been once for all accom- 
plished, and remains in its results—God. More specifically, 
Christ. We believe in God by believing in his Son. God 
sent forth his Son that we should believe on him. ‘“ He that 
hath seen the Son hath seen the Father.” “Believe in God” 
(so it should be translated), ‘‘and believe in me.” 





PRACTICAL LESSONS. 
BY THE REV. NEWMAN HALL, LL.B. 


Verse 22.—Plausible pretexts are often made to shelter selfish- 
ness and hatred of true ~sligion. Why did the multitude rise 
up against them? A young woman, a slave, possessed with 
an evil spirit, followed the missionaries from day to day, 
declaring them to be the servants of God. Paul was grieved. 
He was sorry for her; he did not wish his divine mission to 
seem to be approved by the powers of darkness, as if he 
were confederate with them, or his ministry disturbed by 
the excitement thus caused; and so, in the name of Christ, 
he commanded the unclean spirit to come out of her. Her 
owners had made money by persons coming, from curiosity 
or superstition, to consult this girl, But now they could no 
longer make a profit by her affliction and use her as a show. 
They were grieved at their own loss, instead of rejoicing at her 
recovery. They were angry with Paul and Silas, caught 
them, dragged them to the forum, and accused them, not 
for what they had done, which was no crime in the eye of 
the law, but because they were Jews, and troubled the city 
with strange customs which were illegal for Romans to re- 
ceive. 

About this time Jews were banished from Rome, and this 
Roman colony might be prompted to imitate the capital. 
By the Roman law, foreigners might quietly practice their 
own religion, but not make proselytes or disturb existing 
institutions. But Christianity was aggressive, and did eventu- 
ally destroy Roman paganism. It was the stone cut out 
without hands, which cast down the great image. But Paul 
meant nothing contrary to social order. To cover the selfish- 
ness of the accusers, they made a charge, which was, in 
appearance, a vindication of good citizenship and respect for 
law. ; 

So, still. Men often seem zealous for right, when zealous 
only for self. Many reject the gospel lest the hope of their 
gains should be gone. Dishonest profits in trade, unright- 
eous and injurious kinds of business, sinful pleasures, . are 
assailed by true religion, against which specious charges are 
urged, as being extravagant and irrational. From dislike to 
religion itself, some object to earnest preaching and revivals, 
under plea ofa love for quietness and reason, and disapproval of 
excitement. Contributions are refused on false pleas—as to 
foreign missions, because of claims nearer home; and to these 
because of the needs of family and children; or some defect 
in the administration of the charity ; or too great expense, 
when economy is not evident in their own personal indul- 
gence. There may be often good motives; but when these 
are urged falsely to cover selfishness, the example is followed 
of these men, who feared to lose their unrighteous gains and 
pleaded reverence for law. 


Verses 23-26.—It is better to suffer for well-doing than for 
evil. The wicked clients gained their cause: the righteous 
defendants werecruelly condemned. The magistrates shame- 
fully yielded to the popular cry. There was no trial, no 
remand for investigation. The clothes of Paul and Silas 
were rudely rent off, and on their naked backs, ini the open 
forum, amid the derision of the crowd, the cruel Roman scourge 
descended, tearing the flesh with ‘many stripes.” They 
were then sent to prison, where further torture awaited them. 
With open, bleeding wounds, they were thrust into the inner 
dungeon, going through that in which the other prisoners 





were confined, perhaps to an underground vault, damp, cold, 
dark ; and here their feet were fastened in a cruel instrument 
which not only confined their limbs, but stretched them 
unnaturally. With smarting wounds, and the agony arising 
from limbs confined in one position, it was difficult to be 
patient and happy. 

True servants of God may, even when employed in their 
work, be subjected to suffering and indignity. But a good 
conscience and the presence of God can turn a dungeon into 
a palace. They had healed ‘a demoniac. They had given 
joy to many hearts by the good news they brought. They 
had done right, and they knew they had, and: that God was 
with them, and so they sang. 


Verse 25.—‘“ At midnight, Paul and Silas were praying 
and singing praises to God, and the prisoners were listening.” 
So the words may be translated. It was an act continued. 
They went on praying and singing; they had been thus 
engaged, and their inner cell was still vocal with praise, 
while the other prisoners were listening with wonder. Paul 
and Silas might have wondered that while engaged in 
faithful service, and when they had been specially sent to 
Europe to preach, they were so soon to be in jail and their 
work stopped. But they remembered that their duty was 
simply to obey and to suffer. They were the servants of God. 
His will was their law, and they were safé in his hands. 
They remembered how Joseph, through his fidelity, was sent 
to prison, where his “feet were hurt in the stocks;” and 
how Jeremiah and Daniel. had been shut up in dungeons, but 
they remembered God, who “ giveth songs in the night.” 

No doubt they sang the psalms of David, as did Christ and 
the apostles after the last supper, who “when they had 
sung a hymn, went untothe Mount of Olives.” We fancy 
we hear them: “ The Lord looketh down from his sanctuary, 
out of heaven he beholdeth the earth, that he might hear 
the mournings of such as are in captivity,”"—and the prison- 
ers are listening: ‘‘O let the sorrowful sighing of the pris- 
oners come before thee; preserve tliou those who are appointed 
to die,’—and the prisoners are listening: ‘‘ The Lord helpeth 
them to right that suffer wrong. The Lord looseth men out of 
prison. The Lord careth for the mghteous,”"—and the 
prisoners are still listening. Now in more joyful strains and 
louder voices they sing: ‘They that sit in darkness and the 
shadow of death, being bound in affliction and iron—they 
cried unto the Lord in their trouble, and he brought them 
out of darkness and the shadow of death, and brake their 
bonds in sunder. Oh that men would praise the Lord for his 
goodness! For he hath broken the gates of brass and burst 
the bars of iron in sunder,’—and the prisoners are listening. 
And God is listening. And suddenly there is an earthquake, 
and the prison is shaken, and the doors fly open, and every 
one’s bonds are loosed. 

Let us learn to sing songs in the night. There is no real 
night but that of sin. There may be the sunshine of adula- 
tion around us, but a bad conscience makes midnight and 
puts the soul into stocks, and there is no heart song. But 
let us be right and do right, and then, though men put us 
into prison, we can, even at midnight, sing praise. The 
presence of God causes songs. 

Paul and Silas were separated from Lydia and- her kind 
household, from Timothy and Luke, from their new converts, 
and were shut up with thieves and murderers ; but God was 
with them, and they heard Jesus say, “ Well done, good and 
faithful servants. Fear not, for I am with you.” Then with 
Jesus we can always sing. It is easy to sing when outward 
things are pleasant; but when money, comforts, health, 
friends, leave us; when we are in some inner prison, lace- 
rated, wounds unwashed, feet in stocks, circumstances an 
instrument of torture, deep midnight settling down, then to 
sing, to sing aloud, not in order that others may hear, but so 
that they can and do hear; to be joyful and show that we 
are, to realize the paradox “as sorrowful yet always rejoic- 
ing,” to “bless the Lord at all times,”—prison times, scourg- 
ing times, midnight times,—to have his praise continually in 
our mouth,—this is the privilege of believers. Whatever 
else they lose, they keep their best ; losing all the world, they 
retain more than the ungodly who keep the world. 

What an evidence of the truth and reality of religion! 
Can the world do this for us? Can philosophy? Can infi- 
delity? Let mourners sing. The midnight will soon be 
past. Joy cometh in the morning. Even at midnight the 
prison may be opened and the chains broken. The Saviour 
of Paul and Silas is ours. Let us sing and let the prisoners 


hear us, so that our joy shall become contagious, and the . 


captives of sin find their fetters broken and their prison 
doors open. 

Verse 27.—Suicide is self-murder. Our life is not our own. 
God gave it, and it is for him alone to take it. Wilfal suicide 
when instantly effected cannot be repented of. It is a fear- 
ful thing to rush unbidden into the presence of the Judge. 
Philippi was famous for suicide. Brutus and Cassius fell on 
their swords. But there may be more cowardice in it than 
true bravery, which calmly waits to suffer whatever is ap- 
pointed, instead of hurrying blindly into eternity to escape 
care and trouble and duty. 

Verse 28.—True piety is magnanimous. Paul was not 
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absorbed in his own bodily sufferings or his own spiritual 
joys, so as to be indifferent to others, and even to the jailer 
who had treated him with unnecessary and cruel severity. 
He was calm amidst surrounding excitement and terror. 
He did not try to escape, and his influence restrained the 
other prisoners. Seeing the jailer about to kill himself, he 


. cried out to him, not languidly, but loudly, “ Do thyself no 


harm, we are all here.” The jailer had done harm to Paul, 
but Paul was eager to save him from harming himself—not 
rendering evil for evil, but contrariwise blessing. Let us do 
likewise. 

Verses 29, 30.—T'he most important question which can be 
asked is this of the jailer. It is an anzious question. ‘“ What 
must I do to be saved?” The jailer’s conscience was 
troubled by the thought of his own cruelty and the innocence 
of Paul and Silas. The earthquake made him feel that God 
was their avenger. The generous interest of Paul in his 
welfare touched his heart. His sins caused him sorrow and 
fear. There was something more than death to dread; some- 
thing more than life to save. By sin we are lost,—lost to 
purity, peace, hope, God. What is the loss of property, 
health, life, compared with the loss of the soul? They who 
are not saved ought to be anxious. They should inquire 
diligently day and night, and never rest till they know how 
they may be saved. 


It is a practical question. “ Whatmust Ido?” Whatever 
is worth having is worth working for. Few things can be 
got without toil. In any great danger the first question is, 
What can be done? Some people seem as if salvation was to 
be got by wishing or dreaming. But Christ bids us “strive 
to enter in at the strait gate,” and “ labor for the bread that 
endureth unto everlasting life.” If we are really in earnest 
to be saved, we shall be willing to work for it, and shall ask, 
“What shall I do?” 


It is a personal question. Whatshall Ido? Religion has 
to do with each individual. It is not enough to confess that 
we are all sinners. I am a sinner, I am lost, I want to be 
saved, what must Ido? Rich, poor, young, old, white man 
or colored, all alike, each for himself, should urge this 
question. 

Verse 31.—The most important statement that can be made. 
It relates toa person. Christianity is not a mere theory, a 
system of philosophy, a set of creeds. It relates to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God,-who became son of Mary, that 
he might suffer for us, show us anexample of perfect obedience, 
conquer death, and save us now and forever by ruling in our 
hearts. In him we are to believe. This is what we have 
to.de-—the simplest yet the greatest thing. Instead of first 
trying to work out salvation for ourselves, we have to come 
to him, trust him, bring all our sins, fears, and sorrows to 
him, accept the pardon he offers and the help he affords. 
“This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom -he 
hath sent.” It is simple trust, and yet it is a real work. 
To trust a guide involves constant following; to trust a 
general, valiant fighting ; to trust a master, diligent working. 
The first act of a penitent sinner must be reliance on Christ 
alone. This he must do, and by this alone he is saved; but 
faith worketh by love, and he who believes most does most. 


Thus believing we are saved. Saved at once. Saved 
before the works that follow, but which are bound up in the 
initial act. Saved by simple faith in Christ, who has 
obeyed and suffered for us, we shall prove our faith by our 
obedience. Salvation by Christ is salvation from sin, and 
when we believe, we surrender ourselves to him ; henceforth 
we belong to him, and not to the devil, and so are saved— 
from guilt, punishment, and fear. There is no uncertainty : 
“Thou shalt be saved.” There is no exception: every one is 
saved who trusts in the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Verses 33, 34. Signs of conversion. (1.) Good works. He at 
once “washed their stripes.” The mention of this reveals 
the condition of the prisoners. The blood was clotted on 
their lacerated backs. The jailer had neglected the most 
obvious dictates of humanity. He was now another man. 
His heart was changed, pity had taken the place of cruelty, 
contempt had given place to reverence and kindness. He 
bronght them into his own private dwelling and set meat 
before them. So true faith will show itself in acts of benefi- 
cence. Love to Christ will be manifested in love to his ser- 
vants and friends. A tree is known by its fruits. 


(2.) Profession. “ He was baptized, he and all his straight- 
way.” He was prepared to suffer whatever reproach and 
punishment this might entail. He knew what Paul and 
Silas had suffered, and, if need be, he would suffer the same. 
He had become a disciple, a learner, and there was no need 
of any delay in declaring it. No difficulty, no inconvenience, 


‘must hinder his profession. In that very night, beforePaul 


and Silas partook of the food he offered them, they baptized 
both him and his family. Let none be ashamed to confess 
Christ. ‘ With the heart man believeth, and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation.” 


48.) He rejoiced. Some think that Christian joy should 


follow a course of consistent obedience, as if the true order 


_ was, believe, be holy, be happy. But to be happy is 





the privilege of all who believe. The jailer “ rejoiced, be- 
lieving in God.” A debtor may rejoice as soon ag his debt 
is paid, a criminal when pardoned, a captive when liberated, 
a drowning man when brought to shore; and so a sinner 
may rejoice as soon as he believes, because he is saved. Such 
happiness will not hinder holiness, but help it. ‘The joy of 
the Lord is our strength.” As soon as a sinner believes, he 
begins to be happy and to be holy ; he rejoices in God, and 
serves him with a loving heart; old things have passed 
away, and all things have become new. 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H, CLAY TRUMBULL. 


The multitude rose wp together against them (v. 22). How 
much easier it is to unite “the multitude” against a well- 
doer than against an evil-doer! It is comparatively diffi- 
cult to arouse popular indignation against a rum-seller, or 
a gambling-house keeper, or a lottery-ticket dealer, or a 
vender of obscene literature, or any other corrupter of 
public morals. But how many times, even in our own. 
day and land, have men been mobbed because they were 
antislavery .agitators, or temperance fanatics, or otherwise 
advocates of a higher standard of living and doing. The 
populace is ready to tolerate almost any degree of im- 
morality in others, which does not immediately and ob- 
viously affect its purely selfish interests; but it is quick 
to resent a reflection, even by implication, on the pre- 
vailing laxity in its own morals. He who would be a re- 
former must be prepared to find the multitude together 
against him. He who would fairly judge reformers must 
bear in mind that popular indignation is in itself no evidence 
of their error of opinion or conduct. 

At midnight Paul and Silas .. . sang praises unto God 
(v. 25). It was not because of their pain from the “many 
stripes” and of the pressure of the stocks, and of the gloom 
of their dungeon, that the disciples’ praised God; but they 
praised him because, notwithstanding all these things, he was 
their God, and Jesus was their Saviour; and they were just 
where God wanted them to be—where they could serve and 
honor Jesus. A Christian's happiness is not dependent on 
his worldly circumstances. It is a result of his restful trust 
in his Saviour, wherever he finds himself at the call of God. 
Daniel could sleep better in the den of lions than Darius in 
the royal palace. Lazarus had more enjoyment with his 
sores and crumbs than Dives with his fine clothing and 
sumptuous fare. If you, as a disciple of Jesus, cannot sing 
praises unto God where you are, with your home and family 
and property and business and station and prospects as at 
present, you would probably be discontented and unhappy. 
under any circumstances in which you could be placed. The 
prompting to give God thanks comes from within, not from 
without ; from a full heart, not from a full pocket, or a full 
larder. Praise is due to God, not alone for what we have de- 
sired, but for all that he has done for us and with us. 


And the prisoners heard them (v. 25). Heard them sing 
and pray. If they had been cursing God for their suf- 
ferings, the prisoners would have heard that. Shut up 
in an inner dungeon, at midnight, Paul and Silas seemed 
little likely to be doing good by their example just then 
and there; but they were heard, and judged accord- 
ingly. 
where our speech and conduct will reach no one else for good 
or ill. If, on a railroad train or a steamer, we speak an im- 
pure or an irreverent word, other travelers may hear it. If, 
as we walk the street with wife or child or parent or friend, 
we speak a loving or an unloving word, a passer by may 
hear it, and base on it his fixed opinion of our character. If, 
ata hotel table or a restaurant, we bow our heads before 
every meal, to thank God silently for the food he gives us, 
other boarders may note it. Singing or praying, speaking 
kindly or harshly, truly or falsely, acting wisely or foolishly, 
our words are all heard and our actions are all judged of 
God, and they are likely to be influential beyond our antici- 
pations over those who observe us, and to whom we are un- 
consciously an example. 

. . . allthe doors were opened, and every one’s 
bands were loosed (v. 26). God can not only enable his ser- 
vants to sing praises in the prison at midnight, when their 
feet are fast in the stocks, but in an instant he can open the 
doors of the prison, and loose every prisoner's bands. Walls 
and chains are as nothing against God's power. Oppression, 
poverty, temptation, sickness, sorrow,—whatever holds fast a 
child of God,—disappears when God speaks the word. The 
disciple of Jesus may expect deliverance from trial, as well as 
strength in trial. All the world was in bondage, and every 
sinner was a hopeless captive, when Jesus was shut in the 
grave; but suddenly “ there wasa great earthquake: for the 
angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and 
rolled back the stone from the door,” and Jesus arose from 
the dead, the Saviour of the world; and immediately every 
soul’s dungeon door was opened, and every sinner’s bands 


Wére loosed, And from that day to this, he who remains a 


captive to sin does so because he will not go out from his 


It is neyer safe for us to suppose that we are 





prison-house, and walk a free man in the glorious liberty of 
the children of God. é 

What must I do to be saved? (v. 30.) Not to save himself, 
but to be saved. Until a man comes to ask that question, no 
salvation is possible to him. If he does not believe that he ig 
in danger, he has no wish for salvation. If he thinks he can 
compass his own salvation, he feels no need of aSaviour. He 
who has never, in a sense of danger, committed himself to the 
one Saviour, is not a Christian; he has no well-grounded 
hope of salvation. 

Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thow shalt be saved 
(v. 31). This is the one answer to the longing question of 
every inquirer after the way of salvation. “ Believe on the 
Lord Jesus;” not, ‘ Believe about him,” nor, “ Believe him ;" 
but, “ Believe on him.” Trust yourself to him as the Saviour, 
as your Saviour, Ifyou believe on him, you will of course do 
as he tells you to. When a man who cannot swim is over- 
board, and one who can swim comes to him and offers to take 
him to the shore; if the imperiled one truly believes on the 
other he will obey implicitly his directions. So, he who be- 
lieves on Jesus keeps the commandments of Jesus. This is 
the test of his faith, and the evidence of his discipleship. 


Rejoiced, believing in God (v. 34). He believed in God as 
his God, and in the Saviour as his Saviour. That was cause 
enough for rejoicing. What now did he care for earthquakes, 
or shaking prison-walls? From this time onward the plan 
of his life was coincident with God's plans. Living or dying, 
suffering or rejoicing, he was the Lord's. Whoever thus be- 
lieves in God has reason to rejoice. Whether he is the jailer 
outside or the prisoner in the inner dungeon; whatever is 
his place, or his lot; whatever are his circumstances or his 
surroundings, he can pray and sing praises, and rejoice with 
all his heart. © 


HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER, 


Ask questions about the scenes of the previous lesson, 
Give the name of the first place in Europe where Paul and 
Silas preached the glad tidings? Where did they hold their 
meetings ? 

There was a strange young girl in Philippi who was partly 
crazed, like many of the people possessed of an evil spirit 
whom Jesus cured. She pretended in her crazy talk to tell 
fortunes, and by that her masters—forshe was a slave—madea 
great deal of money. This girl followed Paul and Silas fre. 





quently, and cried out to them on the streets as the two went — = 


to their prayer-meetings. Paul felt sorry for the girl, and 
said to the evil spirit, ‘‘ I command thee in the name of Jesus 
Christ to come out of her.” She was cured ; she was no longer 
the crazy fortune-teller whose ravings people were curious 
to hear, but only a common slave. The chance for making 
money by her was gone, and of course her masters were 
angry. Whom would they blamé for that? They caught 
Paul and Silas, took them to the market-place before the 
rulers, and complained that they were Jews making trouble 
in their city and teaching things against the laws of the 
Romans, who governed them. 

Do you think thst Paul and Silas deserved such a charge? 
They had been quietly holding their meetings or resting in 
the house of Lydia. But the crowd soon took up the c:y 
against them when disturbers of the peace, and the officers 
took off their clothes and commanded that-they should be 
beaten. This was a terrible punishment. They used to tie 
the prisoner to a post, and then beat his bare back with a 
bundle of rods fastened together with rough thongs. 

Then the rulers put them in prison, and charged the jailer 
to keep them safely. The jailer, who wanted to please the offi- 
cers by keeping the prisoners very safely, put Paul and Silas 
in the inner prison. Past the cells of robbers and murderers 
where the chains clanked and the light was dim, he led them 
farther and farther down to a dungeon beyond other rows of 
cells; then he pushed them into the deep, dark, and damp 
inner prison. 

Could they get away from there? There was no mercy im 
the jailer’s heart; he was told to keep them safe, and so he 
used every means of punishment that he knew. He made 
their feet fast in the stocks, a wooden or iron frame made to hold 
the feet tight. There in the lonely night, with backs bruised 
and bleeding and feet in torture, the two prisoners sat in the 
darkness. What thoughts they must have had in those 
hours! Did they remember their far-away homes and wish 
they had never begun their missionary life? Did Paul 
think of that night vision when the man of Macedonia stood 
by? What did he say? Did it seem as if they could help 
and work for God in that inner prison? Did they weep and 
mourn over their trouble, their cruel treatment, their few 
friendly praying women by the river-side? : 

We are not left to guess, for Luke knew it all, and wrote it 
on an everlasting page. At midnight the prisoners inthe 
other cells heard a strange sound; it rung out through those 
cold walls, accustomed to groans and curses and the crash of 
bolts and clanking chains: it sounded loud and clear, & 
strange language they could not understand, for the words 
were of the old Hebrew psalms that David sang when he 
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said: “God is our refuge and strength.” Paul and Silas 
* prayed, and sang praises, and the prisoners heard them. 
Then there was an earthquake, the walls were shaken to 
their foundation, the’barred and bolted doors: flew open, the 
chains fell off, the stocks were unfastened, every chain and 
band that bound every prisoner was loose. The jailer was 
awakened from his sleep; he saw the doors wide open; his 
first thought was “Oh! my life, my life!” If a jailer let his 
prisoners escape, he was punished with:death. He thought, of 
course, that they were all gone. He seized his sword to kill 
himself, when Paul called out, ‘Do thyself no harm; for we 
are all here.” ‘The jailer then called for a. light, and, trem- 
bling, went and fell down before Paul and Silas. Then before 
asking them any questions he brought them out from that 
dungeon to another room in the prison. 

It was not about their safety he wanted to ask, but his 
own,—not how he could keep his place as a jailer, but 
“ What shall I do to be saved?” How glad the prisoners 
were to answer, to tell him the only way to be saved. Say 
the words over and over so you will never forget them: ‘“ Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved and thy 
house.” They talked with him more and more, and to others 
of his house who listened; and they spoke not their own 
words, but the word of the Lord. 

When the jailer’s heart had learned how to believe, could 
he be cruel to the servants of Christ? He remembered those 
wounds from the rods; he washed their stripes with a gentle 
hand, for their backs were cut with bloody marks from the 
punishment of the day before. There was a fountain in the 
jail whose water cooled and cleansed their wounds; but that 
night the jailer first learned of the fountain of Jesus’ blood 
to cleanse souls from sin and uncleanness. 

What did Paul do to Lydia after she believed in the Lord 
Jesus Christ? In whose name was she baptized? Whom 
else did she want to have baptized? So in the jail the 
promise was, “Thou shalt be saved, and thy house.” “ He 
was baptized and all his, straightway.” They did not put it off 
until some other time. As soon as the jailer knew the joy of 
salvation he wanted his whole house to share the blessing. 
He did not forget to care for the comfort of Paul and Silas; 
but he brought them into his own house in the part of the 
building where he and his family lived. 

Do you not think that Paul and Silas must have been 
very tired and hungry by that time? The jailer thought of 
that and fed them. They sat at his table in his house with his 
family, and they all rejoiced together because they believed in 
God. Can any other homes be so truly happy as those where 
father and mother are one in Christ: where Jesus’ love makes 
all the members of the household love one another more truly 
because they all love him; where his servants are welcomed 
and cared for, for Christ’s sake? That was why the jailer’s 


- house was a happy place after Paul and Silas had helped the 


whole household to believe and rejoice. 

What three men is our lesson about? Paul, Silas, the 
jailer. What was done to Paul and Silas? Caught. Why? 
Let some child tell briefly. Beaten. How? Was it very 
hard punishment? Many stripes. Where were they put? 
In prison. Where did the jailer put them, and what did he 
do to them? Inner prison. In stocks. What were Paul 
and Silas doing at midnight? Prayed, and sang praises. 
What did God send? Earthquake. Who was most afraid? 
What was the jailer's question? The answer? Believe. 
Let some child tell why the cruel jailer was changed, and 
what he then gave to the prisoners. Then write, Pity, Care, 
Food. 

The story will be incomplete unless you relate to the 
children the way in which the prisoners were released by the 
officers. The next morning the rulers sent word to the jailer. 
“Let these men go.” Explain that Paul knew that they 
were free Romans and that the officers had no right to touch 
them; but the noisy mob of the day before probably would 
hotlisten. Paul sent them a message which made the rulers 
afraid, and they came to the prison, and asked Paul and Silas 
to go and leave the city. Tell how they went back to Lydia's 
~ house, met some friends, had a few words of comfort, and 

then left Philippi. 
' There are two great lessons to impress from this story of 
the jailer and Paul and Silas in prison, lessons which cannot 
_ be made tooplain nor repeated too often. From their instruc- 
tion to the jailer, we learn to believe in Christ for salvation. 
' From Paul and Silas’s praise in prison, we learn to have faith 
Even in the darkest hours, from all persecu- 
~ tion and trial and suffering he can deliver and comfort those 
~ Who trust in him. 





ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Patient Surrertne—When the Rev. Dr. Payson was in 
‘great suffering during his last illness, he was asked whether 
the ‘saw any reason why his pain was so peculiarly intense. 
“No,” replied he, “ but I am just as well satisfied as though 
T saw ten thousand reasons for it.” 

Praises rx Pertt.—Dr. Arnot tells in one of his lectures 
‘San accident opposite Edinburgh, in the Forth estuary. A 
Mshing-boat, containing three men, ‘vas upset by a squall. 














The three rose to the surface and grasped their boat. Cling- 
ing to this, they talked over the sermon of the previous Sab- 
bath, they prayed to God, and sang the old familiar hymns. 
One, and finally another of them, fell off exhausted; but the 
third was saved, and told this peculiar experience. 





BLACKBOARD. 


BY HENRY PLANT. 


A.D. 53, FOUR SCENES IN PHILIPPI. 
Li MARKET PLACE, 





Masters of—accusing— | Paul and Silas. 
Multitude, rising— 


Magistrates, rending— Many stripes. 























2. PRISON—MIDNIGHT. 
@ 
3 
Sonas OF PRAISE! -o PRISONERS HEARD—! 
A 
< 
3. 
Foundations shaking! 
Doors opening! 
ed The cry, “Weare all here!” 
Bands loosening ! 
Jailer awaking ! 
4. THE JAILER “AND ALL HIS’”— BEFORE PAUL AND SILAS. 





What must Believe on ' 
I do to be Thou shalt be 
Saved ? Saved. 














SPECIMEN PRIMARY LESSON. 
BY MRS. W. F. CRAFTS. 


Subject—Paul and Silas in Prison, 


Golden Text.—And he hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise 
unto our God: many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in the 
Lord.—Psa., 40: 3, 


Central Thought—The Ministry of Song. 


LESSON PLAN, 


(1.) To show that song cannot be fettered. (2.) To teach that the 
songs of Paul and Silas in prison reached God’s ear, and resulted in 
the jailer’s conversion, (3.) To teach the children that they can ad- 
vance the Lord’s kingdom by the singing of their Sunday-school 
songs. 

INTRODUCTORY EXERCISE, 


What have I drawn on the blackboard? A little bird in 
acage? How many of you have little birds at home? Do 
you open the doors and windows of your homes to let them 
go out flying all over the city and country? No. You keep 
them shut up in their cages or in your houses? Then, I 
think they are prisoners, and their cages are prisons. Do 
you never feel sorry to see their little bright black eyes looking 
at you through the prison bars? 

Do you keep the little bird’s song in the cage? No, it 
goes everywhere. T'hen you cannot make its song a prisoner. 
Madame Guion was a noble lady who lived long years ago. 
She was put in prison by some wicked men because she 
loved Jesus. She thought about the little bird's song going 
everywhere, and she used to sing herself. She wrote a little 
poem about singing in prison, and I will recite it to you. 

“A little bird I am, 
Shut out from fields of air, 
And in my cage I sit and sing 
To Him who placed me there ; 
Well pleased a prisoner to be, 
Because my God, it pleaseth thee, 


“ Naught have I else to do: 
I sing the whole day long, 
And he whom most I have to please 
Doth listen to my song. 
He caught and bound my wandering wing, 
But still he bids me sing ” 


They could not make her song to Jesus a prisoner. Would 
you like to hear about some other persons who sung to Jesus in 
prison f 

THE LESSON TAUGHT. 

I am going to tell you first about the prison they were in. 
(‘ The inner prison” can be represented by imagining a deep 
well with a grating about half-way down dividing it into 
two sections, the lower being the inner prison. It can be 
brought to the children’s comprehension by requesting them 
to close their left hands, thumbs and forefingers touching at 
the points, and held horizontally. Place a piece of perfo 
rated paper over the opening thus made in each little hand 
to represent a grating; then tell them to place their, right 
hands on the grating, in the same position as their left hands, 





An illustration of this kind easy to give will make a clear 


and vivid impression, particularly as the children themselves 
participate in it. A picture of the stocks, which is not hard 
to find, may be shown; or a chalk sketch may be made on 
the board to illustrate how the prisoners’ feet were bound). 
Do you not think those two men must have been very 
wicked to be so terribly punished? No. Why not? Be- 
cause you said they sung to Jesus in.the prison. You will 
know they were not wicked when I tell you their names,— 
Paul and Silas. What have you learned about those two 
men in other lessons? (Let the teacher now describe the 
manner in which they were committed to prison, which will 
include a brief review of some parts of the preceding lesson ; 
a short statement of the context,—Acts 16: 16-22; also the 
facts contained in the first two verses of to-day’s lesson,— 
Acts 16 : 22-24), 

Do you all remember about the little bird in the cage, and 
the sweet Christian lady in prison? Whatcould not be kept 
inside the prison bars? Their songs. At midnight (what 
time was that?) Paul and Silas began to sing songs to Jesus. 
Their songs went all through the prison, and out of tt, up tc 
God in heaven. (Let the teacher now tell the wonderful re- 
sult of their songs. See Acts 16: 26-34.) 


THE CLOSING EXERCISE. 


What do you think, can a song sung in prison to 
Jesus do any good? Whom did the songs of Paul and 
Silas make a Christian? As you have been passing along 
the street, have you ever heard anybody singing songs to 
Jesus? Do you believe songs to Jesus, sung in the street, have 
ever made anybody Christians? How many of you would like 
to hear a true story about this? Shortly after the visit of 
Mr. Moody and Mr. Sankey to Scotland, a little boy passed 
along the streets of Glasgow in the evening singing, “ There 
is a fountain filled with blood.” A Christian policeman 
joined in the song. At the end of the policeman’s beat, he 
asked the boy if he understood what he was singing. 

“Oh, yes!” said the little fellow, “I know it in my heart, 
and it is very precious,” 

A few evenings afterward some one said to the policeman, 
“Do you know a woman was awakened and saved by hear- 
ing, the other night, a hymn sung by a policeman anda boy?” 

Perhaps you often ask yourselves, What can I do. for 
Jesus? my hands and feet are so small, and I am so young. 
Have you not learned to-day what you can do? Yes, sing 
to Jesus. Where? What for? To make other people 
Christians. What songs will you sing? Those I learn at 
Sunday-school. You may not know as the policeman 
and the boy did what good your songs have done, but you 
will know it some day in heaven. See, I have written our 
Golden Text on the blackboard. It is about singing to make 
others Christians, and it looks like a song itself. I will give 
you each a copy of it to take home and learn better than you 
can learn it here. 





And he hath put a new song into my mouth, 
Even praise unto our God, 

Many shall see it and fear, 

And shall trust in the Lord. 











ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 


Acts 16:22. Rose wy ey. against them. The prisoners | 
were now in the hands of the officers; hence we are not 10 
think here of any actual onset upon them, but of a tumul- 
tuous outburst of rage, a cry on all sides for the punishment 
of the offenders. The magistrates hasten to obey the voice of 
the mob.— Hackett. 


The magistrates rent off their clothes. The clothes of Paul 
and Silas. The mob and the magistrates acted together ; 
but the implication is that the magistrates acted under the 
impulse of and to please the mob, as did Pilate in the case of 
Christ.— Abbott. 


V. 23. Many stripes. The Roman 
limited to ‘forty stripes save one,” like that of the Jews. 
Paul himself tells (2 Cor. 11: 24, 25) that he suffered Jewish 
scourging five times, and Roman three times; but Luke 
mentions only this instance of the latter.— Ri 


V. 24. The stocks, An instrument of torture as well as 
confinement, made of wood bound with iron, with holes for 
the feet, which were stretched more or less apart according 
to the severity intended. Though jailers were proverbially 
unfeeling, the manner in which the order was given in this 
case would seem to warrant all that was done.— Brown. 


unishment was not 


V. 26. A great earthquake. Strictly a commotion, shak- 
ing, once translated tempest (Mark 8: 24), but always eélse- 
where used in*the specific sense of earthquake—Alezan- 
der, 


Every one's hands were loosed. That is, their fetters, stocks, 
eto., by which they were bound, were unloosed; not only of 
the .two chief prisoners, but of every one in the prison. 


| What an impression this must have made upon those who . 


were just now listening to the devotions of Paul and Silas, - 
to hear this ype ier crash, and how a must they 
have associated it with a divine interposition |—Jacobus. 


V. 27. Would have killed himself. Under the Roman law the 
jailer was liable to undergo the punishment which the male- 
factors, who escaped by his negligence, were to have suffered... 





See chap. 12:19. Hence the pains which the soldiers took - 


. 
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to make sure of the death of Christ (John 19: 34). The 
yew would have avoided death and disgrace by suicide — 


V. 28. Weare all here. We donot know the structure of 
the prison. The part of it where the apostle was, and the 
position in which he sat, may have enabled him to see that 
no one of the prisoners had gy through the open doors; 
or he may have been divinely instructed to give this assur- 
ance.— Hackett. 


V. 29. Fell down before Paul and Silas. The persons 
whom, a few hours before, he, according to his office, treated 
with so much asperity, if not cruelty, as some have supposed. 
— Clarke. 


V. 30. What must I do to be saved? t is probable that he 
concluded at once their doctrine to be divine, both from the 
extraordinary earthquake. and from their not taking advan- 
tage of the doors being open to make their escape.— Pearce. 


V.31. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. The brevity, 
simplicity, and directness of this reply are, in the circum- 
stances, singularly beantiful. Enough at that moment to 
have his faith directed simply to the Saviour, with the assur- 
ance that this would bring to his soul the needed and sought 
, serene en how being a matter for after teaching — 

rown, 


Here is the sum of the whole gospel, the covenant of grace 
in a few words.— Henry. 


V. 32, They spake unto him. The apostles lengthened 
their reply to the jailer’s earnest question by explaining to 
him in the briefest words the way of salvation. The lights 
had been brought, and naturally his whole family gather 
around him and the apostle standing in the hall, so that the 
word reaches ‘all that were in his house,” but not all that 
were in the prison.— ’ 


V. 33. Washed their stripes. He washed their stripes, 
was washed from sin; he fed them and was fed.—C hrysostom. 


V. 34. Brought them into his house. Thus the prisoners 
became the guests of their jailer; the jailer, who had pur- 
posed taking his life, received eternal life. The songs of 
oo were transferred from the stocks to the jailer’s home. 

o doubt many prisoners shared in the blessing. — Riddle. 





SONGS IN THE NIGHT. 
[From Arnot’s ‘Church in the House.”] 


“Songs in the night” are the special gift of God, and they 
are well fitted to arrest attention and impress their mark. 
When there is evidence of peace with God prevailing over 
the heaviest of outward troubles, it takes effect on the con- 
science of an observer. It is a great thing to see one taken 
up from a miry pit, and his feet set upon a rock and his 
goings established ; but it is when a new song 1s put into his 
sole that many shall see it and shall fear and shall trust 
in the Lord (Psa. 40). It is specifically joy in believing 
when it bursts forth in great tribulation that takes effect on 
others and wins them to the Lord. 

A lamp when lighted may burn by day, but it is only at 
night that it is seen by the neighborhood. The darkness 
does not kindle or cause the light, but the darkness reveals it 
and spr it around. It is thus that consistent Joy in the 

. when believers attain it in a time of trouble, becomes 
an effective testimony for Christ. Not a few owe their con- 
version fnutratnentalts to the light that streamed from a 
saint in the hour of his departure—to the song that rose 
from the pilgrim when he was traversing the valley of the 
shadow of death. ‘ 

Thus, though the kers were bound that night, the 
word was free; not only the word that went upward to the 
throne of God, but also the echo of that word, that pierced 
the gloomy partition-walls and sank into the startled ears of 
weary and wretched prisoners. It seemed a roundabout 
road that the word of the gospel took to reach these motley 
groups of Greek and Latin Gentiles; but the word did not 
miss its way. There was a dead wall between the apostles 
and their audience, and therefore they did not preach that 
night. But there was no wall between them and the Father 
of their spirit. : praying. they hymned God in the inner 
prison, and the prayer sent upward fell down again on the 
other side of the partition, falling there on listening ears. 
In : circuitous method the gospel reached some needy 
souls. 

It is thus that in modern warfare they often overcome a 
fortress which is too strong to be taken by direct assault. 
The wall frowns thick and high between the defenders and 
the assailants. No missile sent in a direct line can touch the 
ekg Spe garrison. The besiegers in such a case throw their 

Is high into the heavens; these fall within the enclosure, 
and do more execution in their fall than they could have 
done by direct impact on the walls. When a good soldier of 
Jesus Christ cannot by direct preaching of the gospel reach 
the ears and hearts of men to subdue and win them, he may 
sometimes effectively accomplish his object by prayer and 
praise. His arrow, going first upward, may in its descent 
wound some conscience and subdue some soul. 

Christian families or groups, traveling in Romish or other- 
wise darkened districts, might in this way scatter blessings 
on their track. They may possibly not possess talent or find 
opportunity for preaching; but if, in the evening in the 
hotel, they should “pray and sing praises to God,” some 
prisoners might hear and turn to the Lord. . - 

But the same lesson admits of application on a greater 
seale and nearer home. Some disciples of Christ have the 
misfortune to dwell in an ungodly neighborhood. But along- 
side of the misfortune, if they are watchful, a privilege lies. 
If their lamp burn, the surrounding darkness will reveal and 
utilize its light. Satan's prisoners are within earshot of 
Christ's free men. Perhaps a hard partition of various 
prejudice shuts out the ungodly from direct instruction and 
reproof; but nothing can defend them from the indirect 
stroke which Paul and Silas dealt on their fellow-prisoners at 
ere Let the prayer-hymn rise, soft and sweet, from the 

in the house when the door is shut; and the notes 
sent up to heaven will drop down again into houses where 


no church 





WORK AND WORKERS 


——— 


STATE CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1877. 


Georgia, at Athens. August 24-26. 











Kansas, at Ottawa. October 16-18, 
New Hampshire, at Nashua November 5-7, 
New Jersey, at Paterson... November 13-15. 








SUNDAY-SCHOOL CAMP-MEETINGS. 


Congress at Bay View, Petoskey, Mich., - ts July 24-31 
Encampment (Inter-state) at Loveland, Ohio, July 24-August 2 
Assembly at Chautauqua Lake, N. Y. 


Reform Council and Church Congress, August 4-7 
Sunday-school Assembly, August 7-21 
Scientific Conference, - . - - August 18-23 
Encampment at Spring Grove, Ohio, - August 9, 10 


Council at Wesley Grove, Orange County, N.Y., - August 14-17 
Parliament at Wellesley Island, St. Lawrence River, August 20-31 
Association of the Northwest at Clear Lake, Iowa, Aug. 22-Sept. 6 





MINNESOTA STATE CONVENTION. 


‘The Minnesota State Sabbath School Association met for 
its nineteenth annual convention at Mankato, June 19-21. 
A correspondent who attended the meeting has this to say 
concerning it : 

“We have had a grand meeting, and although we have 
had no talent from abroad to help us, I think we have 
never had a more interesting convention. The fact has 
been brought out that Minnesota is second to no state in 
its array of earnest, intelligent and consecrated Sunday- 
school workers. With such men as Henry Plant, George 
B. Bradbury, J. D. Blake, D. W. Ingersoll, John Douglas, 
and a host of others, Minnesota will never have dull, dry 
or unprofitable conventions. Every worker has gone 
home with a higher appreciation of the trust placed in his 


-hands by the Master, and with renewed consecration to 


the work.” 

From a sketch in the Pioneer Press, it appears that the 
Statistical Secretary gave the following summary of the 
state of the work : 














Schools reporting, -- 569 
Pupils (estimated in part), < 40,000 
Conversions during the year,_..__- ao 1,202 
Schools organized during the year,-..--s.-------.---------. 63 
Expended on the work,_.....__..-- its .- $20,000 








The exercises consisted very largely of practical exercises. 
Mr. Henry Plant gave blackboard exercises in Bible 
chronology and geography; Mr. 8. O. Sherwin gave 
valuable hints on “Methods of teaching ;”: the question 


“drawer was opened frequently; Mr. D. R. Noyes opened a 


valuable discussion on “ How to study the Bible ;” Mr. 
Plant conducted a Bible class which studied the next 


Sunday’s lesson, and in such work every moment was used 


with a view to practical results. 


Among the resolutions adopted by the Convention were 
the following : 


Resolved, That we believe the Sabbath schools of Minnesota 
should take no uncertain position on the temperance question, but 
that they should strive in every way in their power to induce all 
under their influence to form habits of total abstinence. And to 
this end we cordially endorse the Minnesota Sabbath School 
Temperance League, and would solicit in its behalf the full co- 
operation of pastors and superintendents throughout the State. 

ResoWwed, That we unqualifiedly approve the International 
Lesson series and commend their use by all our schools; and that 
our delegates to the international convention at Atlanta, Ga, be 
instructed to vote for the appointment of the same or a similar 
committee to prepare a future series, 

The officers chosen for the ensuing year are; President, 
Mr. George H. Brewster, of Mankato ; Secretary, the Rev. 
J. A. McGowan, of Shakopee; Statistical Secretary, Wil- 
liam Cheney, of Minneapolis; Chairman of State Central 
Committee, Henry Plant, of Minneapolis. The next 
annual meeting will be held at St. Paul, in June, 1878. 





WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


—A two days’ Sunday-school encampment is announced 
for August 9, 10, at Spring Grove Camp Ground, near 
Wellsville, Ohio, Its general conductor is the Rev. I. A. 
Pierce. 


—A Council of Sunday-school workers is now announced. 
It will be held at Wesley Grove, Orange County, N. Y. 
This place is near Goshen on the Erie Railroad. The days 
for the council are August 14-19, and Professor William 
F. Sherwin is general conductor. 

—The Rhode Island Baptist Sunday School Convention 
met in Providence, July 6. The Rev. Dr. E. G. Taylor 
gave an exposition of the lesson for the next Lord’s Day ; 
the Rev. E. A. Woods read an essay on “ The unity and 
diversity of the Scriptures;” and Professor Bancroft, of 





Brown University, and the Rev. 8. G. Woodrow, editor of 
The Providence Baptist, delivered addresses. 

—The Dakotah Sunday-school Association met at Elk 
Point, June 26, and was in session three days. Mr. Henry 
Plant, of Minnesota, was present, and took an active part in 
the work of the Convention. The exercises included normal 
drills, lesson study, and similar practical helps. Resolu- 


tions were adopted endorsing the International Lesson ~ 


system, and recommending its adoption in all the schools 
of Dakotah ; also, strongly favoring temperance work in 
the Sunday-schools. Mr. A. W. Hilton, of Finlay, was 
chosen president for the year; Mr. W. 8. Bell, of Ver- 
million, Secretary. The next convention will meet at 
Vermillion, at a time to be chosen by the Executive 
Committee. 


—The Sunday School Assembly of the North-west will 
be held at Clear Lake, Iowa, from August 22 to Septem- 
ber 7. The Chautauqua course will be followed in the 
normal work. The Rev. Drs. J. H. Vincent, E. F. Burr, 
L. T. Townsend, J. P. Newman, and T. De Witt Talmage, 
with the Rev. J. 8. Ostrander, and Messrs. M. C. Hazard 
and John V. Farwell, are announced as helpers. The 
bulletin of the Assembly gives these items of information: 

Clear Lake, in Northern Iowa, is one of the most southerly 
of the cluster of beautiful lakes for which North-western Iowa and 
Southern Minnesota are so famous, and is pronounced by tourists 
the most beautiful sheet of water on the American continent. It 
abounds in fish, and is well supplied with fishing, boating and 
bathing facilities. 

The Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad runs directly to 
the grounds, landing passengers and baggage within two hundred 
feet of the pavilion. The Central Railroad of Iowa, and the Bur- 
lington, Cedar Rapids and Northern Railroad, intersect the Chi- 
cago, Milwaukee and St, Paul Railroad near the lake, making 
easy and prompt connections. These are all popular lines, and 
wili give excursion rates from Chicago, St. Louis, Milwaukee, St. 
Paul, and all intermediate points. 

The music will be under the leadership of Captain John F. 
Merry, ‘‘ Iowa’s own Sankey,’ and Professor Bunn, of Mt. Vernon 
College. 

All further information may be had by addressing the Rev. J 
H. Lozier, Webster City, Iowa. 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


—The Rev. Newman Hall in a personal note says: 
“This hot weather thins our schools, LastSunday, however, 
we had fifty classes under our roof in full operation. The 
two rooms in ‘Lincoln Tower,’ ‘Washington Room,’ 
and ‘ Wilberforce Room,’—having their Bible classes.” 

—Announcement has already been made of the fact that 
the Baptists of Gloucester, England, are engaged in an 
effort to secure a memorial of Robert Raikes in his native 
city. To rear such a memorial has several times been 


-attempted in that city, but hitherto it has failed. The Bap- 


tist Church there being much in need of a new Sunday- 
school room, resolved to erect a new one, and to give it 
this memorial character. A site has been secured and has 
been paid for. Plans for the building are prepared, and 
some £900 are on hand to begin the work, which will now 
be vigorously pushed. The Rev. C. H. Spurgeon thus 
endorsesthe movement: “I rejoice in your project ; to build 
a fit place for your school is laudable, and to make it a 
memorial to Robert Raikes is better still. Gloucester 
should have such a memorial, and it will be none the 
worse for being a Baptist school, for Raikes belongs to all 
sections of the church. Put me down for £5, and I hope 
so many others will be eager to share in the good work, 
that you will have need to cry ‘ Hold! enough!’” The pro- 
posed building will contain a hall capable of seating four 
hundred and fifty persons, also numerous class-rooms, and 
a room for a teachers’ library. The library is to be for 
teachers of all denominations. Over the principal entrance 
will be a bust of Robert Raikes. Contributions for the 
work are already made generously, and those disposed to 
subscribe may remit to the Secretary, Mr. J. E. Corn- 
ford, 11 Eastgate Street, Gloucester, England, post-office 
orders or checks, to the order of the Gloucestershire Bank- 
ing Company. 


GENERAL. 


—Open-air preaching is carried on vigorously at the fer- 
ries, and in other public places of resort in New York City. 


—The “Non-Sectarian Gospel Mission” is the title of 
an organization for preaching the gospel to prisoners in 
the Tombs, of New York. The Rev. Dr. Betger is in 
charge of the work; of which he gives cheering reports. A 
public meeting in aid of this work is held quarterly in one 
of the churches of New York. 

—In connection with the meetings at Ocean Grove, N. J., 
there is to be held a Young Peoples’ Assembly, August 
2-8. Messrs. William H. Morris of Poughkeepsie; Alex- 
ander T. Stuart and Warren Choate, of Washington; H. B. 
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“‘Qhamberlin, of Syracuse; P. F. Sutphen and Earl Hol- 
dridge, of the New York Young Men’s Christian Associ- 
~ ation; R. R. McBurney, R. C. Morse, Thomas K. Cree, 
George A. Hall, Frank L. Smith, and other well-known 
workers among young men, are expected to be present. 
The Rev. Dr. Deems, the Rev. John Cookman, the Rev. 
Andrew Longacre, the Rev. Harry Saunders, the Rev. B. 
M. Adams, and other favorite preachers to the young, have 
been invited to aid in the services. 











—The British and Foreign Bible Society is giving atten- 
tion to the soldiers in the East. Its recent report states: 
«The seventy-third annual report of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society states that ‘attention has been given 
to the wants of the armies engaged in conflict, and 4,000 
copies of Scriptures have been given to Turks and Sclavs 
in sixty-five hospitals; the Austrian agency has distrib- 

uted 144,000 during the year. Operations have been 
conducted also in Bosnia, Montenegro, Herzegovina, and 
almost every part of the Turkish Empire. The present 
circulation of the Turkish agency is 28,000, and in Russia 
970,000 copies were purchased last year. Within five 
weeks 13,000 volumes were sold among the Russian 
troops in Bessarabia.’” 





PERSONAL. 
—The Rev. Dr. Edward Eggleston has gone to Europe. 


—Dr. J. H. Vincent, while returning from the dedi- 
cation of the Bliss monument, narrowly escaped severe 
injury by falling, as he entered the train. 


—The health of Mr. Spurgeon is reported to be such 
that he has been obliged to relinquish all engagements 
beyond his present home duties. 


—Philip Phillips, who sang in Aberdeen, Scotland, a 
few weeks since, is reported by the Free Press of that city 
to have received there a hearty welcome from the lovers 
of sacred song. 


—Frank Beard, who is denominated “the great chalk- 
talk chief,” has added the Sunday-school Parliament to his 
list of summer appointments. He will be there at its 
opening and remain several days. 


—Dr. L. W. Munhall has been holding a series of meet- 
ings in Jeffersonville, Ind., in connection with the churches 
and the Young Men’s Christian Association. During a six 
hours’ meeting on their day of special prayer, forty-nine 
business houses and several saloons were closed. 


_—At the recent Mildmay Conference, reported in the 
London Christian, the venerable George Miiller, in closing 
an address, made the following personal allusion, which 
will be of interest to his friends in this country : 
~ Most of my friends know that during the last ten months I have 
been laboring on the continent of Europe; and I commend my 
' services there—which I believe were of deep importance on account 
of the spiritual state of things there—to the prayers of my 
' Wrethren and sisters-in Christ. In sixty-eight places, almost all 
large cities, I have preached three hundred and two times during 
the ten months I have been away, and the state of spiritual things 
‘Thave seen on the Continent makes me desirous of bringing these 
fervices before God’s saints, that they will ask the Lord to let his 
Dlessing rest on the poor feeble efforts of his servant during these 
ten months. I would further ask the prayers of my brethren and 
fisters for myself and my beloved wife, as we purpose in a short 
time, the Lord willing, to go to the United States of America. I 
have been often asked, and recently especially asked in a joint 
letter received from devoted servants of Christ, to labor for a 
tison there. I purpose to do so, and I commend myself and my 
Wile to your prayers, that the Lord may give us physical strength, 
aad especially the wisdom that we need. 


—Dr. Schaff writing from Germany to The Evangelist 
the late Dr. Tholuck, of whom he was once a pupil, 
Mentions him as resembling Professor Park of Andover, 
especially in the power of illustration, apn humor, and: 
the gift of inspiring teaching. 

sum and substance of his theology was that Jesus lived 

wud die for the salvation of sinners. Tohim as the only Master he 
led his innumerable pupils. His lecture-room and his pulpit was 
of Christ, Herein lies his significance and fame in the 
_ tistory of German theology and religion. He was the greatest 
: he students I knew.. Having no children, he looked upon 
we 3 ical students from all parts of the world as his sons. 
aéWok walks with them twice every day, he invited them freely 
“Wis hospitable board, he assembled them in the evening for 
G0us conversation. He had a remarkable gift of inspiring 
tl imaating young men and bringing them to a consciousness 
of their individuality. He was never dull, always fresh and sug- 
W#hive, and often brilliant. He was fond of trying intellectual 
“periments on young minds, and testing their metal by perplexing 
(eestions. He would ask American students “ Why has God made 
pooaad Chinese and so few Yankees?” or “How is Mr. Zrb- 
(Peabody)?” Once I found him promenading with a 
Methodist and a skeptical student of medicine from St 
and asked him why he took such an interest in an unbe- 
He replied: “ This young man is seeking religion, and 
is entitled to special attention.” He often expressed a 
#¢ America, but humorously remarked that hé was afraid 
our kindness, and our hot cakes for breakfast. 











































BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


The Scripture Club of Valley Rest. By the author of 
“Helen’s Babies.” New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons.—Mr. 
John Habberton has pretty nearly achieved the old feat of 
waking up in the morning and finding himself famous, for that 
very amusing and life-like pamphlet, “ Helen’s Babies,” has 
proved one of the great literary successes of recent years, and 
has made a ready sale for the author's later books. Of these 
there have been no less than three within a year, and two 
more are announced for immediate issue. Unless Mr. Hab- 
berton is careful, he will kill the goose that lays the golden 
egg. With the example of every recent humorist save Mark 
Twain before him, he should see that hastily made literary 
reputations, like the biblical gourd, are apt to die soon, But 
his recent books have shown no signs of hasty preparation or 
thinness of construction, doubtless because they were written 
before an eager market was ready for them. The present 
story is decidedly interesting, and points a moral at the 
expense of over-literal Bible readers. A club, in a Western 
town, meets to study the Bible, and in it people of various 
creeds and order of intellect compare notes. The Sermon 





quarrel between those who favor and oppose the immediate 
application of good morals to the Christian life. The club 
finally splits, the ‘‘ mere moralists” seceding, and the remain- 


‘| der turning their attention to the location of heaven and 
The satire is good, but it is not greatly 
needed outside of Valley Rest. Christians differ concerning 
the relative position of faith and morals in the work of 
salvation, but not one church-member in ten thousand 
‘believes in the divorce of creeds and good deeds. (16mo, pp. 


kindred themes. 


188. Cloth, $1.00.) 


won't do. any harm to remind our readers that such is her 
real name—made a pleasant little collection: of poems of 
nature, which she called “ Roadside Poems,” as indicating their 
fitness for the saunterer’s portmanteau. This book is 
designed to be a companion volume, and contains many 
pieces specially devoted to brooks, hills, forests, and the 
seaside, its predecessor having confined itself to more accessible 
objects. Poets, native and foreign, old and new, and famous 
and obscure, are represented in a collection which is compre- 
hensive and yet choice. A great many of the old favorites 
are here, but Miss Larcom has gone into the byways and 
hedges of literature as well as of nature, and gives us some 
pieces which ought to be more famous than they are. Taken 
together, her two books form a well-chosen and portable 


anthology of outdoor verse. (16mo, pp. 303. Cloth.) 


Vest-Pocket Séries. “ Oliver Cromwell,” by Thomas Car- 
lyle; “Spring,” by James Thomson; ‘‘ Essay on Man,” by 
Alexander Pope. Boston: James R. Osgood & Co.—This 
series, of late, is devoted about equally to American and 
English literature, and in the latter department its selections 
are very well chosen. Here, beside Carlyle’s estimate of 
Cromwell, we have the first quarter of “ The Seasons,” and 
Pope's famous poem, produced in a style of equal beauty and 
convenience. These volumes can really be carried in the 
vest-pocket without inconvenience, and we make friends 


in a portable and popular form, 
each.) 


(32mo. 


Half-Hour Series. 


Harpers’ miniature library are both novels. Mr. Reade’s i 


minutes. Miss Macquoid’s is not lively at all, possesses n 


tions, according to the patience of the reader. 


of Breton life are very pretty and natural. (32mo. 
20 cents.) 


Chicago : 


societies. 
and a considerable diversity among them is shown. 


Western ministers. (16mo, pp. 192. Cloth, $1.00.) 





entitled ‘‘ The Wise Men of Greece.” 


The American Tract Society will publish in the fall 








book of Bible stories, illustrated, by “ Faith Latimer.” 





on the Mount is thoroughly discussed, and over it arises a 


Hillside and Seaside in Poetry. Edited by Lucy Larcom. 
Boston: James R. Osgood & Co.—Last year Miss Larcom—it 


Captain Burnaby is writing another book, the title of 
which is, ‘‘On Horseback through Asia Minor; Five Months 
with Turks, Circassians, Christians, and Devil-Worshipers.” 


D. Appleton & Co. are about to issue the first volume of a 
new series of the “‘ Annual Cyclopedia.” It will be uniform 
with the “ American Cyclopedia,” and will supplement the 
latter work so far as the events of history and records of 
religious movements, science, politics, fiverasure, and biogra- 
phy obtain in the year 1876. 


If any one wants to become a Shaker, he or she can find 
directions fully laid down in a little pamphlet, “ What shall 
I do to become a Shaker?” edited by George Albert Loomis, 
Shakers, N. Y. Persons who “from the delusions of anti- 
Christ have been led to believe that they are following 
Jesus,’ while sharing the enjoyments and proving faithful to 
the duties of a married life, are here invited, by ‘ Eldress 
Harriet M. Bullard,” to shake off their family ties “ as a child 
its swaddling-clothes, or a worn-out garment,” and to find 
rest and comfort in her Shaker home. 


Among the printed sermons that have come to us lately is 
one on “The Higher Unity,” (from the text, “One Lord, 
one faith, one baptism,”—-Eph. 4: 5,) by the Rev. Samuel 
W. Duffield, of Auburn, N. Y. Mr. Duffield’s method 
of sermonizing, like his well-known n_wspaper style, is 
direct, clear, and forcible. He has an apt, as well as a 
graceful, way of putting the truth as he apprehends it. In 
this sermon, he presents the oneness of Christianity under 
the three following heads: 1. The Redeemer of the 
human race must be one; 2. One Lord implies one faith; 3. 
There shall be, also, one baptism. 


From thetext, ‘And Terah died in Haran,” the Rev. F. F. 
Emerson, pastor of the Asylum Avenue Baptist Church, of 
Hartford, Conn., preached a fresh and forcible sermon, which 





under the title of “ Light in Darkness,” has been printed in a 
very attractive form by The Case, Lockwood, and Brainard 
Company, of that city. The points emphasized are, that 
“human disappointment is universal;” that “death is not 
postponed for man’s convenience ;” that‘ any man's place in 
general history is but insignificant,” and that “the very 
dreariness of the natural view of life is divinely arranged to 
drive us to faith as our only covert.” 


The Rev. T. C. Boykin, of Atlanta, is the Baptist state 
Sunday-school evangelist of Georgia. To meet the many calls 
upon him for information concerning the organization and 
methods of Sunday-school work, he has prepared a little 
manual under the title “ Friendly Suggestions about Sunday- 
school Work.” It states concisely the nature and objects of 
this work, defines the duties of officers and teachers, gives 
hints concerning wise methods ‘of study and teaching, tells of 
convention and institute work, and mentions various helps 
and appliances which its author can recommend. It is a 
compact and sensible manual for the guidance of Sunday- 
school workers. Its cost is ten cents. It can be obtained by 
application to the author. 


Mr. William F. Gill’s forthcoming “Me 
" reminds the new literary editor 
Express—-who is reported to be the poet, R. H. Stoddard— 


the New York 


willingly with a series which gives us such old masterpieces 
Cloth, 50 ‘cents 


“The Jilt,” by Charles Reade; ‘The 
Mill of St. Herbot,” by Katharine 8. Macquoid. New York: 
Harper & Brothers.—These most recent volumes in the 


a very lively, highly improbable, and thoroughly interesting 
story, which can be read through in about one hundred 


special interest, and may be read through at once or in sec- 
Its pictures 
Paper, 


Law for the Clergy. Edited by Sanford A. Hudson. 
8. C. Griggs & Co.—Mr. Hudson, whose work in 
this volume is merely that of a compiler, presents within 
small compass the statutes of the seven states of Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Iowa, Minnesota, and Wisconsin 
concerning the organization of churches and ecclesiastical 
All the marriage laws of the states are also given, 
The 
volume is a useful and convenient book of reference for 


Professor Blackie will publish, during the autumn, @ poem 


that several writers have already done something similar. 


There are now in print nine memoirs of which he [Poe] is the 
hero, and not one is to be entirely trusted, and not more than one 
to be trusted at all. Dr. Griswold told more than was true, 
though he told much that was too true, and those who abuse him 
worst are obliged to use his biographic materials. After Dr. 
Griswold came Mr, James Hannay, an English essayist, who wrote 
with great fervor and greater ignorance; then Mr, Charles F. 
Briggs, who was associated with Poe on the Broadway Journal, 
and who wrote a short memoir for the illustrated edition of Poe's 
Poetical Works; then the morbid Frenchman, whom Swinburne — 
admires so, Charles Baudelaire; then Mr. R. H. Stoddard, in 
Harper’s Magazine; then Mr. John H, Ingram, an Englishman of 
no note, who edited an Edinburgh edition of Poe’s works; then 
Mr. Eugéne L, Didier, and last, Mr. William F. Gill, publisher, of 
Boston. Mr, Gill has not inflicted his memoir on the public, but 
it will come, probably with the dog-days. Nine biographies in 
twenty-eight years, and yet Mr. Ingram would have us believe that 
Poe is in danger of being forgotten by his countrymen! 


te) 








The Nation's London correspondent, writing of the London 
press generally, has this to say concerning the position of 
the “ Thunderer’’ among its contemporaries : 

In The Times the resources of the paper are applied more to the 
acquisition of a high standard of criticism upon the events of the 
day than to the marshaling of these events. The Times regards 
news as a secondary object. It aims primarily at securing the 


best ability in the country for its leaders, and the most skilled 
short-hand writers for its reports of important speeches, No one 
thinks of reading the report of a great debate in the House of 
Commons, or a great speech delivered in the provinces, except in 
The Times, provided he can lay his hands upon it. The verbal 
accuracy of the report can be trusted, and the speech is certain to 
be given at length. Similarly, if you wish to read a fair, common- 
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sense review of the proceedings at such a meeting | 
as that held at Birmingham the other day you go 
to The Times. The othér papers may give you 
their view of it; The Times alone will give you an 
impartial view. On the other, if you want the 
earliest rumor of an engagement in Asia Minor, 
or a sensational account of a fight between a man 
* and a dog, or the first hint of a vacancy in a 
remote constituency, or the description of a new 
Bulgarian horror, you will not go to The Times. 
You will find the first, if it is authentic, in the 
London Correspondence of the Manchester Guar- 
dian, or the Scotsman, the second in The Daily 
Telegraph, and the third and fourth in The Daily 
News. These papers lay themselves out for early 
information, and for news that any man may 
read as he runs, or as he is hurried from one sta- | 
tion to another in the underground railway. 

They beat The Times in the news department, 

but The Times holds its own in every other 


department. 








BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 





Watter Baker & Co. received the 
highest awards at London, Paris, Vienna, 
and Philadelphia for their Chocolate and 
Cocoas. The public endorses this verdict by 
a constant and ever-increasing demand for 
these excellent preparations. 


No REMEpY equals the admirable Cough 
Lozenges known as Spencer’s Chloramine 
Pastilles, Druggists have a ready sale for 
them. Principal Depot, 107 North Ninth 
Street, Philadelphia. Send 10 cents for 
sample box. Johnson, Holloway, & Co., 
Special Agents, Philadelphia, 


Onz of the best books, of a popular char- 
acter, says The Sunday School Times, giving 
@ full history of the books of the Old and 
New Testaments and the Apocrypha, their 
authors, time and circumstances connected 
with their productions, etc., is the Com- | 
panion to the Bible, by the American Tract | 
Society, New York, Depository, 1512 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 





Swampscott.—The Christian friends who 
spent a few days in thestudy of the word at 
this place last summer, will doubtless be 
glad to learn that the very interesting Bible 
reading on the second coming of the Lord, 
by Dr. James H. Brookes, of St. Louis, has 
been published in a very attractive little 
volume of seventy-nine pages, with an Intro- 
duction by George C. Needham and Henry 
Moorhouse. Price, 25 cents. Address the 
a Edward A, Wilson, Springfield, 


—_ 


The reorganization, last year, of Williston 
Seminary at Easthampton, Mass., under Dr. 
Whiton as Principal, with Dr. Keep, editor 
of the new Homeric Dictionary, in the 
Classical Department, and Mr. Parish, for- 
merly of the Worcester High School, in the 
Scientific, attracted a larger attendance than | 
for twenty years past. The arrangement by 
which boys of this school can now be admitted 
to several colleges on certificate, without ex- 
amination, will probably be so extended as 
to include Yale next year. 








SPECIAL NOTICES, 








Sararooa Sprines.—Drs. Strong’s: Remedial Insti- 
tute all the year, is the headquarters of tne 
Chri: and Literary elite seeking health or pore. 
ure. For full information send for descriptive 








ADIES’ WHITE SILK GLOVES, 9c. PAIR, 
Lisle Thread Gloves, 5 to 26c. Silk frills. 

Children’s French Rib Hose, 124, 15, to 25c,, in 
ink, blue, cardinal, and all the new colors, | 
Ladies’ solid color and stripe Hose, 1244 to 25c, 
Beautiful Hambu Edgings, 6,8, 124 to 50c. } 
Fine, Soft Wool Flannel, 1 18, 25 to 50c. 4 
Combs, Hair and Tooth Brushes, 4, 10 to 250, 
Pear! Shirt and Dress Buttons, 2,'1214, 25 to 60c, 


OWEN EVANS? Cheap Store, 
128 North Righth 8t., door below Oberry. | 
FAMILY ASE 


Ef ILTBERG ' 
miele Second St. Ph ia. Pa 


283 North 
} 


Decalcomanies, or 35 different For- 
200 Stamps for 10c, J. A, Pierce, 75 Madi- 


PRICE PRICE PRICE OF THESE BOOKS 


=) 
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Nothing like it. Eve 


PUBLIGATIONS, 





be BOOKS. D. LOTHROP & CO., BOSTON. 


R PET. By Maria Bruce Lyman-_-...-._.. $1 00 
HIDDEN TR tASURE. By the author of 


af Luttrell. 
JOHN BREMM. By A. A. Hopkins, A tem- 
perance story. 


‘My Picture Lesson’ 


18s A FOUR PAGE 


Weekly paper with the International Lesson told in 
eee te and stories for the little children. Oni 
3.00 for one hundred copies fora year. “The chil- 
dren are delighted with it.” “Nothing better for 
infant classes.” Specimen copy free. Address 


EVANGELICAL PUBLISHING CO., 
Station D, New York. 


NOW READY. 


NIMPORT.—A Novel. Initial volume of “The 
Wayside Series.” 8q.16mo, Cloth. Flexible cover. 
Design by J. W. Champney (“Champ”). $1.50, 

LOCK WOOD'S FIELD PORTFOLIO. 


Just the thing for Botanists and Summer Tourists. 
one who sees it will want it, 
$1.50 and $2.00. Send for Circulars. 


LOCKWOOD, BROOKS, & CO., 
381 Washington S8t., Boston, 


SUPERINTENDENTS 


THA CEBRsSs 
SEND TO THE 
SUNDAY SCHOOL DEPOSITORY, 
No. 76 East.9th Street, New York, 


For everything needed in your work. Li rary 
Books—Choice selections: Suasepaclion: 
Papers, Question Books, 
Bibles, etc. 





+25 

















Teachers’ 


@. M. VAN DERLIP, 
Depositary 





Just the thing minute book 
Sor Summer, of Anecdotes. 
D. L. -Moody’s 1 vol. large 12mo, 


This interesting compilation is put up in cloth 
covers for One Dollar, and in paper covers for gen- 
eral circulation, 

PRICE ONLY FIFTY CENTS, 
for which sum it will be sent anywhere by mail. 
Address orders to 
EBEN SHUTE, 
International Sunday School Supply Co. 
“ 36 Bromfield Street, Boston. 
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EDUCATIONAL. 





A Ramses SEMINARY, 


AT EASTHAMPTON. MASS., 18 miles north of 

ag te by rail, prepares for the Best Colleges 

and. Scientific schools in two co-ordinate depart- 

graduates last 
ear. Ten instructors. Tuition from $60 to $70. 
‘able board from $3 to $5.50. Rooms from $2.50 to 

pa per week. A first-class gymnasium attached. 
he 387th ix begins Sept. 13. Examinations, 

Sept. 11 and 12. Testimonials from last teacher re- 
uired. For catalogues address JAMES MORRIS 
HITON, Ph. D., Principal. 





anaes 
FEMALE COLLEGE, 


MORGAN PARK (near Chicago), 

The Fall Session of this Institution will com- 
mence on Tuesday, September 11, 1877. For par- 
ticulars address the President, G. THAYER, Chi- 
cago Female College. Morgan Park, Cook Co., IIL; 
or at 77 Madison Street, Chicago. 


i, . Sakempetes ACADEMY. 





An English and Classical School for Boys and 
Girls. Fall term begins August 29. Location un- 
su sed for healthfulness and beauty of scenery. 
A limited number of boys received into the same 
family with the Principal, under his constant care, 
For terms, etc., address C. F, W. HUBBARD, Prin- 
cipal, Woodstock, Conn. 


OSTON UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF 
ORATORY 
For Public Speakers, Readers, Professors of Elocu- 
tion, Actors; and for general eniture. Next term 
begins October 10. For circulars, address PRO- 
F OR LEWIS B. MONROE, 
20 Beacon Street, Boston, Mass. 








ASELL SEMINARY 
| FOR YOUNG WOMEN, AUBURNDAL 
(near Boston), Mass. An attractive home; g 
board ; special care of health, manners and morals 
of growing girls. Number limited. Full last year. 
©, C. BRAGDON, Principal, 
2" D. A. HOLBROOK’S 
CLASSICAL ANT MILITARY SCHOOL, 
SING SING, N. Y. 
NEXT TERM BEGINS SEPTEMBER 12. 








OLDEN HILL SEMINARY FOR YOUNG LA- 
DIES, Bridgeport, Conn. 
For circulars address the principal, 
MISS EMILY NELSON. 





NEW ENG. CONSERVATORY of MUSIC, 16,000 
jen wee since 1867. 75 eminent instructors. 115 hours’ 
nstruction for $15. Musical, Literary, and Art 
courses. 4 terms a year. Address E. TOURJ EE, 
Music Hall, Boston. 





The Leading Sunday-school Music Book! 


HEAVENWARD. 


The new collection of Sunday-school Songs by 
James R. Murray, P. P. Bliss, and other favorite 
writers, a a A the best Hymns and Music by 
the late P. P. BLISS. 

This is the only new song book containing Mr. 
Blias’s most popular songs, the onex that have made 
his name famous throughout Europe and America, 

Rev. J. B. Atehinson. of Detroit, writes: 

“To say that I am pleased and delighted with 
‘Heavenwarp' is but feebly to express my high 
estimation of it. In eomparison with my other 
one hundred and thirty-three Sunday-school music 
books I place ‘Heavenwarp’ in the A No. 1 rank,” 

Hundreds of letters similar to the above have 
been received from Sunday-school workers through- 
out the country. 

Send 25 cents for rose” copy (in paper covers) 
and examine for yourself. Price, bound in boards, 
— $30.00 per hundred. Sold by most book- 
sellers. 

a@- NEW ANTHEM BOOK—READY JULY 1.“@a 

By Yr, J. B. Herbert, 
Chapel Anthems. @ricea by the best 
writers of the day. Will supply a long-felt need for 
a collection of new, short, easy, and practical 
Anthems for Choirs, ete. Specimen pages free. 
Sample copy mailed for $1.25. Catalogues of Music 
Books and Sheet Music sent free, 


S. BRAINARD’S SONS, Publishers, CLEVELAND, 0. 


Low Priced Music Books, 


( Bellak’s Method for Piano. 

Winner's “ New Schools” for Cabinet Organ, 
for Piano, for Melodeon, for Guitar, for 
Violin, for Flute, for Accordion, for Ger- 
man Accordion. for Fife, for Clarionet, for 
oo ga for Piccolo, for Banjo, and for 


ret. 
babe andy “Perfect Guides” for a part of the 
above. 
ven “Easy Systems” for a part of the 
above. 
Winner’s “ Party Dances.” Violin and Piano. 
Winner’s “ Dance Music.” Flute and Piano. 
Winner’s “Union Coilection.” Violin and 
iano. 
Winner’s “ Duets for Flute and Piano.” 


Winner’s “ Melodeon Primer.” 
| Winner’s “ New Teacher for Flute.” 








75 cents each, 








+ 


. eee g Instructor for Reed Organ, 
ig } Clarke’s $ Instructor for Piano. 
3 & Clarke’s $ Instructor for Violin. 
nner’s Duets for Violin an ute, 
Wi "s D for Violi d Flute. 
Violin Amusements. Winner. 
ag Flute Bouquet. Winner. 
3 Easy System for Piano. Winner, 
® |. Baton’s Method for Cornet. 
- Clarke’s Short Voluntaries. 
- About 50 ‘books are ‘hete mentioned, all having 
éasy. pleasing, popular music, and the 'nstruct 


West Penna Classical and Scientific Institute. 
For both sexes New building for ladies. Open 
gratein eachroom. Address 
JONATHAN JONES, A. M. 
Mt Pleasant, Pa, 





INCINNATI WESLEYAN FEMALE COLLEGF, 

Best advantages in Literature, Science, Lin- 
uages, Painting. »nd Music, 

REV. DAVID H. MORE, D.D., President, 


Scribner for August, 


In continuance of the plan introduced by us las 
year, the August Scribner is the 


Midtmmer Holiday Number. 


It contains 160 pages filled with the choicest 
Poems, Stories, Essays, and descriptive articles, 
writien by some of the best known contritutors to 
current literature. An artistic decoration, by Fide- 
lia Bridges, has been introduced on the cover, 
and the number contains 


Superb Illustrations, 


accompanying articles which lave been selected for 
their picturesque character and special fitness for 
the midsummer season. Itis thought that in pic- 
torial effects the Midsummer Holiday Number 
excels anything that has heretofore been aitempted 
in the way of magazine illustration. It contains 


A New Story by Auerbach, 


written especially for this magazine; also the 
beginning of a new serial story, “His Inheritance,” 
by Miss Trafton. The following are the names of 
some of the other contributors: 


Clara Louise Kellogg, 
Janet Chase Hoyt, Frances Hodgson Burnett, John 
Burroughs, E. 8. Nadal, E. C, Stedman, The Author 
of * Deirdré,” Bayard Taylor, R. H-Stoddard, Charles 
E. Whitehead, H, H. = W. George Beers, 
Mary E. C, Wyeth, Irwin Russell, P. T. Quinn, Celia 
Thaxter, J. G. Holland. 


THE FIRST EDITION, 75,000, 


is now ready. Price 35 cents. For sale by all news- 
dealers, or sent post-paid on receipt of price by the 


Publishers, 


Scribner & Co., New York. 
SPECIAL NOTICE, 


For THE SUMMER MONTHS ONLY. We offer our immense 
stock of Books at much less than our re r prices. 
If you want ANY books, send list to us for estimate. 

N. TIBBALS & SONS, 
37 Park Row, New York. — 

















Methods, Schools, etc., have plain instructions. 
4#@ Either book mailed, post free, for retail price 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 
C. A. DI' 4 Co. J. B. DITSON 4 CO. 
843 Broadway, 11 Buccessors to Lee & Walker 
New York. Philadelphia. 








ONOGRAMS and AUTOGRAPHS engraved in the 

finest style on wood. Make the most elegant 

ds. Postpaid, $1.50. Sample sheet for 3c. 
stapm, W. L. Jacobs, Wheeling, W. Va, 





ING SHOOTING! 
sportsmen. New Book. 
GATES & STILLMAN, 


A complete guide for young 
Price 25 cents. 
Brookfield, N.Y. 


EDUCATIONAL. 





_ ee 
pts STATES SCHOOL AND COLLEGE 
DIRECTORY FOR 1877. cies. 
pol ge re with Map and Illustrations, 
Cireulars of all the leading schools combined in 
this one publication, a standard medium of com. 
munication between schools and intendin patrons, 
wherein parents and gnardians may obtain all the 
information relating to the better class of scholastig 
institutions in the country necessary to the selec. 
tion of such a one as they may be in search 
without the inconvenience incident to the ada 
— oe _ same, 
or the above-stated purpose free upon recei 
sg we cron information of a ae 
‘am phiets and information of schools furni 
GRATUITOUSLY. “7 
HEADQUARTERS ror SCHOOL INFORMATION 
T. COTESWORTH PINCKNEY. “a 
SCHOOL: SUPPLIES. 
AGENCY FOR SCHOOLS AND TEACHERS, 
PRINCIPALS and Heads of Families will find it to 
their interest to examine our list of teachers, grad. 
uates of best American and Foreign Colleges. (No 
charge to Principals or Families.) 
Tutors and Governesses; Professors, American 
and Foreign; Principals and Assistants; Teachers 
for any department supplied with first-class posi. 
tions. Send stamp for gi form, 
The School Gazette, interesting to teacher, to 
pupil, to bie Send for s 
30 UNION SQUARE (4th 


imen copy. 
ve. side), New York. 








i Ropamenes PARK MILITARY ACADEMY, 


Capt. Ed. N. Kirk Talcott, 

Henty T. Wright. A.M. } Associate Principals, 
Offers superior attractions and facilities for the 
education of boys. Session begins Sept. 6, 1877, 

For full information and catalogue address 


CAPT. ED. N. KIRK TALCOTT, 
Morgan Park, Cook Co., Ill, 


STEUBENVILLE, 0., FEMALE SEMINARY, 


The fall session of this well-known school will 
open September 11th, 

Board with room and light only $175, for the 
school year. Tuition in English course, $20 to $36 
ped year. One fourth off these chenpes for ministers’ 

aughters. Music, French, Painting, etc., also at 
very reasonable rates. Send for c ogue. 

REV. A. M. REID, Ph. D., Principal. 


REV. C. C. BEATTY, D.D., LL. D., Supt, 








LAIR PRESBYTERIAL ACADEMY, Blairs. 

town, N. J, for pupils of both sexes, will re- 

open on Tuesday, September4th. Within five miles 

of the Blue Ridge, its situation is pietnreeane and 

Beeler. The instruction is careful and thorough: 

the building is supplied with pure water, and heated 

by steam. The government is as mild as is compati- 
ble with efficiency, and the table is well kept, 

. D. GREGORY, Pn. b., Prine) i 
Blairstown, New Jersey, 


HOWLAND SCHOOL 


For Advanced Education of Young Women at 


NION SPRING on payuge Lake, Central 





§ N.Y. 14th year—1876-1, 
pecially attractive asx x homelike institution. Pre 
cae ge Soe collegiate departments. Send for cir 
cular. President, HENRY HARTSHORNE, M.D.,, 
A.M. Vice-President, M. ANNA WYTHE. 


ELOCUTION 


Andthe seashore, Sea Cliff, Long Island, Summer 
Class in Elocution, opening July 17 and closi 
August8. A limited number of boarders, Sen 
stam p for iculars to Anna Randall Diehl, Editor 
of the “Quarterly Elocutionist,” and author of 
“Reading and Elocutionist,” “Choice Readings,” 
ete, 


RITTENHOUSE ACADEMY 


For Young Men and Boys, N. E. Cor. Chestnut and 
Eighteenth Streets. Limited number of pupils. 
Thorough preparation for College or Business. Fall 
term begins Sept. lth. Scholars received the week 
previous, L, BARROWS, A. M., De K, LUDWIG, 
A. M., Principals. 











REENWICH ACADEMY, with Musical Institute 
and Commercial College. Founded 18/2. A Sea 
side School for both sexes. On direct route from 
New York to Boston. For catalogue address the 
REV. F. D. BLAKESLEE, A.M., E. Greenwich, R.L 





INDEN HALL MORAVIAN SEMINARY for 
VF irls at Lititz, Lancaster Co., Pa. Founded 17%. 

nduating Course “ Harvard Univer. Preliminary 
Examinations for Women.” Rey. H. A. Brickenstein, 
Prin. 


ESTERN FEMALE SEMINARY, Oxford; Ohio. 
Mt. Holyoke plan. The twenty-third year 
commence September 5, 1877. Board, Tuition, Fuel, 
and Lights, $170 per annum. 
Send for catalogue to 
HELEN PEABODY, Principal. 








PARKESBURG INSTITUTE, for Boys, 02 
Penna. R. R., 44 miles from Phila, Terms mod- 
erate. No extras. Preparation for College of 
Business. Rev. J. L, Landis. 











IVERVIEW ACADEMY 
POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
A wide-awake, thorongh-soing School for Boy# 
Classical, Commercial, Military: in each 
See Prospectus. 

are 


OME SCHOOL FOR YOUNG LADIES, 
4085 Chestnut Street, Ph For 
Best advantages for a thorough education. 


ulars, add: 
pres TORS. J. A, BOGARDUS, Principal. 
eee 


ILSON COLLEGE FOR LADIES, 
CHAMBERSBURG, PA. 
Address REV. W. T. WYLIE, President 











Zhe BEiasses Watt's 
English and French’ Family School, for, Yous 
Ladies, 33 Wall St.; New Hay, mbar 
Re-opens Sept. 24th, For Circulars, : 





MRS. SUTTONS HOME SCHOOL Ie, oi he 

opens Sept. 19, 1877. ‘or .circe " 
Principal’ at her residence, 3611 Hamilton Street 
\ 


Philadelphia. ne 
_Y.) MILITARY ACADEMY, Send 
EEKSKILL(N.Y.)M Ae dota 








for lllustrated Circular, 40.pages, 
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~ FROM THOSE WHO HAVE TRIED IT! 


What the workers think of The Scholars’ Quarterly. 


TIE ScHonars’ QUARTERLY 
has become so popular that 
it has already a circulation of one 
hundred and fifteen thousand 
copies. A large share of the best 
conducted schools throughout the 
country are now using it in place of 
the ordinary Question Book. Its su- 
periority is acknowledged by all. 
The Rev. Leonard W, Bacon writes 
from Geneva, Switzerland, of its 
reception there: Tuz QUARTERLY 
is an admirable production . . . the 
only successful question book I 
have ever seen. Most of my fam- 
ily are out of school now... and 
I take them together through the 
questions every Sunday afternoon. 
- It is an extreme test of the work- 
ableness of such a book when big 
and little can be taken along in it 
together. Our English and Scotch 
friends are delighted and surprised 
at the perfection of it, and glorify 
God, saying we never saw it on this 
fashion. 





Nore.—While the commendations from 
subscribers given herewith have cometo us 
unsolicited, and are but a small part of 
those received, only one adverse criticism 
has reached us, ard that from a publisher, 
who says that the great trouble with the 
QuaRTERLY is that those who get it want 
no other lesson help. 





WAINE.—"‘ Those of my class who have 
tried the | seni find it a great help; 
therefore, I send for more.” fi. E. D. 

“Please send me The Scholars’ Quar- 
terly. We are delighted with it.” D.T.W. 

“T like The Scholars’ Quarterly ve 
- i please send me four more copies.” 


“Please send seven copies. I like it so 
well I want it for a class of boys." S.L.R. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE —‘'I use them for a 
~~. class, and like them very much.” 

“T think it is just what is needed in our 
school,—especially in my own class. I 
Wish to introduce it.” M. D. P. 

“I never examined one until lately. It 
is just such a help as I have long wished 
om A.B, P. 

“For the price, it is the best that I have.” 
A.A. R. 


VERMONT,—‘“‘ We are highly pleased 
with them. Are using them in three classes 
‘with good success.” A. M. B. 


MASSACHUSETTS.—“1I hope we shall ere- 


x a4 use them altogether in our school.” 


“You would be glad to see how much 

the Quarterly adds to the interest in Bible 
study in our school.” “J. R. 

_.' Thave a class of ten young men. They 

will all be supplied with the puarteriy, 

They like it very much. I think it better 
the question-book.” Mrs. L. E. P. 

“Thave found it very useful as a help 
in preparing the lessons. I am sure my 

will like it.” F. E. B. 

RHODE ISLAND.—* It is the best schol- 
ats’ help we have ever had.” P.M. B. 
“Lam trying to introduce them in our 
,Shool, and hope to send subscriptions for 
a ca soon.” H. P. 
rm setieeT.—"'1 am ea = ee of 

eri popularity o e olars’ 
Quarterly, Seng mine as soon as you can, 
98 1 am anxious to have them in the hands 
any class.” M. E. H. 
“1 like it much, and hope to induce 
my class'to take it." Mrs, J. C. 


——- 











“T find the Quarterly a 
studying the lessons, as w 
view.” > 

‘I would like to see the Quarterly in all 
the classes of our school, It is muc 
by those who have it; and I hope our 
superintendent may be favorable to its in- 
troduction another year,” M. E. D 


at help in 
as in the re- 


“I think The Scholars’ Quarterly is the | pest book 


best Sunday-school class-book I have 
seen,” R.R. P. 

“I have now paid you for thirty-two 
ary for the year... . I think we 
shall want a larger number for next year,” 


NEW YORK.—‘“My sample copy is 
greatly admired. sh I have yet 
seen can take its place.” . he 

‘* My class and I find them very valua- 
ble, and we feel that we would not like to 
go back to the old helps,” Mrs. E. T. 

“Your Quarterlies are making friends 
here; have heretofore used lesson leaves, 
and have them for the year. The Quar- 
terlies are superseding them.” J. H. S. 

‘Our school has never been as interest- 
ing as it has been since we used the Schol- 
ars’ Quarterly.” C.S. 

‘“‘T like it so much that I must have it 
for. my class of boys.” Mrs. E. G. W. 

“Our schoul is so well pleased with the 
Quarterly that they desire me to arrange 
to substitute them for a part of the lesson 
leaves.” W. B. E. 

“Your Scholars’ Quarterly is so highly 
appreciated in our school that I desire to 
get eight more copies,” J.C 

bg We “ave been using the Scholars’ 
Quarterly with eminent success. I have, 
as yet, not seen anything in the Sunday- 
school work that equals it.” M.A. C. 

“‘] have used the Quarterly for the past 

uarter and like it very much, and think 
that by another year it will bé generally 
used in our school.” J. W.S. 

“| have come to regard it as an indis- 
pensable help in preparing for my Bible- 
class.” A, LE. 


NEW JERSEY.— Please send me twenty | J: 


additional copies of Scholars’ po gennk 
This makes seventy copies in all, which 
will show that the paper takes even with a 
country Sabbath-school.” H. E. T. 

“I might better have made up a club 
for the Scholars’ Quarterly at the outset. 
I have had to order again and again. It 
is the best thing out for scholars or teach- 
ers, My own teachers are using it, and 
other superintendents agree with us in 

lacing it first among all our lesson 
elps.” L.D.A. 

‘I am so well pleased with your Schol- 
ars’ Quarterly that I would like to have 
he school of which I am superintendent 
become acquainted with it.” I. W. 


PENNSYLVANIA.—‘‘ Those of our teach- 
ers who have examined the yg 
are delighted with it, and consider it the 
best thing they haveever seen.” Mrs. J. 
E.R 


“The Scholars’ Quarterly is just what 
we want. I think it is the most complete 
help we have ever had.” M.D. G., 

‘* Everybody who has seen this publica- 
tion likes it, and I would not be surprised 
if I should have to order some more.” 
H.C. S. 


“The improvement is marked in my 
class since some have taken the Scholars’ 
Quarterly, and I hope for even better 
things when all are supplied.”’ E. L. F. 

“T have just received the Scholars’ 
Quarterly, and like it so much that I would 
like to have you send me, as soon as pos- 
sible, six more copies.’’ R. C, 

“T am sorry I did not learn of this pub- 
lication sooner, as I would have taken it 
from the first of the year.” H.C.S 


“ It is the best thing of the kind I have | 4 


seen. Send me five copies for this quarter 
and next.” F.H.S. 


MARYL AND.—‘‘ It has been my desire 
to introduce into our Sabbath-school the 
very best helps I could procure, and I am 
frank to say that I have not seen an 
publication which has pleased me so momch 
as the Scholars’ ceva pe J. S.R. 

‘It is the best thing of the kind I have 
seen, and I think hereafter will be gener- 
ally used by our Sabbath-school. Two 
classes have already adopted them.” F.W, 





‘I requested some of my best teachers 
to look at the copy I had received, and 
they were so very much pleased that they 
want our entire school to adopt them.” 


liked | H. R. P 


“T think that it is just the thin 
every scholar should have.” J. H. 


VIRGINIA.—‘“I think it is one of the 


that 


s thatI have ever seen for the 
Sunday-school. I wish that every teacher 
and scholar in the county had one, I an 
superintending one Sunday-school and 
teaching in another, and try to §* all to 
subscribe for it thatI can.” J. W. T. 

NORTH CAROLINA. —‘‘It seems to me 
that nothing more can be wished for.” 
Rev, J. B. M. 

“T have just received the second quar- 
ter, and am so delighted with it that I want 
it for the whole year, commencing with 
January.” J. W. 

SO'TH CAROLINA.—“ Please accept many 
thanks for f such an efficient 
help.” L. B.H. 

‘“‘T have found it the best help I have 
ig arein the preparation of the lessons.” 


GEORGIA.—‘“‘I think the Quarterly the 
best text book for the Sunday-school 
scholar that I have ever seen.” 

ALAGAMA,—‘‘I wish my Sunday-school 
class to see them. I hope I shall order 
again more extensively.’ J. M. 

MISSISSIPPI. —‘*I have been using a 
copy of the Scholars’ Quarterly recently, 
and have to express only the : Saas ap- 
preciation of its merits,” J. C. 

TENNESSEE.—" Please mail me twenty 
copies of the Scholars’ Quarterly for the 
second quarter. I think my school will 
like them.” J. H. W. 

KENTUCKY,—“ The Quarterly wins with 
both teachers and Bible-class scholars.” 
H.R. C, 

MISSOUR!._—‘* My Quarterly came safe 
and is liked by all that have ined 


" «We have received the Scholars’ Quar- 
terly through Mr, , our former su- 
peeoens and like them exceedingly.” 





‘I think they are an excellent lesson 
help.” J. F.C. 

“‘T have tried your Scholars’ Quarterl 
for nearly six months, and it gives me suc 
good satisfaction that I herewith send you 
an order to supply all my larger scholars 
with it.” H.N, 

‘I am much pleased with the specimen 
copy, and would like twelve copies for the 
present quarter.” O, W.R. 


OHIO.—‘‘ All who have tried the 
terly like it very much.” Mrs. M. A, F. 

‘Your Scholars’ Quarterlies are the best 
lesson books we ever used in our Sufday- 
school.” F. E. O. 

“‘ My school is more and more pleased 
with it, and we shall yey want it 
right along.” Wm. A. F, 

“My reaso.; for sending for your Quar- 
terly is that I wish to introduce it among 
the teachers and scholars, and if they like 
it as well as I do we shall  sacumses | send 
for several copies.” J. J. . 

“ At the beginning of next quarter we 
shall need a larger supply of the Quar- 
terlies, which we think are invaluable.” 
H. H.C. 

“| have examined your Scholars’ Quar- 
terl ag am highly pleased with it.” 
H 


“I like the Quarterly better than any 
woul of the kind which I have yet seen,” 
F. . 

“I shall hope to introduce them into 
our school at the close of the present 


plete scholars’ help yet published.” D. 
A.S 


'« We have used them but a few weeks, 
but appreciate them very highly.” P. F, H. 


INDIANA.—“ We. get the Scholars’ Quar- 
terly in our school, and like it better than 
anything we have ever tried.” M. P. C, 

“ We think the Scholars’ Quarterly just 
what is needed for scholars in the study 
of the lesson,” C. pee 

{like them so well T want all my class 
to have them” N.S. H,’ 


ly, 
it.” D F. 





| 


“ Send me yooh § copies of the Scholars’ 
Quarterly. Ithink by the time we-are 
through with this quarter our school will 
bg sarh of them. They are good.” 


“‘ We find it the best help we can get, 
and like it because it helps us to search 
the Scriptures.” M. H.G, : 

ILLINOIS. —‘‘Our school prizes them 
very much indeed.” R. P. 

“Have used it in my class during the 
last few months, and am much pleased 
with it.” Mrs, H. A. B. 

“Tasa scholar found your Quarterl 
so much help that now I have a class, 
want to have them use it, and so send you 
$2.50, and you may send what you think 
you can for that.” A.M, H. 

“I am so much pleased with them, that 
I want you to send me one hundred copies 
for the second quarter of 1876. It seems 
to me that it is just what is needed in all 
our schools to induce the scholars to study 
their lessons at home, and also to make 
the study of great interest.” D.C. J. 
ci impreven ent upon the lesson feal™ 

ement upon n 
Mrs. A, B.S. ¥ 
“If scholars and teachers only knew 


R, | More about the Quarterly I think & would 


come into use more. I am much pleased 
and helped ve ho use, and will try and 
introduce it wherever I can.” J. L. 

“ I consider the Scholars’ Quarterly one 
of the best helps introduced into Sunday- 
school work.” C. B. P, 


WISCONSIN. —‘‘ From an examination of 
those sent me last week I am sure we 
shall like these helps.” E.J. L. 

“| have seen nothing equal to it — 
the ‘ lesser re * upon the Sunday-sch: 
lessons.” G., B. 

«I like the Quarterly so well that I wish 
to put a few copies into the hands of those 
scholars who have been constant attend- 
ants for the past three months.” J, 


jOWA.—‘ We like them very mucn in- 
deed, and feel that we can scarcely get 
ipasry Retr them.” J. B.F. 

“Although well supplied with leaves, 
many of our scholars order and pay for 
this additional help, which is much 
valued.” L. S. H. 

‘In April I sent for five copies of the 
Scholars’ Quarterly for the use of my own 
class. They like them so well that they 
say they cannot get along without them; 
and the older scholars of our school, after 
having examined them, say they think 
the same. The teachers are of the same 
opinion. Enclosed find Post Office Order 
for $2.80 for which send forty copies of the 
Scholars’ aa | for July, August and 
Septem ’ G.ELA, 

‘ have received the Scholars’ Quarterly 
and like it better than anything I have yet 
seen in its line.” H. W. 

“I consider it invaluable, and believe 
it should be placed in the hands of every 
scholar in the land.” H. D.C. 


MINNESOTA.—‘‘I like th arterly 
better than anything of the kind I have 
seen.” H. D.C. 

‘“* My wife for her class, and I for -_ 
ral use, think it excellent.” H. W. P. 

“They have given very good satisfaction 
during the past quarter, and, I believe, will 
do much good.” G H.B. 

“Enclosed find draft for which please 


— eighty oe nae apr oe 
terly. e have tri e Quarterly, an 
like it Rag better than he tomer Leaf.” 


NEBRASKA —‘‘It is royal, and deserves 
to have its sovereignty recognized.” P.G, 


KARSAS.—" The Quarterly takes well.” 


uarter. I regard them as the most com- | W. H 


LIFORNIA.—“ The Times, un: ; 
Sc lars Quarterly, splendid.” Rev. T. 
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TEAMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.) 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


From 1 to 14 Copies, - = = $2.15 each. 
“ Wte2d0 ** «es = 190 * 
30 Copies and upwards, - 1.65 “ 
To Pastors and Superintendents, who at the time 
of making their subscription state that they are 
such, $1.65 each. 
(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) * 


a, 


Subscriptions will be received for any portion of 
a year at yearly rates. 

Additions may be made at any time to a club, at 
the same rate at which the club, as first formed, 
would be authorized to subscribe anew. Such addi- 
tional subscriptions to expire at the same time with 
the club as originally ordered. The new subscribers 
to pay pro rata for the time of their subscriptions. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the poste 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should in- 
clude both county and state. 

Any person writing to renew either a single or 
club subscription, in connection with which his 
name has not before been known to the publishers, 

. will please give the name of the person to whom the 
paper or papers have heretofore been sent. 

Subscribers wishing to introduce Tuz Times to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address. 


—o———_ 


SUPERINTENDENT'S PAPER, $ .50. 


This paper is designed to supply superintendents 
with helps, in the line of their special work, to 
which teachers and scholars have not access. It is 
published monthly, and will be sent, on receipt of 
its price, only to subscribers of Tux Times who are 
Pastors or d (including in the latter 
class assistant superintendents, and heads of depart- 
ments meeting in separate rooms), and who, when 
ordering it, state that they are such. — 

In sending your renewal to The Superintendent’s 
Paper, please mention the date to which you have 
paid for Tux Sunpay Scnoo. Times, as given on the 
Yellow address label of Tuz Truzs. 


a 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 
100 Copies, one month, - = § .60 
1000 “*.—s ome year, = = = 7.20 
Less than 100 copies at same rate. 


—————— 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 
100 Copies, three months, - «+ 6.25 
100 * one year, - © © 25.00 
Less than 100 copies at same rates. 


——9—_——_. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


—— 


Subscribers in Great Britain ‘who wish to receive 
any of these publications, can make payment for 
the same by a money order payable at Philadelphia, 
to John Wanamaker, as follows: 

The Sunday School Times, one year, - 9 shillings. 
The Superintendent’s Paper, one year, 3 shillings 
The Scholars’ Quarterly, one year, - 1s. 6d, 

These rates include postage, which is prepaid at 
this office. 

—_———_—. 


Advertising Rates. 
- Ordinary Advertisements: per line (12 lines to 


aninch),foreachinsertion,- - - 25 cts. 
Special Notices: per line(as above),- - 30 cts, 
Reading Matter: perline (leaded), - + 50 cts. 


DISCOUNTS ON THE ABOVE RATES AS FOLLOWS: 
5 per cent. on 4 insertions. 


i & oS ny 
16 “ “13 “ 
20 “« “ 26 cy 
25 « “ 52 « 


4a@ Copy for Advertisements must be on hand by 
Friday of the week preceding their issue. 


—_—0-——_—_ 


Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- 
ments should be addressed to 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 
Business Manager, 
¢10 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 


THE DIPLOMA OF HONOR, 


the WHOLE WORLD. The followin 
of the VERY 


it is to all others. 


NOT 


at once. 


ng compound, and the chief aim of American Soap 


COLUMBIA SPEAKS! 


AND WITH VICTORY CROWNS 


Dobbin's Electric Soap. 


On September 28th, 1876, the Manufacturers of DOBBINS’ ELECTRIC SOAP were awarded 
by the Centennial Judges 


THE MEDAL OF MERIT, AND 


HONORABLE MENTION. 


AS MAKING THE 


BEST SOAP IN THE UNITED STATES. 


This award coincides with the judgment of millions all over the country, and is: really a victory over 
is their Report, on which we received the Award: 

“The Jury, WITHOUT HESITATION, recommend a Medal of Merit and Diploma of Honor, on account 
UPERIOR QUALITY and GOOD MANUFACTURE of this Soap. 

PURE Soap for family use exhibited, and is deserving, therefore, of great praise. All other Soap contained 
rosin, salsoda, clay, silicate, or some other adulterati 
Manufacturers seemed to be to produce a compound t. 
Soap and the most adulteration, so as to reduce the cost. 
DOBBINS’ ELECTRIC SOAP is for sale by all Grocers. Please try it, and see how infinitely superior 


This Soap was the only 


at, while passing for Soap, should contain the least 


I. L. CRAGIN & CO., 


PHILADELPHIA, NEW YORK, AND BOSTON. 


E.—Cragin & Co., Philadelphia, Pa., have promised to send any of our readers, who will write for 
it, gratis (on receipt of fifteen cents to pay postage) a sample of DOBBINS’ ELECTRIC SOAP to try. Send 
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CASHMERE BOUQUET 
TOILET SOAP. 


The perfume of Coneats & Co.’s CashmERE Bouquet Extract and 
Tornet Powper will be appreciated by all who have enjoyed the de- 


lightful fragrance of the Toilet Soap which is so universally esteemed. 
HENRY T. WILLIAMS, Publisher, 46 Beckman St., N. Y. 








KINGSFORD’S 
Oswego Corn Starch 


IS THE MOST DELICIOUS OF ALL PREPARATIONS FOR 


PUDDIN Gs, BLANC-MANGE, CAKE, ETC. 








THE BEREAN QUARTERLY 


Is NEW, THOROUGH, PRACTICAL, 
CONCISE, Suggestive and Helpful to 
both Teacher and Scholar. Its cost is 
only 7 cts.a quarter, or 25 cts.a year. 
Send SEVEN CENTS for a 8 
Number, and be convinced. di 5 
NELSON & PHILLIPS, Publishers, 805 
Broadway,.New York. 


CROWELL’S 
Sunday-School Libraries 











No.1. 30 Vols. 18mo. $10 00. 
No. 2. 15 Vols. 16mo 12 60. 
No. 3. 16 Vols. 16mo. 12 50. 





T. Y. CROWELL, 744 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 


NEW COMMENTARY 


ON THE WHOLE BIBLE. 
By JAMIESON, FAUSSET axp BROWN. 
COMPLETE EDITION. 

The best Commentary extant. 
Commended by the most distinguished scholars & dwines. 
PRICE $7.50. 

For full particulars address, 
§. $. SCRANTON & CO., Hartford, Conn. 


Welcome Tidings 


THE NEW BOOK OF 


SUNDAY SCHOOL SONGS, 
BY MESSRS. 
LOWRY, DOANE and SANKEY, 


ss * te the last H WMNS and MUSIO of the 


P. P. BLISS, 


This is the ony new Song Book authorized by the 
family of Mr. BLISS, or in which they have any interest 


Every Sunday-school should have 


Welcome Tidings 


It comprises talent never before found in a single 
collection, and is not equaled for variety, both in 
Words and Music. If your bookseller does not sell 
it, send at once to either of the Publishers, 

160 pages of our usual Sunday-school style, in 

Board Covers, $30 per 100; 35 cents by mail. 
| One copy sent in paper covers, on receipt of 
' twenty-five cents. 


BIGLOW & MAIN. JOHN CHURCH & CO 
| NEW YORK. ° | CINCINNATI. 














SABBATH 





20m = £606 RF 
LIBRARIES 


SELECTED WITH 
GREAT CARE 

SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED. 

LOWEST 
PRICES, 













No. x, 
30 Vols, 
$10.00 net, 
No. 2, 15 Vols., 
$12.50 net. 





No, 3, 15 Volumes, 
12.50 net. 


Grand Cheap Library, No, 2, 
50 Vols., $20.80 net. 
Grand Cheap Library, No. 2, 50 Vols, 

$22.40 net. 
Life Illustrated Library, 75 Vols., $20 net. 
AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 
82 Madison Sit., Chicago. 


A ALEXANDER McCONNELL, Depositary. 


se 
“Chautauqua Assembly 


DAILY HERALD.” 


A thirty-two column folio daily paper will be 
published at Fairpoint, N. Y,, as the official organ 
of the great National Sunday-school Assembly to 
be held on the Assembly grounds at Fairpoint, 
in August next. : 

This paper will contain full reports of the entire 
meeting, including nearly one hundred lectures 
and sermons from the most distinguished men in 
the country, on Science, Reform, Sunday-school 
work, etc., reported verbatim, solely for this paper, 
by competent stenographers. 

Rev. T. L. FLOOD, A.M., Editor. 
Subscription price, postage paid 
{n clubs of not less than five. 
Send names and cash to 


M. BAILEY, Financial Manager, 
JAMESTOWN, N. Y. 




















$1.00 
80 











WORTH REPEATING, 


SONNET.* 


BY JOHN KEATS, 





There was a season when the fabled name 
Of high Parnassus and Apollo's lyre 
Seemed terms of excellence to my desire: 

Therefore a youthful bard I may not blame. 


But when the page of everlasting Truth 
Has on the attentive mind its force imprest 
Then vanish all the affections dear in youth, ' 
And Love immortal fills the grateful breast 


The wonders of all-ruling Providence, 
The joys that from celestial Mercy flow, 
Essential beauty, perfect excellence, 
Ennoble and refine the native glow 
The poet feels; and thence his best resource 
To paint his feelings with sublimest force. 
*This sonnet by the poet Keats is published for 
the first time in an article on that vere American 
relatives, in Harper's Magazine for August. 





THE TEACHER'S VOICE. 


[From the English Sunday School Times.] 


Not only is it important that the teacher 
should make use of his eyes in order that 
his work may prosper, but he should also 
know how to adapt his voice to the special 
object which he has in view. 

We know by experience the effect which 
certain voices have upon us, for we have 
been inspired to action, soothed into slum- 
ber, or irritated and wrought into ill. 
temper, simply by listening to them. There 
are people who are able to say sensible 
things, but who do not know how to say 
them sensibly and pleasantly. Let no one 
think that the voice is a thing of small con- 
sequence. It has often seemed to us quite 
possible that Jonah and Amos, the proph- 
ets of whom we have lately been reading 
in the International Lessons, may have 
been chosen for their work because they 
had good voices with which to prophesy. 
Amos, the herdman and gatherer of syca- 
more fruit, may have had a face and a 
voice that helped him in the fulfillment of 
his mission. And Jonah, fresh from his 
whale-prison, and with prey nothing in 
his appearance to strike the Ninevites, 
must have had a good voice, or he could 
not have made them hear, “ Yet forty 
days and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 
No one imagines that the words came from 
a squeaking or a husky throat, but that 
the voice which cried them was strong, 
sonorous, and clear, ringing through the air, 
and startling the people into attention. 
And it may J safely said that in our day 
people who do not know how to use their 
voices are scarcely likely to attain any 
great popularity. The public will not be 
roused to enthusiastic feeling by voices 
that can gion be heard, nor by voices 
that shout forth truths as if they were 
hurling stones of argument. There are 
some speakers who simply torture their 
hearers. Their voices are so low, and they 
speak so indistinctly, that the effort to hear 
them is quite painful, and leaves the list- 
ener exhausted and faint. Or, their voices 
are so loud and unmusical that to hear 
them discourse is to have splitting head- 
aches, that preclude the possibility of 
thoughtful attention. Need it be said that 
Sunday-school teachers should avoid both 
these extremes ? 


A good voice is one thatis not monotonous, 
that rings some changes, and is flexible, and 
capable of giving forth both high and low 
notes. It falls pleasantly on the ear, and 
does not.weary by its repeated sounds. It 
is forcible, and never sings, parrot-like, 
songs-to which no one listens, for it creates 
the respect which is shown to it. It is 
true to itself and the subject. on which it 
discourses ; and becomes gay in the midst of 
mirth, and grave when solemn things are 
discussed. It is musical, as the human 
voice was always intended to be, and even 
apart from the things it says, is pleasant 
and cheering. But it needs cultivation, a8 
does every other faculty, before it is brought 
to perfection ; and will well repay any pains 
taken with it, or cost expended upon it. 

Persons with weak voices should use 
them in the apen air, and they would there- 
by become strong. A cold-water gargle, 
used patiently night and morning, will help 
greatly to make the throat healthy, am 
the voice effective. Plenty of practice, not 
only on Sundays in the class, but on week- 
days, will materially help to strengthen 
the voice. And the speaker himself, by 
modulation, by avoiding a high pitch, by 
throwing his voice to the end of the room, 
while he is speaking, at the same time that 
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‘the is careful not to elevate it, may be able 
atly to improve this most important 





Many teachers are greatly discouraged 
because they find it difficult to make the 
children hear. 
yoice is not necessarily a distinct one; and 
that, indeed, many low-voiced people are 
heard the best. It is a good plan to begin 
gently. . A sure way to become hoarse 
toward the end of a lesson is to commence 
it with all the power of which the voice is 
capable. It is necessary to speak loud 
enough for gll the children to hear (and, 
therefore, the teacher should address espe- 
cially those farthest from him), and yet not 
to speak so loudly as that the next class 
shall be disturbed. We well remember a 
young man, who boasted that he never 
prepared his lesson, but who evidently 
thought himself a prophet and a genius, 
who always spoke out his platitudes as if 
he were an oracle, and who made it impos- 
sible for other voices to be heard in the 
same place. It would have been very well 
for the Sunday-school if, like another orator, 
he had addressed the waves and the winds 
in order to perfect himself, instead of try- 
ing his powers upon the children. 


A paper in “Cassell’s Popular Educator” 
thus defines the points which form the 
essential os apc of good style in reading 
and speaking :—‘ Good ‘quality’ of voice, 
due ‘quantity’ or loudness, distinct articu- 
lation, correct pronunciation, true time, 
appropriate pauses, right emphasis, correct 
inflections, just stress, expressive tones, and 
appropriate modulation.’ 


There is as much individuality about 
people’s voices as in their faces. e meet 
a friend whom we have not seen for many 
years, and fail to recognize the altered form 
and aging face; but so soon as he speaks 
we remember all about him, for the familiar 
voice carries us back to the old times and 
scenes with which he has associated. Since, 
then, we are known and remembered as 
much by our voices as our faces, it is 
important that we should cultivate them, 
and not spoil them by harshness, nor let 
them sink into weakness and decay. The 
teacher’s voice may be loved, if he be not 
loved for his voice. And the voice of the 
mother speaking tender words, or the father 
issuing wise counsels, may be among the 
things for which the children shall praise 
God. Let us seek, then, to make it as good 
as it can be made, and be exceedingly care- 
ful never to let it be heard saying foolish 
or wicked things. Let us take our part 
in “thanksgiving and the voice of melody,” 
and “sing unto the Lord with the voice of 
@ psalm.” 


GREAT OFFER !!%s sitttnse 
asthese Hard Timea 
of 100 PIANOS & ORGANS, new and 
second-hand of first-class makers including 
WATERS? at lower prices for cash or Installe 
ments or to let until paid for than ever before 
offered. WATERS? GRAND SQUARE and 
RIGHT PLANOS & ORGANS (INCLUDING 
EIR NEW SOUVENIR AND BOUDOIR ) are 
the BEST MADE. 7 Octave Pianos $150.7 1-3 
do $160 not usedayear. ‘2°? Stop Organs 
$50, 4 Stops $58. 7 Stops S68. 8 Stops $75. 10 
Stops $88. 12 stops $100 cash, not used a year. 
are order and warranted, LOCAL an 
VELING AGENTS WANTED. Illustrated 
Catalogues Mailed.A liberal discountto Teachers, 
Churches,etc, Sheet music at half price. 
HORACE WATERS & SONS, Manufactrs.and 
Dealers, 40 East 34th St., Union square, N. ¥. 


TESTIMONIALS, 


The New York Times says: “ Waters’ Orchestrion 

Chime Organ ” is a beautiful little instrument. Sim- 

perfect. The chime of two and one-half octavo 

ls, and the artistic effects capable of being pro- 
duced by the player, are fine. 

The tone is full, clear, and resonant, and a very 
interesting effect is produced with the chime of 
bells.—{Christian Union. 

he Waters’ Pianos are well known among the 
very best. We are enabled to speak of these instru- 
ments with confidence, from personal knowledge.— 
{N. Y. Evangelist. 
We can Hogs of b aA merits we the yore ag 
personal knowledge, as being of the very best 
quality. —{ Christian Intelligencer. 36 


CHURCH FURNITURE. 














BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Established in 1837. 

Superior Bells of Co, and Tin, mounted 
with the best Rotary Tasisings. for Churches, 
Schools, Farms, Factories, Court- Fire 
Alarms, Tower Clocks, etc. Fully Warranted. 
Tilustrated Catalogue sent Free. 
Vanpozen & Tirt, 102 E. 2d St., Cincinnati. 


MENEELY & KIMBERLY 
Bell Founders, Troy, N. Y 


Manufacture a superior quality of Bells. 
Special attention given to CHURCH BELLA. 
__ #9 Mlustrated Catalogues sent free. 


Haiiags and Collection Box for Sunday Scbocis 


F zones raised easily f 8, 8. and Church work by us- 


















x. Superintendents and Pastors endorse it 
6, nd “would notbe ishont them,” 
rare at Apel Lays pst. $ hes 
ie Sa : Sc, each, or ver hundred. 0. Lholds- 
ae Xo. 2, $1.00; Wo. 8.85.00. 
wW. Smith, 35 Clark St.,». Ohtcago, IU. 


Let them know that a loud |- 


J. ESTEY & 


No. 160.—Front View. 


COMPANY, 





No. 160.—Back View. 


BRATTLEBORO, VT. 





Chapels, etc., is proving a 


purchasing any other. 


Our new Organ, expressly designed for Sunday Schools, 


GRAAT SUCOEFHSS. 
Be sure to send for full descriptive Catalogue before 


THE LARGEST WORKS (OF THE KIND) ON THE GLOBE 


Illustrated Catalogue sent free. 





SAXE & ROBERTSON, 


GENERAL AGENTS FOR THE ESTEY ORGANS, 
No. 36 EAST 14th ST., UNION SQUARE, NEW YORK. 








FREE To PASTORS 


Ms SUPERINT ENDENTS. 








Either of the following-named items will ‘be 
mailed free to any Pastor or Superintendent sending 
me a one-cent stamp for postage. If all five of the 
articles are wanted, send five cents; and if the por- 
trait of Moody and Sankey is desired for framing, 
or to be kept smooth, send five cents extra for tube 
and additional postage. 

1. Cat logue of Sunday-school Concert Exercises, 
containine names of forty not on Y deatige = lists 

2. A good portrait of Moody and key, size 11 x 
13 inches. 

3. A list of International Lessons for 1878. 

4, One hundred and ninety selected passages for 
Christian Workers. 

5. A list of “ pee to Bible Study,” recommen ded 
by Miss Frances E. Willard. 

I have for sale the following 


BOOKS BY 





MISS WILDARD. 


1, NINETEEN BEAUTIFUL YEARS, a choice 














book for older girls an¢ young ladies. Numerous 
commendations of this volume from eminent 
Christian leaders and editors have been received. 
Do not fail to secure it for your family and Sunday- 
school Library. Price, $1.00 

z. HINTS AND HELPS IN WOMAN’S TEMPER- 
ANCE WORK. Price, 25 cts. 


Address 
EBEN SHUTE, 
36 Bromfield St., Boston. 





BY THE 
Rev. HENRY A. BOARDMAN, D.D. 


“HIGHER LIFE” 


Doctrine of Sanctification, 
TRIED BY THE WORD OF GOD. 
JUST ISSUED BY THE 


Presbyterian Board of Publication. 
16émo, CLOTH. PRIGE, $1.26. 





ALSO, 


Manual of Forms 


For BAPTISM, ADMISSION TO THE COMMU- 
NION, ADMINISTRATION OF THE LORD'S 
SUPPER, MARRIAGE, AND FUNERALS, 


BY THE REV. A, A. HODGE, D.D. 
16émo. LIMP CLOTH, PRICE, 50 CENTS. 





Please address 
JOHN A. BLACK, Business Superintendent, 
H 1334 CHESTNUT 8T., PHILADELPHIA. 





$3 PRINTING PRESS 







CORED 


K Printe Cards, Envelopes, &c., equal to 
: press. Larger sizes for work. 

your own and 
4 and save . Excellent hour 
A amusement for young or old. Can be 
ie a ee: business any- 
where. Send 3c. stamp for large cata- 


logue to KELSEY & ©O., Manuf’s, Meriden, Conn. 


GREAT REDUCTION, | 


25 PER CENT. IN PRICES OF 


SUIT MANTELS 


WILSON & MILLER, 
1210 Ridge Ave.: 1211, 1213 Spring Garden St., Phila, 


CROWN JEWEL 2sOAP 


One of the Best Soaps made 
for the Laundry and General 
House Use. 

URE TO GIVE SATISFACTION. 


For sale by all leading Grocers. 


MADE ONLY BY 
McKEONE, VAN HAAGEN & (0. 
PHILADELPHIA. 


\ 7p MADAME FOY's 


4 CORSET SKIRT SUPPORTER 

Cass Increases in Popularity every year 
“ And tor Health, Comfort, and Styl. 
is acknowledged the Best Articl: 
of the kind ever made. For sale 
by all leading jobbers and retail- 
ers. Beware of imitations and in- 
fringements. Manufactured solely 
by FOY & HARMON, New Haven, 























LADIES Elegant Im- 
itation ROSE CORAL 
Breastpin 








Ali who have a : 


SEWING MACHINE 


And use a Thread-Cutter 
say— What a very useful attachment it is, how 
easy now to remove the work, no hunting for scissors 
always at hand, saves time, patience, thread an 
needles enough to pay for its cost in a short time.” 

Try one, Ask your agent for 
GALLAUDET’S, 
which is acknowledged to be the best, or send 
25 cents, stating for what machine wanted (and 
receive by return mail with full instructions) to 
WM. L, GALLAUDET, 


42 Elm Street, 
Elizabeth, N. J. 








BOOBY. 9sxurasamtera 








From Advertisers. 


(From J. J. Wilson, 763 Broadway, New Yi 
facturer and Exhibitor of Stereopticons.— 
16, 1877.] 

It is a pleasure to me to inform that ad. 
vertisin; Ho The Sunday School Times has eee the 
most factory of any I have ever done without 
exception. Before I had seen the issue mgmt eo | 


my first advertisement, numerous 


me I had found a medium of the value. 

I am glad to notice that you ly exclude adver- 
tisements which are intended to deceive 
that cannot possibly be made and I believe 


the value of your medium and the good-will of your 
patrons is laceety due to this fact. m 


[From Horace Waters 4 Sons, Dealers in Pianos, 
Organs, &c., 40 East 14th Street, New York.—Feb- 
ruary 16, 1877.) 

We take pleasure in saying that as an advertising 


medium, we consider The Sunday School Times one 
of the best we use. 


[From T. Coteworth Pinckney, Proprietor of Pinck- 
ney’s a Teachers, % Union 
‘ew York.] 

I have been so gratified with the returns from m 
advertisement in The Sunday School Times that 
feel impelled to report the fact to you. I think I 
may ly say I have received more answers from 


Pp ok ent in this paper than from any other 
I have employed. 


[From A. J. Weidener, the Centen- 
nial season, of the Frontlin Hota, Philadel 
July 31, 1876. 


I believe The Sunday School Times to be one of 
the best mediums for advertising many branches of 
business. I do say conscientiously that I have heard 


Manu- 


from my advertisement in your r oftener than 
from any other paper fin which ve advertised 
this season. : 


From M. T. Richardson, Publisher of the He 
C Comparten, 9 Putten Gira, vy 
January 19, 1877.] 


{t is very gratifying during these times to 
now end then & pa : that beings something tke» - 
adequate return for the money invested. I have 


been — disappointed with the resul 
adverti Eement in year columns. sah ied 


vi hag or Co., Norwich, Conn.—January 
¥ * 

We have received a large number of applications 
for the Papyrograph who refer to you, inclading one 
to-day from England. 

We consider yours the best medium we have tried 
so far, and feel well satisfied with the business the 
advertisement has brought us. 


[From Browne's Flexible Weather Strip Co., 17 
Street, New York.—Feb. 20, 1877: er 
It is but just to your valuable that we 

acknowledge its superior merits onan alivertising 

medium. 

Having thoroughly tested i 
f the results, we can honestly state that our ad- 
vertisement in The Sunday School Times brought 
us more cash orders than did our advertisement in 
any other five religious papers. Some heavy mails 
consisted largely of orders for goods in which it was 
stated that the advertisement was seen in The Sun- 
day School Times. These orders were from all parts 
of the country. 


From M.W. Smith & Co., 140 La Salle Street, Chicago, 
" Il.—January 16, 1877.) = 


More than three hundred letters were received 


See our one advertisement in The Sunday School 
mes. 


ADVERTISING RATES. 


Ordinary Advertisements: per line(1z lines to an 
inch), for each insertion, 256 cents. Special Notices : 
r line (as above), 30 cents. Reading Matter: per 
ine (leaded), 50 cents. Discounts on the above 
rates as follows: 5 per cent. on 4 insertions, 10 per 
cent. on 8 insertions, 15 per cent. on 13 insertions, 
20 per cent. on 26 insertions, 25 per cent. on 52 inser- 
tions, Copy for Advertisements must be on hand by 
Saturday of the week preceding their issue, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Business Manager, 
610 Chestnut Street. Philadelphia. 


and watched care- 











AGENTS WANTED. 


New and Thrilling !! 





Millions Eager For It!! 3000 


Won THe WRESCENI 


By thé eminent L. P. BROCKETT Unfolds the 
stra’ SOCIAL, POLITICAL, and RELIGIOUS 
peculiarities and History of the Russians and Turks 
cause of the war, mighty interests at stake; Bi 
ety of Rulers, etc. RICHLY ILLUSTRATED. 
or terms, address quickly, HUBBARD BROS., 
Publishers, 733 Sansom 8t,, Phila. 






AGENTS C ROSS 1x 


. 
, 











THE FULL HISTORY OF THE WONDERFUL 
CAREER OF 


Moody and Sankey 


In Great Britain and America. is the 

1 St ee es ee otad et omens 

Png’ better a and a eee way mg 4 
e pages. ce ; not deceiv: 

the bent. Agenw send for eter with best on 





ever heard of, Ad 
H. 8. GOODSPEED & OCO., 
New York, or Cincinnati, O. 





FLORENCE OIL STOVE, 


FOR SUMMER COOKING. 
THE BEST. SAFEST, AND | Costs less than two 
MOST ECONOMICAL. | cts., per hour for fuel. 
NO UNNECESSARY HEAT! NO ODORI! 
Send for circular and price-list to Wirsow & Mitizr, 
General Agents. Keystone Slate Mantel Works, 1210 
Ridge Avenue, Philadelphia. 


AGENTS WANTED, 


PATENTS. 








F. A. LEHMANN, Solicitor of Patents, Washing- 
| ton, D. 0, No Patent. No Pay. Send for circular. 











~ 
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Florist’s Supplies 
IN 


This gi 
in five sizes, 8, 914, 11 
13 and 16 inches d 


express to any part of 
the U, 8., on receipt of 


price. 
Send stamp for Illus- 
fy trated Catalogue. 


Rastis Wf. Co.. 


29 FULTON 8T., 
New. Yors Crry. 





| NOW READY. 
_ INTERNATIONAL 


S. S. WALL MAP, 


Largest, Cheapest, and Best. 
No Sunday-school can well do without it, 


The Journeys of St. Paul, 


Specially designed to illustrate the Interna- 
tional 8. S. Lessons for 1877, ‘Note the size, 
40x60 inches. ; 

The names o es are in large, bold letters, 
and can be ner to 60 feet. , 


To properly bring the lessons before the school 
me it 5A indispensable, 
PRICE. 
1. Plain black, on cream tinted paper._....__- 
2. With colored lines, showing the apostle’s 
various journeys, cre:m or white paper_1 50 
8, On fine white muslin 1 
4. On white paper, mounted on mustin and 
varnished, countries colored, with rol- 
lers, by express, only_..-.2-..---2-... 260 
SENT ON RECEIPT OF PRICE, PREPAID. 
?PUBLISHED BY 


M. A. Condy, 2938 Thomas St., St. Louis, Mo 











$7.20 PER QUARTER FOR TEN QUARTERS. 


——---— 
a 


ASON & 





WORLD'S. EXPOSITIONS 
Paris, ‘Vienna, Santiago, 


PHILADELPHIA, 1876. 
Owiy Oneans assionep Finet Ranx at Cenrenntat, 
Ms cele oe 

EXAMPLES OF NET CASH PRICES: 


Five octave double aR cree. 1 8) 8) 


Ive octave organ, nine sto 
with voix beleste, 114 
Sold also for monthly or quarterly payments, or rented until 
rent pays. A superior organ may now be purchased by the easy 
Payment of $7.20 per quarter for ten quarters, Cutalogues free, 
MASON & HANILIN ORCAN CO. 
154 Tremont St. 25 Union Sq. 250 Wabash Ave, 
BOSTON. NEW YORE. CHICAGO. 





TNCENT, Moopy, FRrenuis, Roncnson, 
ders agree 


vi ’ 
PELTZ, and all other ete 
that a good Concordance and Bible ‘Text Book are in- 
to the Christian Teacher's greatest suc- 
“pen of a Dollars only 1 otter to send 
oncordittree o! 









ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND 


RIBLE REFERENCES 





Two Dollars, 

for Dollar and Fifty. Gene 

ne jar an Jents, 

and Superintendents will please tell their Sun- 

eachers. An extra copy, or its equival- 

will be given for a.club often or more. D. L. 

“ These books will help you to study the 

os of ‘ beam ape If whe not got t re 
hem to-morro’ r every 

from." For sale by’ eo 


EDEN. SHUTE, 
Manager International § | 
36 Bromileld Ste Boston - 




















8. 8. TEACHERS’ COMMENTARY. 


LYMAN ABBOTT ONTHEACTS 


One a illustrated, $1.75. A discount on 


q : 

“Destined to be the Commentary for thoughtful 
Bible readers ... Save, attractive, correct, and 
judicious in the use o learning.”—Rev. Howard 


uy, PD), 
“Tncomparably the best we k 
= lessons" Reo, C8. yO al SR 
ah meuner ar family h di 
r of my fam as used it i efere 
to all others in conducting a large and adult bitte 
class,"—Prof. Austin Phelps, Andover Seminary, 


A. 8. BARNES & C0., Publishers, N. Y. 





LARGE MIXED CARDS; with name, 10¢ 
and 8ct. gg 26 Styles Fun Cards, 10c, 
Sampleséc. M. DOWD &CO., Bristol, Conn, 














REV. W. F. CRAFTS, ‘. 
Conductor. 





MRS. W, F. CRAFTS, * 


In charge of 
Primary Department. F 














LECTURERS, SINGERS, Etc. 


The talent en d.includes Rev. W. F. Crafts, the conductor; Mrs. W. F. Crafts, in charge of 
primary class work ; George C. Stebbins, W. F. Sherwin, Eben Tourjée,and Philip Phillips, in charge of 
music; Rev. T. DeWitt Talmage, of Brooklyn; Rev. John, Potts, Rev. John V. Castle, D,D., and James 
Hughes, Esq., of Toronto; Rev. Bishop Foster, Rev. H. M. Parsons, D.D,, Rev. J. L. Withrow, D.D., 
Rev. George F. Pentecost, DuD., Rey J. A.Cass, and Réy, B, K. Pierce, D,D., of Boston; Rev. John 
Gordon, of Montreal; Rev. Bisho ows, of Chicago; Rev. Lyman Abbott, D.D., Rev. L. D. Bevan, LL.B., 
Rey. J. 8. Ostrander, and A..O, Van- .,of New York; Rev: E, 0. Haven, D.D., LL.D., and Rev. 
H. B, Chamberlin, of Syracuse; Rev. Fred. Widmer, of Rome, N. Y.,; Rev Hugh Johnston, of Hamilton, 
Ont.; William Johnson, Esq., of Belleville; Rev. ©. H. Payne, D.D., of Ohio Wesleyan University; Hon. 
Neal Dow, of Portland, and others. ie : 


Special Attractions. 


INSTRUCTION. RECREATION. 
Six Days on ** Bible Readings *? and Methods The Beautiful Scenery of the ‘ Thousand Islands,” 
of Bible Reading. Abundant Boating and Fishing. 


Games of Croguet, La Crosse, etc. 

Large and Elegant Hotels only an hour away. 
[Reduced rates for those attending Parliament.]} 

Colleges, Tents, and an excellent Boarding House 
on the spot, 

From 12 0’clock to 5 p.m. each day for Rest. 

Cool and healthful atmosph 

ao company. 

Mas 


Six Days on Methods of Christian Work; for 
teachers, ministers, parents, Y.M. C. A., etc. 
Children’s Meetings every afternoon. 


Te Normal Class Exercises, adapted to 
future International Lessons. 


Addresses, Lectures, etc., etc., etc. 





on the river, etc., ete . ete. 
Hi=xxpenses. 
Excellent board at $100 per day, or families can ‘keep house” in tents or cottages at still less aes 
Lodgings for single night, 50 cents, less by week or fortnight. Exeursion rates on boats and cars 


from all prominent points to these famous * Thousend Islands” Grand Trunk Railroad from all promi- 
nent points sells round pip Hoket or Ud eee. Meret a Rail sells round trip ticket from 

' : mt at 422 Washington 8 ) nd trip excursions from all promi- 
nent cities to Aléxandra Bay. (One hour away, connecting by 25 cent fare.) 

Those who wish to see the * poy in detail, and also a mapof the Island and its relative position 
and railroad connections to New York, Albany, Harrisburg, Philadelphia, and other places, with numerous 
facts about board, lodging, etc., should send postal card to Rey. J. F. Dayan, Watertown, N. Y., asking for 
oe per, ‘* THousand’ Island Park,” which contains full information, All inquiries are also to be sent to 
Mr. Dayan, - 


AGENTS WANTED. 


<<>> 











Many responses have been made to our call 
for agents, and hundreds of persons are now 
getting subscribers for The Sunday School 
Times and The Scholars’ Quarterly. The 
number of Sunday-school teachers and schol- 
ars entering this work is much larger than 
was expected, and their success has been very 
satisfactory. Our agents’ book is still open, 
and we again ark that any man, woman, boy, 
or girl, who wishes to act for us, will send bis 
or her name at once, that we may make 
known our terms and furnish an agent’s outfit 


free. We pay cash commissions. 


ADDRESS, 
JOHN D. WATTLES, Business Manager, 


610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 








BABY SOAP. WM. N. ATTWOOD & SON, 
Trade-mark registered Sept. 26, "76. 


Mode of choice mecriais. nde | Furnishing Undertakers, 


m an 
ottos distilled from flowers. It is 


carefully pre and of sufficient 1216 RACE ST., PHILAD’A. 
alka’ine strength for a Ladies’ Toi- | Hearse, Carriages, &c., furnished at the Shortest 
LP D ' de only by Notice. Personal attendance at any hour dur 
urgan ston. ing the Night or Day. W. James Arrwoop. 


_ Deo 29'77 










INSURANCE. 





1825. 1877, 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA, 
INCORPORATED 1825. 

Capital, $400,000.00. - . Assets, $1,655,717.20, 


JOHN DEVEREUX, President, 
WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 


JOHN Le. LHUMS iN, Assit. secretary, 


SU FIRE INSURANCE CO, 


PHILADELPHIA, 
CASH CAPITAL, 





4 WALNUT STREET. 


$200,000 
CTORS: 
NELSON F. EVANS, JOHN F. GRAEFF, 
President. Vice-President. 
JOHN WANAMAKER, | THOMAS KENNEDY, 


J. E. KINGSLEY, JAMES HUNTER 


> 


H. W.PITKIN, HENRY HAINES, 

J. S. HELFENSTEIN, | WM. M.SINCLAIR. 
HIRAM MILLER, JOHN 8. WHILLDIN, 
B. B. THOMAS, DELL NOBLIT, JR, 
F. W. KENNEDY, J.B PPARD, 

W. C. HAMILTON, WM. A, LEVERING, 
J. 8. ELWELL D. E. SMALL, York, Pa, 


WM. H. HAINES, Secretary. 
JOHN CRAWFORD, Ass’t Secretary. 


The Wonder ofthe Day! 


CARLISLE’S 25 cent post-paid package by 
mail, containing 280 pins, 25 assorted sewing 
needles, 72 shirt buttons, 200 yards spool cotton, 
12 shoe strings, 1 Ly am hair pins, or any of the 
following post-paid for 25 cents. 


A towel and wash rag. or a hair and tooth brush, 
or three pieces brown windsor soap, or six sewing 
machine ‘needics,-or six dozen good pearl 
shirt buttons, or one dozen Faber’s iead pencils, or 
one hundred best sewing neediestor two pair men’s 
half hose, or two pair ladies’ hose, or one gents’ 
collar and two white lawn ties, or two colored border 
pocket handkerchiefs, or six colored handkerchiefs 
for children, or two yards colored mosquito netting, 
or one silk fan eight inch, or one yard white wash 
net for ties, or ladies’ silk tie. or ladies’ wide Byron 
collar, or pair of ladies’ linen cuffs, or ladies’ bosom 
form, or a pair of gents’ suspenders. or a shawl 
strap, or ten cloth lined standing or Byron collars, 
and for fifty cents a bead hanging basket or tidy 18 
x 26, or one yard spider a net. fer ties in white 
or white and black, orone yard black gros grain sash 
ribbon, or russia leather pocketbook, or ladies’ 
morocco belt New metal hinged or scale belts, 
two button kid gloves, or the adju~table bustle skirt, 
seventy-five cents, or the complete ready plaiter, one 


dollar, 
J. D. CARLISLE, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 














"WHITNEY & HALe ManuracTURING Co 
. 123. CHESTNUT-ST_, PHILAD’A, 


Case's Bible Atlas 


This invaluable work is specially designed to aid Sunday 
School Teachers und Scholars in the study ot the duer 
national Serics of Sunday School Lessons. its iG Quarto 
Maps are accurately compiled from the latest discoveries 
and researches, and cover the whole field of Bible Geography: 
They are clearly engraved, and elegantly pines in co 3 
and are accompanied by COPIOUS EXPLANA TUR 
NOLES. Acomplete ALPHABETICAL LS DEX bid 
ables any one to tind at once, any Town, Mountain, = 
River, or other locality. This complece and practical Atlas 
is essentisl to every Studect of the Bible. The Sunday 
School Times says + Mae 

“It would not be easy to sce how the work could be im 
proved. We commend it unreservedly, as up to the times, 
accurate, clear, and handy.” 


AGENTS WANTED 


We want Agents in every Township to sell this much 
needed work. “Ministers, Superintendents, and Teach rs of 
either sex, can do their Sunday Schools a good service, an 
make money by introducing it. Liberul terms given 
Specuncn copies ma led to any address on receipt of the pret 
$1.00. Send for Circulars, Terma, and full tr formetions 

O. D. CASE «& CO., Publishers, Harttord, Cont 


ee 


RIFLES, SHOT-GUNS, REVOLVERS, 


Sent C.0.D. For examination, all charges paid. No 
risk. No humbng. Write for catalogue. Address” 



































GREAT WESTERN GUN WORKS, Pittsburgh, Pa. 7” 





